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11a Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 
 
David is commanding, as a natural father or as a civil king, that his natural children or his civil 
subjects come and listen to him. What he is about to do is to catechize his children or subjects. 
 
“Catechism” is: 1. A form of instruction by means of questions and answers, particularly in the 
principles of religion. 2. An elementary book containing a summary of principles in any science 
or art, but appropriately in religion, reduced to the form of questions and answers, and 
sometimes with notes, explanations, and references to authorities. (Webster’s 1828) 
 
Catechism is one of the methods by which fathers can fulfill God’s commands to train their 
children and it is the method that David employs here, which we will see shortly in the verses 
that follow. Here are just a few of those commands. 
 

Deuteronomy 4:5-10 5 Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as 
the LORD my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess 
it. 6 Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in 
the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great 
nation is a wise and understanding people. 7 For what nation is there so great, who hath 
God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is in all things that we call upon him for? 8 And 
what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I 
set before you this day? 9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget 
the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: 
but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons; 10 Specially the day that thou stoodest before 
the LORD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD said unto me, Gather me the people 
together, and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the 
days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children. 

 
Deuteronomy 6:2 That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes 
and his commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all 
the days of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged. 

 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 5 And thou shalt 
love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 6 And 
these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 7 And thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8 And 
thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 
9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. 

 
Deuteronomy 11:18-25 18 Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in 
your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your 
eyes. 19 And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 20 And 
thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates: 21 That your 
days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in the land which the LORD sware 
unto your fathers to give them, as the days of heaven upon the earth. 22 For if ye shall 
diligently keep all these commandments which I command you, to do them, to love the LORD 
your God, to walk in all his ways, and to cleave unto him; 23 Then will the LORD drive out all 
these nations from before you, and ye shall possess greater nations and mightier than yourselves. 
24 Every place whereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall be yours: from the wilderness and 
Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, even unto the uttermost sea shall your coast be. 25 
There shall no man be able to stand before you: for the LORD your God shall lay the fear of you 
and the dread of you upon all the land that ye shall tread upon, as he hath said unto you. 
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Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it. 
 
Ephesians 6:1-4 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 2 Honour 
thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) 3 That it may be well 
with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

  
Matthew 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world. Amen. 
 
Revelation 14:6-7 6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory 
to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and 
the sea, and the fountains of waters. 

 
The subject he is about to teach them is “the fear of the LORD”. 
 
11b Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 
 
Why teach children or subjects the fear of the LORD? 
 
John Gill comments: “this is the first lesson to be taught and learnt; for it is the beginning of 
wisdom; it includes all grace, and every duty, and regards the whole worship of God, and the 
manner of it.” 
 

Ecclesiastes 12:12-14 12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many 
books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh. 13 Let us hear the 
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the 
whole duty of man. 14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 

 
“Fear of the LORD” is foundational. “Fear of the LORD” is to be taught unto generations. 
Fathers and grandfathers, mothers and grandmothers, you are to teach your children and 
grandchildren “the fear of the LORD”. Children, you are to teach your children and 
grandchildren “the fear of the LORD”.  
 
The scriptures provide us the reasons why the “The fear of the LORD” is foundational and must 
be taught to generations: It … is clean, is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge, is to hate evil, 
prolongs days, is strong confidence, is a fountain of life, is riches and honor and life, is treasure.  
 

1 Peter 2:17 Honour (timaō) all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear (phobeō) God. Honour 
(timaō) the king. 

 
Obviously, from the scriptures, both the Old and the New Testament, “the fear of the LORD” is 
the starting place for learning. This is where David begins his catechism. He asks a question. 
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12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good? 
 
The paraphrase of this question is not, “How does a man get life, many days, so he can see 
good?”. The paraphrase of this question is, “What does the life of a man who fears the LORD 
God look like?” The subject being taught is “the fear of the LORD”, the question relates back to 
the subject and is an extension thereof. The man who fears the LORD God is the man that 
desires life, loves many days, and wants to see good (in his life for many days).  David’s question 
is taking the doctrinal question (What is “the fear of the LORD”?) and answering it with 
practical application (What does “the fear of the LORD” look like in everyday life?”) Remember 
that this is a father and king teaching his children and subjects. Jesus Christ taught this way. He 
used parables to reveal how doctrinal truths were applied in practical ways in everyday life. 
 
The next two verses then are some of the practical ways that “the fear of the LORD” is revealed 
in the God-fearing man’s life. These are the things that fathers and kings should expect to see in 
their children and subjects who “fear the LORD”. These are the things that are the produced 
from a man and a people who “desireth life, and loveth many days, that he (or they) may see 
good”. This is the revelation of “the fear of the LORD” in God-fearing people. David structures 
the answer to his question as commands to his children and subjects. 
 
Do not speak evil things. “The fear of the LORD” produces good words. 
 
13a Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.  
 
The tongue is the organ of speech. It forms words. And, if we know nothing else from the 
scripture, we know that words are powerful. Jesus Christ says “I am…” and the crowd with 
Judas is forced backwards and falls to the ground. Jesus Christ says “It is finished…” and he 
gives up the ghost, fulfilling all prophecy and saving all of his people from their sins for all 
eternity. Jesus Christ says “Mary…” and opens blind eyes to see a risen, victorious, savior king. 
Words are powerful and words are never, ever, neutral. They are death or life. 
 

Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat 
the fruit thereof. 
 
John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 

 
Do not lie. “The fear of the LORD” produces honest words. 
 
13b Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.  
 
“Guile” is: Craft; cunning; artifice; duplicity; deceit; usually in a bad sense. (Webster’s 1828) 
 
We don’t use the word “guile” often today but perhaps we should for most certainly we live in an 
age where guile is spoken from nearly every place in our land, from the civil podium to the 
church pulpit. Evil, according to the word of God, is called good. Good, according to the word of 
God, is called evil. Every media outlet (yes, even the “conservative” outlets) consistently speaks 
guile from their lips and the only way to discern truth is to discern whether what is spoken 
originates from the trustworthy “fear of the LORD” or an untrustworthy, secular, humanist, 
pagan, source. But the man who fears God will not speak guile from his lips. Jesus Christ is our 
example. 
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Isaiah 53:9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he 
had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 
 

Guileless lips are a mark of the redeemed of God. 
 

Revelation 14:5 And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault 
before the throne of God. 

 
We have Jesus Christ as our example. We should be an honest people who only speak “the truth 
in love” to both friend and foe, to both Christian and pagan, without exception. Deception comes 
from sin and Satan.  
 

John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

 
Leave evil and do good. “The fear of the LORD” produces repentance and good works. 
 
14a Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. 
 
David is approaching “the fear of the LORD” from two directions: word and deed; speech and 
action. Words or speech alone are not enough. Deeds or actions alone are not enough. The man 
who loves life, many days, and good things is a man of both. All things he says or does are 
guided by his “fear of the LORD”. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God. 

 
Colossians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

 
Colossians 3:23-24 23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye 
serve the Lord Christ. 

 
Seek and pursue peace. “The fear of the LORD” produces peace and unity. 
 
14b Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. 
 
To “fear God and keep his commandments” is to find peace. Jesus Christ tells us that his “yoke is 
easy” and his “burden is light”. To have God-given boundaries, to live under the law of love, is to 
live in freedom and peace.  
 

Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 
because he trusteth in thee. 

 
Only through Jesus Christ is that peace and unity made real. As the aphorism goes: “No Jesus, 
no peace. Know Jesus, know peace.” 
 

Ephesians 2:14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us; 
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Peter quotes directly from Psalms in 1 Peter 3 where he exhorts the elect of God to be unified.  
 

1 Peter 3:8-16 8 Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as 
brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: 9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but 
contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.  10 
For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips 
that they speak no guile: 11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and 
ensue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. 13 And who is he that will harm 
you, if ye be followers of that which is good? 14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, 
happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; 15 But sanctify the 
Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 16 Having a good 
conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely 
accuse your good conversation in Christ. 

 
There is, without a doubt, much, much more that could be said up on this doctrinal subject of 
“the fear of the LORD” and its practical applications in our lives, but we must bring this to a 
close now. I exhort you, parents and grandparents, to teach your children and grandchildren the 
fear of the LORD. To be generational in your teaching. I exhort you, citizens of the United States 
of America, to teach all other citizens, including your representatives, executives, and judges, the 
fear of the LORD. To be national in your teaching. I exhort you, as citizens of the Kingdom of 
God, to speak and to do the things that your King of Kings and Lord of Lords has exemplified 
and commanded for you to do so that you may live at peace without fear of men. 


