
May 29th, 2022PM – Pastor Kevin Olivier 
WCF 23, sec 3a – “Church & State Relations” 

 
2 Chronicles 26:16-23 
 
A. The sad, historical account we just read of foolish Uzziah upholds WCF 23, sec 3 when it says,   

“Civil magistrates (secular rulers/government officials) may not assume to themselves the  
  administration of the Word & sacraments.” 

 1. It wasn’t enough to have the honor of being king over God’s chosen people? 
    [We Ø sure exactly what Uzziah was thinking].   

2. Scripture does tell us that he was upset when he was challenged by the Azariah & the other 80  
priests & told him “It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the Lord, but for the priests” to 
carry-out the temple duties. (v18).    
 a. Rather than responding with humility, Uzziah was enraged with the priests (v19).   
 b. The source of his anger is found in v16.→ look there.  

 
B. Perhaps there are some modern men or women in civil office who believe they have a right to  

“…assume to themselves the administration of the Word & sacraments; or the power of the keys of the   
   kingdom of heaven; or, in the least, interfere in matters of faith.”  

1. Newsweek: In Canada, a “71-year-old pastor of a north London church was arrested on April 23  
    [of 2021] under the United Kingdom's Public Order Act for allegedly making ‘homophobic  

comments’ during a public sermon…”  
The pastor defended himself saying, "I wasn't making any homophobic comments. I was just 

defining marriage as a relationship between a man and a woman," … "I was only saying what 
the Bible says – I wasn't wanting to hurt anyone or cause offense. I was doing what my job 
description says, which is to preach the gospel in open air as well as in a church building.”1  

 
2. This sort of totalitarian regulation & distortion of morality can come to our community as well. 

     Please prayerfully consider who you vote for if they are part of a political system that supports  
     such gross violation of Christian morality.    
  a. It is possible your pastor could one day go to jail from preaching Rom 1:26-28 which  
      describes homosexuality as “unnatural” and coming from a “depraved mind.”  

b. This is a possibility one day in America for any pastor who preaches on Scriptures  
    deemed by some as illegal “hate speech.”   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 https://www.newsweek.com/pastor-arrested-after-sermon-marriage-police-cite-complaints-homophobic-comments-1588129 



 
Sec 3  goes on to say that the civil magistrates or rulers  “…Yet, as nursing fathers, it is the duty of civil 
magistrates to protect the church of our common Lord, without giving the preference to any 
denomination of Christians above the rest,…” 
A. Isa 49:22-23 gives us this language of governing rulers being as nursing fathers to protect the church.   
     → Turn to Isa 49:22f.  
 1. How does this fit with an absolute division of church & state?  It does not.  
  

2. If someone tries to break-in and harm us because they hate Christians, the police would  
     risk their lives to “protect the church of our common Lord.”   
  a. The WCF says that should be the case for all denominations of Christians & not just  
      Orthodox Presbyterians.  

b. Sec 3 goes on to say that such defense is to be given “in such a manner that all  
    ecclesiastical persons whatever shall enjoy the full, free, and unquestioned liberty of  
    discharging every part of their sacred functions, without violence or danger.” 

3. This is call or duty from Isa 49 is not always the case in Canada or in America. 
 

B. The key reason why we do not want government interference in the church is because such could  
     distort the gospel of Christ, causing some to be comfortable in their sin & unbelief.   
 1. We don’t want to preach against certain sins because we hate others.  It is because we want 
     them to believe on Christ, repent of sin & walk with Him to attain eternal life. 
 2. If fear keeps ministers from ever preaching on particular sins, those persons may never repent. 
 
 
 
Review, further application, & conclusion:  
 
 


