
God Is Light – 1 John 
(June 1, 2018)   1 John 1:5- 

 

 
Last week -- Invitation of fellowship:   1 John 1:3-4   That which we have seen and heard 

declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.  4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy 
may be full. 

Today -- The message:   1 John 1:5    This then is the message which we have heard of him, and 

declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.   
● The message:   “God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all” 

● God’s first action -- division:   Genesis 1:4   And God saw the light, that it was good: and 
God divided the light from the darkness. 

● Light is a Biblical metaphor:   Proverbs 4:18 symbolizes righteousness as the “morning sun.” 
Philippians 2:15 likens God’s children who are “blameless and pure” to shining stars in the 
sky.   Matthew 5:16   Jesus used light as a picture of good works: “Let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your good deeds”    Psalms 34:5   They looked unto him, 
and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. (radiant) 

● The opposite:   Light is a metaphor for righteousness and goodness -- darkness signifies evil 
and sin 

● God is not the light --  God is light:   It is his personage -- it is who He is 
● The message:   God is completely, unreservedly, absolutely holy, with no admixture of sin, 

no hint of iniquity, and no hint of injustice.  (Got Questions.com) -- Pure light -- no darkness 
● Notice descriptions:   Ezekiel 1:26-28 declares, “Above the expanse over their heads was what 

looked like a throne of sapphire, and high above on the throne was a figure like that of a man. I 
saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, 
and that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him. Like the 
appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him.”  

             Revelation 1:14-15 proclaims, “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and  
             his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was  
             like the sound of rushing waters.  

● Heard of him:   Really means “heard from him/Jesus” -- Jesus was the messenger 
● Notice how John begins his gospel:   John 1:4-5   In him was life; and the life was the light 

of men.  5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 
● Jesus speaks:   John 8:12   Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the 

world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 
● Light summarized:  God is completely, unreservedly, absolutely holy, with no admixture of sin, no 

hint of iniquity, and no hint of injustice.  (Got Questions.com) -- Pure light -- no darkness -- God is 
holy -- We cannot judge God;  cannot judge the actions of God;  Cannot be mad at God 
● The message is not focused on the other attributes of God -- only the purity -- only the holiness 
● Then we have the but:   “no darkness at all” -- no bad at all   

● Darkness is both physical for understanding and spiritual in setting the goal 

Remember:   Romans 10:1-4   Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they 

might be saved.  2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge.  3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
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righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  4 For Christ is the end 
of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 

Remember:    John 14:1   Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 

Salvation problem:   Researchers (Pew, Barna and Lifeway) used a four-point definition developed 

by LifeWay Research relying on the following four statements -- the results were similar: 
●  The Bible is the highest authority for what I believe. 

●  It is important for me personally to encourage non-Christians to trust Jesus Christ as Savior. 

●  Jesus Christ’s death on the cross is the only sacrifice that could remove the penalty of my sin. 

● Only those who trust in Jesus Christ alone as their Savior receive God’s free gift of eternal     

salvation 

The results:  29% of Americans consider themselves to be a born-again Christian. Another 6% not sure 

● Jesus said:   John 3:19   And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and 

men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

● Here the light is a noun -- a person -- Jesus Christ 

The message -- Walking problem:     1 John 1:6-7a   If we say that we have fellowship with him, 

and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 

light, we have fellowship one with another . . . . . . . . 

● Fellowship:  The message is about fellowship, not the relationship -- you can be in a 
relationship while not in fellowship (married, but not together)   

● Remember the invitation from 1 John 1:3:  “ that ye also may have fellowship with us: and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 

● Remember the goal from 1 John 1:4:   “these things write we unto you, that your joy may be 
full.” 

● What is the darkness:   Dictionary definition is absence of light -- message definition is absence 
of God (God is light) 

● They say and themems:   This is not the same”we” as verse 3 -- This “we” is addressing false 
teachers/false beliefs/self-justification/etc. 

● We lie and do not the truth:   If we do as we please, we are lying to ourselves -- not God 
● We have fellowship:   True fellowship is with the holy God, not with a good buddy god. 
● Seek growth:   To walk in the light is to seek to be holy as God is holy. 

Excuses eliminated:   1 John 1:7b-10  . . . . . and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 

all sin.  8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 
us. 
● Already cleansed:   “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 
● When we stumble:   We cannot rationalize; deny or justify sin -- but when we do just confess 

●  1 John 2:1   My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

Who are you: 
● Examine yourself:    2 Corinthians 13:5   Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove 

your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be 
reprobates? 

● Believers are in the light:   1 Thessalonians 5:5   Ye are all the children of light, and the 
children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 
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Remember the goal:   1 John 1:4   And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 

 

Walk the walk:  You are in the light -- act like it 


