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To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. (1 Samuel 15:22) 

 

… if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. (1 John 2:5) 

 

Our greatest responsibility is to introduce our children to Jesus and to teach them what it 

means to walk with Him obediently as Savior and Lord. 

I. Parents need to avoid embittering their children.                   

Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. (Colossians 3:21) 

8 Potential Parenting Sins 

1) Thinking of self first 

2) Unrealistic expectations  

3) Negativity  

4) Overprotection  

5) Favoritism 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in 

his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. When his brothers saw that their father loved 

him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. (Genesis 

37:3-4)  

6) Inconsistency 

7) Verbal or Physical Abuse 

8) Failing to discipline 

The LORD is exalted, for he dwells on high; 

    he will fill Zion with his justice and righteousness. 

He will be the sure foundation for your times, 

    a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; 

    the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure. (Isaiah 33:5-6) 

Whoever spares the rod hates their children, but the one who loves their children is careful to 

discipline them. (Proverbs 13:24) 

Discipline your children, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to their death. 

(Proverbs 19:18) 

 



Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect 

will. (Romans 12:2) 

II. Parents must teach their children the ways of God. (v. 4b) 

Train up a child in the way he should go;    even when he is old he will not depart from it. (Pro 

22:6) 

Or to paraphrase: Point your kids in the right direction—    when they’re old they won’t be lost. 

My people, hear my teaching; 

    listen to the words of my mouth. 

I will open my mouth with a parable; 

    I will utter hidden things, things from of old— 

things we have heard and known, 

    things our ancestors have told us. 

We will not hide them from their descendants; 

    we will tell the next generation 

the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, 

    his power, and the wonders he has done. 

He decreed statutes for Jacob 

    and established the law in Israel, 

which he commanded our ancestors 

    to teach their children, 

so the next generation would know them, 

    even the children yet to be born, 

    and they in turn would tell their children. 

Then they would put their trust in God 

    and would not forget his deeds 

    but would keep his commands. 

They would not be like their ancestors— 

    a stubborn and rebellious generation, 

:whose hearts were not loyal to God,- 

    whose spirits were not faithful to him. (Psalm 78:1-8) 

 

And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 

walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. (Deuteronomy 6:4-7) 

 

a) Training is discipline 

And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father 

addresses his son? It says, 



“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 

    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 

because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” 

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not 

disciplined by their father? If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—

then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had human 

fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to 

the Father of spirits and live! They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God 

disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems 

pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 

peace for those who have been trained by it. (Hebrews 12:5-11) 

 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother”—

which is the first commandment with a promise— “so that it may go well with you and that you 

may enjoy long life on the earth.” (Ephesians 6:1-3) 

 

b) Instruction is admonition 

So if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today—to love the LORD your God and 

to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul— then I will send rain on your land in its 

season, both autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in your grain, new wine and olive 

oil. I will provide grass in the fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied. 

Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to them. 

Then the LORD’s anger will burn against you, and he will shut up the heavens so that it will not 

rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will soon perish from the good land the 

LORD is giving you. Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on 

your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them 

when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get 

up. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, so that your days and the 

days of your children may be many in the land the LORD swore to give your ancestors, as many 

as the days that the heavens are above the earth. (Deuteronomy 11:13-21) 

 

 


