
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The Lord’s Day, June 24, 2018	
	

“…taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ…”	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

ORDER OF WORSHIP 	
	
	
	

Thank you for joining us this morning! At Christ the King, our 
worship is a divine-human dialogue, in accordance with Scriptural 
example and precedent, alternatively hearing God’s Word	
and responding in prayer, song, or meditation. The gray boxes 
throughout the bulletin were written to aid each worshipper in 
thoughtful and meaningful participation in this dialogue. Please 
prepare your heart by reading through the bulletin, praying for 
those leading and worshipping around you, and silencing all 
communication devices.	

	
We encourage parents to involve children as soon as possible 
in the worship service. In consideration of other worshippers, 
we request parents with children not yet ready for unobtrusive	
participation in worship to utilize the nursery or, if necessary, the 
cry room. A nursery is available for children ages 3 months to 3 
years during all Sunday morning activities.	

	
* Indicates congregational standing	



	
	
	

W e A p p r o A c h  the  L ord 	
	

Prelude	
	

Call to Worship	
	
	

We call each other to praise and worship God because of His 
surpassing greatness, a greatness we often overlook because of 
His patience and grace towards us.	

	
Psalms 145; 148 ESV	
Leader:	
1 Praise the LORD!	

Praise the LORD from the heavens;	
praise him in the heights!	

2 Praise him, all his angels;	
praise him, all his hosts!	

3 Praise him, sun and moon,	
praise him, all you shining stars!	

4 Praise him, you highest heavens,	
and you waters above the heavens!	

5 Let them praise the name of the LORD!	
For he commanded and they were created.	

6 And he established them forever and ever;	
he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.	

7 Praise the LORD from the earth,	
you great sea creatures and all deeps,	

8 fire and hail, snow and mist,	
stormy wind fulfilling his word!	

9 Mountains and all hills,	
fruit trees and all cedars!	

10 Beasts and all livestock,	
creeping things and flying birds!	

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,	
princes and all rulers of the earth!	

12 Young men and maidens together,	
old men and children!	

13 Let them praise the name of the LORD,	
for his name alone is exalted;	
his majesty is above earth and heaven.	



	
	
	

14 He has raised up a horn for his people,	
praise for all his saints,	
for the people of Israel who are near to him. 
Praise the LORD!	

	
Congregation:	
1 I will extol you, my God and King,	

and bless your name forever and ever.	
2 Every day I will bless you	

and praise your name forever and ever.	
3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,	

and his greatness is unsearchable.	
4 One generation shall commend your works to another,	

and shall declare your mighty acts.	
5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty,	

and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.	
6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,	

and I will declare your greatness.	
7 They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness	

and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.	
	

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 

* Hymn of Praise	
	

We acknowledge the dignity and transcendence of the God who 
dwells in inapproachable light, thus giving Him the respect and 
honor He deserves as we begin our worship..	

	
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” (Trinity Hymnal #38)	



	
	
	

W e A cknoWLedge  o ur S in	
	

* Reading from the Law	
	

God expects us to honor him as holy and uphold His glory when we 
approach Him in worship, and the consequences of failing to do so 
can be dire. This is especially true for Christians, who are called by 
His name.	

	
Leviticus 10:1-3 ESV	
1 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer 
and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered unauthorized fire 
before the Lord, which he had not commanded them. 2 And fire 
came out from before the Lord and consumed them, and they died 
before the Lord. 3 Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord 
has said: ‘Among those who are near me I will be sanctified, and 
before all the people I will be glorified.’” And Aaron held his peace.	

	
Silent Confession of Sin 

Corporate Confession of Sin	
	

This humble prayer for mercy is in refreshing contrast to the 
prideful arrogance reflected in the flippant approach to God 
evident in so much worship today.	

	
Responsive Reading, Psalm 40:11-17;Trinity Hymnal pp. 799-800	

	
	

We rejoice in the ASSurAnce of forgiveneSS	
	

Assurance of Pardoning Grace	
	

God is holy and we were not, but He has made us holy and called 
us out of darkness into His wonderful light, so that we are like 
Him. This is why the next two verses after this passage enjoin us 
to live holy lives, because this is who we now are by God’s grace.	



	
	
	

I Peter 2:9, 10 ESV	
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellen- 
cies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.	

	
* Hymn of Assurance	

	
Humility is the proper response to the reception of God’s grace, 
humility before both God and other people.	

	
“Jesus Cast a Look on Me”	

	
1.	 Jesus cast a look on me,	

Give me sweet simplicity	
Make me poor and keep me low, 
Seeking only Thee to know	

	
2.	 All that feeds my busy pride,	

Cast it evermore aside	
Bid my will to Thine submit, 
Lay me humbly at Thy feet	

	
3.	 Make me like a little child,	

Of my strength and wisdom spoiled 
Seeing only in Thy light,	
Walking only in Thy might	

	
4.	 Leaning on Thy loving breast,	

Where a weary soul can rest 
Feeling well the peace of God, 
Flowing from His precious blood	

	
5.	 In this posture let me live,	

And hosannas daily give 
In this temper let me die, 
And hosannas ever cry!		
© MPJ Music. Words: John Berridge. Music: Matthew Perryman Jones. CCL #2223976.	



	
	
	

We prAy for eAch other	
	

Prayers of Intercession	
	

(The minister will lead us in prayer, taking requests from individuals.)	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

We heAr inStruction from the Lord	
	

Sermon	
“Vain Religion” (Rev. Mike Biggs) 

* Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 ESV	
1 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near 
to listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not 
know that they are doing evil. 2   Be not rash with your mouth, nor	
let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for God is in 
heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few. 3 For 
a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice with many 
words. 4 When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for	
he has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you vow. 5 It is better that you 
should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. 6 Let not 
your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say before the messenger 
that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice and 
destroy the work of your hands? 7 For when dreams increase and 
words grow many, there is vanity; but God is the one you must fear.	

	
Leader:	
This is the Word of the Lord.		
Congregation:	
Thanks be to God!	



	
	
	

W e  c o m m u n e  W i t h  o u r  L o r d 	
	

Communion Meditation 

Words of Institution 

Prayer of Consecration 

Confession of Faith	

The Apostles’ Creed	
	

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.		
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.	

	
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. (*or universal)	

	
Distribution of Elements	

	
Because we believe that wine was used in the Last Supper and	
is thus more in accord with the fullness of symbolism intended by 
God in the Lord’s Supper, we offer wine and encourage those who 
take part in Communion to take this. For those with conscientious 
convictions against the use of wine, however, we offer the option 
of grape juice, which is contained in the inner circle of the	
communion trays. The cups containing wine are in the outer circles 
of the trays.	

	
“O Come, My Soul, Bless Thou the Lord” (Trinity Hymnal #6)	



	
	
	

We reSpond to the grAce of the Lord	
	

Offering Meditation	
	

Giving to God our best is one way that we honor Him as the great 
King that He is.	

	
Malachi 1:6-14 ESV	
6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a 
father, where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? 
says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. But 
you say, ‘How have we despised your name?’ 7 By offering polluted 
food upon my altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted you?’ By 
saying that the Lord’s table may be despised. 8 When you offer blind 
animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those that 
are lame or sick, is that not evil? Present that to your governor; will 
he accept you or show you favor? says the Lord of hosts. 9 And now 
entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious to us. With such a 
gift from your hand, will he show favor to any of you? says the Lord 
of hosts. 10 Oh that there were one among you who would shut	
the doors, that you might not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have	
no pleasure in you, says the Lord of hosts, and I will not accept an 
offering from your hand. 11 For from the rising of the sun to its setting 
my name will be great among the nations, and in every place incense 
will be offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name will be 
great among the nations, says the Lord of hosts. 12 But you profane	
it when you say that the Lord’s table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, 
its food may be despised. 13 But you say, What a weariness this is,’ 
and you snort at it, says the Lord of hosts. You bring what has been 
taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offer- 
ing! Shall I accept that from your hand? says the Lord. 14 Cursed be 
the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices 
to the Lord what is blemished. For I am a great King, says the Lord of 
hosts, and my name will be feared among the nations.	



	
	
	

Presentation of Offerings	
	

See Communion	
	

* Doxology (Trinity Hymnal #731)	
	

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below;	
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;	
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication	

	
We reSpond to the Word	

	
	

We go forth from our worship today with this prayer on our lips, 
committing once again to the sacrificial life, oriented toward God, 
in which we alone ultimately find true meaning and joy.	

	
* “O Love that Will Not Let Me Go”	

	
1.	 O Love that will not let me go,	

I rest my weary soul in thee;	
I give thee back the life I owe,	
That in thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be.		

2.	 O light that followest all my way,	
I yield my flickering torch to thee; 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be.	



	
	
	

3.	 O Joy that seekest me through pain,	
I cannot close my heart to thee;	
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain, 
That morn shall tearless be.		

4.	 O Cross that liftest up my head,	
I dare not ask to fly from thee;	
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,	
And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be.		
© 1997 Christopher Miner Music. Words: George Matheson. Music: Christopher Miner. CCL #2223976.	

	
Benediction	



	
	

VISION 	
	
	

Purpose (our reason for existence): to reverse the effects of rebellion	
against God (sin)	

	
Mission (what we are called to do): to build the Kingdom of God, by…	

	
• 	 adding people (incorporation)		
• 	 building people (edification)	

	
Core Values (our fundamental commitments):	

	
1.   Knowing truth from God (Scripture)	

	
2.   Being right with God (Justification)	

	
3.   Living life for God (Sanctification)	

	
Goals (what we seek to accomplish):	

	
1.   Worship—People experiencing and being attracted to and trained	

in the enjoyment of God	
	

2.   Fellowship—People displaying and enjoying genuinely loving and	
giving relationships/Christian community	

	
3.   Christian Education—People being confronted with and oriented to	

the whole truth of God	
	

4.   Outreach—People being drawn to the Church and trained to draw	
others	

	
5.   Mercy—People caring about and meeting the material needs of	

both non-Christians and other Christians	
	

How can you be a part of all this?	
  



	
	
	

SERMON NOTES 	
June 24, 2018	

	
	
	

“Vain Religion” (Rev. Mike Biggs) 

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7	
	
	
	

Introduction:	
	
	
	
	

How is meaningless religion part of the vanity of life portrayed in Ecclesiastes?	
	

I.	 Vain religion is expressed in careless worship, vv. 1-3.	
A. Respect for God.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

B. Attention to speech.	



	
	
	

II.	 Vain religion is confirmed by unfulfilled commitment, vv. 4, 5.	
A. God always values commitment.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

B. We often abuse commitment.	



	
	
	

III.	 Vain religion is remedied by divine fear, vv. 6, 7.	
A. Vanity can be dangerous.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

B. Fear can be beneficial.	



	
	
	
	

For Your Personal Devotions	
	
	
	

Points of Application:	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Memorable Illustrations:	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Evaluation:	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Questions for Further Study:	
	


