Perseverance of the Saints

Definition: All those who are truly born again will be preserved by God’s power and will persevere as
Christians until the end of their lives.

Preservation

All those who are truly born again will be preserved by God’s power until the end of their lives.

God Holds Us: John 10:27-30 — “My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me. | give
them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father,
who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's
hand. | and the Father are one.”

God Gives us Certainty: Romans 8:38-39 — “For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

God’s Wills It: John 6:38-40 — “For | have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of
him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that | should lose nothing of all that he has
given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the
Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last day.”

God Gives a Deposit: 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 — “And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and
has anointed us, and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.”

God Sees it as Already Accomplished: Romans 8:30 — “And those whom he predestined he also called,
and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.”

Perseverance
All those who are truly born again will persevere as Christians until the end of their lives.

The Race: Hebrews 12:1-2 — “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is
set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God.”

The Crown: 2 Timothy 4:7-8 — “I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.”

The Model: Jude 17-22 — “But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ. They said to you, ‘In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly
passions.’ It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. But you, beloved, building



yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God,
waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. And have mercy on those who
doubt; save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the
garment stained by the flesh.”

How to Persevere:

e Faith

e Prayer
e love

e Hope

Perseverance and the Doctrines of Grace

Perseverance of the Saints is inescapable when we understand and believe the Doctrines of Grace and a
biblical and logical impossibility if we do not.

Application:

e This doctrine humbles us
e This doctrine motivates our sanctification
e This doctrine gives us assurance



