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1 Corinthians 6:9-11  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abusers of themselves with mankind,  10  Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  11  And such were some of you: but ye 
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God. 

 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20   
 
12a  All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are 
lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.   
 

1 Corinthians 10:23a  All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: 
all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not. 

 
“All things are lawful for me” is true in the sense that “all things” that are not identified as or 
with evil biblically “are lawful for” us. But not every “lawful” thing is “expedient”. Not everything 
that is “lawful” within the constraints of our liberty as Christians promotes the cause of the 
kingdom of God.  
 
12b  All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for 
me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.   
 
While “all things are lawful for” us within the constraints of our Christian liberty, we must be 
very careful to keep from idolatry. A little bit of liberty pushed to the fringe of what is lawful for 
us can lead us into a lot of idolatry. That idolatry may take on many forms, but they all have the 
same issue in common: something takes the place of God (and godly things) in our heart, mind, 
and spirit. We are to “flee from idolatry” (1 Corinthians 10:14), rather than to skirt the edge of 
idolatry. 
 
There are some guidelines by which we can “not be brought under the power of any” thing:  
 
Moderation: “keeping a due mean between extremes”, “Restraint of violent passions or 
indulgence of appetite”, or “calmness of mind; equanimity”.  
 

Philippians 4:5  Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 
 

Consideration: “mental view”, “mature thought”, “serious deliberation”, “contemplation”, or 
“meditation”. 

 
Philippians 4:8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think 
on these things. 

 
What is “lawful for” us must also be regarded in our relationships. We are born relational and 
everything we do, “lawful” or unlawful, has an effect upon our relationships in the home, the 
congregation, the workplace, and the world. Over and above those relationships is our 
relationship with God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:23b  All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all 
things are lawful for me, but all things edify not. 
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Another guideline helping us to determine the limits of lawfulness is edification: “instruction” or 
“improvement of the mind”. 
 

Galatians 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith,  23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

 
Paul uses the pronoun “me” in verse 12 as apostolic example, then transitions to what seems to 
be a completely different subject matter, but we will find that it is related to our Christian 
liberty.  
 
13a  Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and 
them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.   
 

Romans 14:17  For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

 
There is a guiding principle inherent in this statement. The things of this world are temporary, 
so why let them become points of division among God’s people? What is most important is the 
kingdom of God and God’s righteousness.  
 

Matthew 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you. 

 
Then peace. 
 

Romans 12:18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
 
Ephesians 4:3  Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

 
Then joy. 
 

1 Peter 1:6-9  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in 
heaviness through manifold temptations:  7  That the trial of your faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:  8  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory:  9  Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

 
These good things that “against such there is no law” (kingdom seeking, righteousness, peace, 
and joy) come as the result of the work of God the Holy Ghost in us and are eternal. They 
overarch any “lawful” things that we might be engaged in that are temporal that will be 
destroyed (by man or God), such as eating and drinking. Therefore, we must be moderate and 
considerate, taking those good things into account when we are edifying one another. 
 

1 Corinthians 8:4-13  As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in 
sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none 
other God but one.  5  For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, 
(as there be gods many, and lords many,)  6  But to us there is but one God, the Father, of 
whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all 
things, and we by him.  7  Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some 
with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their 
conscience being weak is defiled.  8  But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we 
eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse.  (continued)   
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(1 Corinthians 8:4-13 continued) 9  But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours 
become a stumblingblock to them that are weak.  10  For if any man see thee which hast 
knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be 
emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols;  11  And through thy knowledge shall 
the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?  12  But when ye sin so against the brethren, 
and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.  13  Wherefore, if meat 
make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make 
my brother to offend. 

 
Having made the general statements in verses 12-13a, Paul now changes to the specific issue 
addressed previously in chapter 5. 
 
13b  Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now 
the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.   
 
Fornication: “adultery”, “incest”, or “idolatry”. 
 
While adultery and incest were addressed in chapter 5, the emphasis here in chapter 6 is on 
idolatry and its effects relationally and individually. “The body”, “your bodies”, and “the 
members” in the next verses may be applied to us as a congregation or us as individuals. Both 
are accountable to God for their thoughts, words, and deeds. 
 
Our bodies were created by God in his image and gave us life and spirit. 
 

Genesis 1:27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; 
male and female created he them. 

 
Genesis 2:7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 

 
Our bodies were created by him for him (for his purpose and his glory). God will not give that 
which is for his glory to another entity; neither man, beast, or thing. First, he that created also 
called forth his Son for his glory. 
 

Isaiah 42:5-8  Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them 
out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath 
unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:  6  I the LORD have called 
thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a 
covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;  7  To open the blind eyes, to bring out 
the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.  8  I am 
the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my 
praise to graven images. 
 

Second, he that created redeemed and called us for his glory. 
 
Isaiah 43:1  But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed 
thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou 
art mine. 
 
Hebrews 2:10  For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation 
perfect through sufferings. 
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Therefore, if God has given Jesus Christ for the redemption of us, his people, through his life, 
death, burial, resurrection, and ascension for his glory, our bodies should not be given to 
idolatry (fornication) for “ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God” (verse 11). 
 
14  And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own 
power.   
 
We know that the physical bodies that we live in temporally will be changed at the resurrection 
to bodies that we will live in eternally.  
 

Hosea 13:14  I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from 
death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall 
be hid from mine eyes. 

 
Philippians 3:20-21  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even 
to subdue all things unto himself. 

 
But we must also know that our physical bodies that we live in temporally are being changed 
daily through the sanctifying work of the Holy Ghost, who is taking what was dead in sin and is 
making it to live in righteousness. This resurrection of the body and the change from death to 
life is ongoing. Paul tells Titus that this is the “renewing of the Holy Ghost” that follows our 
regeneration. 
 

Titus 3:5-7  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;  6  Which he shed 
on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;  7  That being justified by his grace, 
we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 
This “renewing” work of God by the Holy Ghost in our temporal lives (and bodies) should 
produce in us good works for God’s glory. He enables us to practice moderation, consideration, 
and edification. He enables us to seek God’s kingdom and righteousness. He enables us to be 
peaceful and joyful. He enables us to identify the idols in our lives and turn from them toward 
God. 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:  14  Whereunto he called 
you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  15  Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been 
taught, whether by word, or our epistle.  16  Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and 
God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good 
hope through grace,  17  Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and 
work. 

 


