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Psalm	10:1–18	Why,	O	Lord,	do	you	stand	far	
away?	Why	do	you	hide	yourself	in	times	of	
trouble?	2	In	arrogance	the	wicked	hotly	pursue	
the	poor;	let	them	be	caught	in	the	schemes	that	
they	have	devised.	3	For	the	wicked	boasts	of	the	
desires	of	his	soul,	and	the	one	greedy	for	gain	
curses	and	renounces	the	Lord.	4	In	the	pride	of	
his	face	the	wicked	does	not	seek	him;	all	his	
thoughts	are,	“There	is	no	God.”	5	His	ways	
prosper	at	all	times;	your	judgments	are	on	high,	
out	of	his	sight;	as	for	all	his	foes,	he	puffs	at	
them.	6	He	says	in	his	heart,	“I	shall	not	be	
moved;	throughout	all	generations	I	shall	not	
meet	adversity.”	7	His	mouth	is	filled	with	
cursing	and	deceit	and	oppression;	under	his	
tongue	are	mischief	and	iniquity.	8	He	sits	in	
ambush	in	the	villages;	in	hiding	places	he	
murders	the	innocent.	His	eyes	stealthily	watch	
for	the	helpless;	9	he	lurks	in	ambush	like	a	lion	
in	his	thicket;	he	lurks	that	he	may	seize	the	
poor;	he	seizes	the	poor	when	he	draws	him	into	
his	net.	10	The	helpless	are	crushed,	sink	down,	
and	fall	by	his	might.	11	He	says	in	his	heart,	
“God	has	forgotten,	he	has	hidden	his	face,	he	
will	never	see	it.”	12	Arise,	O	Lord;	O	God,	lift	up	
your	hand;	forget	not	the	afflicted.	13	Why	does	
the	wicked	renounce	God	and	say	in	his	heart,	
“You	will	not	call	to	account”?	14	But	you	do	see,	
for	you	note	mischief	and	vexation,	that	you	may	
take	it	into	your	hands;	to	you	the	helpless	
commits	himself;	you	have	been	the	helper	of	the	
fatherless.	15	Break	the	arm	of	the	wicked	and	
evildoer;	call	his	wickedness	to	account	till	you	
find	none.	16	The	Lord	is	king	forever	and	ever;	
the	nations	perish	from	his	land.	17	O	Lord,	you	
hear	the	desire	of	the	afflicted;	you	will	
strengthen	their	heart;	you	will	incline	your	ear	
18	to	do	justice	to	the	fatherless	and	the	

oppressed,	so	that	man	who	is	of	the	earth	may	
strike	terror	no	more.	
	
I.	Expressing	Discontentment	(v1)	
A.	Why	ask	why?	
	
Psalm	42:5	Why	are	you	cast	down,	O	my	soul,	
and	why	are	you	in	turmoil	within	me?	Hope	in	
God;	for	I	shall	again	praise	him,	my	salvation	
Psalm	43:5	Why	are	you	cast	down,	O	my	soul,	
and	why	are	you	in	turmoil	within	me?	Hope	in	
God;	for	I	shall	again	praise	him,	my	salvation	
and	my	God.	
Psalm	44:23	&	24	Awake!	Why	are	you	sleeping,	
O	Lord?	Rouse	yourself!	Do	not	reject	us	forever!	
24	Why	do	you	hide	your	face?	Why	do	you	
forget	our	affliction	and	oppression?	
Matthew	27:46	And	about	the	ninth	hour	Jesus	
cried	out	with	a	loud	voice,	saying,	“Eli,	Eli,	lema	
sabachthani?”	that	is,	“My	God,	my	God,	why	
have	you	forsaken	me?”	
Psalm	22:1	&	2	My	God,	my	God,	why	have	you	
forsaken	me?	Why	are	you	so	far	from	saving	me,	
from	the	words	of	my	groaning?	2	O	my	God,	I	
cry	by	day,	but	you	do	not	answer,	and	by	night,	
but	I	find	no	rest.	
	
B.	What’s	really	behind	the	discontentment?	
	
Matthew	14:28–31	And	Peter	answered	him,	
“Lord,	if	it	is	you,	command	me	to	come	to	you	on	
the	water.”	29	He	said,	“Come.”	So	Peter	got	out	
of	the	boat	and	walked	on	the	water	and	came	to	
Jesus.	30	But	when	he	saw	the	wind,	he	was	
afraid,	and	beginning	to	sink	he	cried	out,	“Lord,	
save	me.”	31	Jesus	immediately	reached	out	his	
hand	and	took	hold	of	him,	saying	to	him,	“O	you	
of	little	faith,	why	did	you	doubt?”	



Isaiah	40:27–31	Why	do	you	say,	O	Jacob,	and	
speak,	O	Israel,	“My	way	is	hidden	from	the	Lord,	
and	my	right	is	disregarded	by	my	God”?	28	
Have	you	not	known?	Have	you	not	heard?	The	
Lord	is	the	everlasting	God,	the	Creator	of	the	
ends	of	the	earth.	He	does	not	faint	or	grow	
weary;	his	understanding	is	unsearchable.	29	He	
gives	power	to	the	faint,	and	to	him	who	has	no	
might	he	increases	strength.	30	Even	youths	
shall	faint	and	be	weary,	and	young	men	shall	fall	
exhausted;	31	but	they	who	wait	for	the	Lord	
shall	renew	their	strength;	they	shall	mount	up	
with	wings	like	eagles;	they	shall	run	and	not	be	
weary;	they	shall	walk	and	not	faint.	
	
II.	Reasoning	Behind	the	Discontentment	(v2-11)	
A.	Overall	arrogance.	
	
Psalm	14:1	The	fool	says	in	his	heart,	“There	is	
no	God.”	They	are	corrupt,	they	do	abominable	
deeds,	there	is	none	who	does	good.	
Luke	18:11	&	12	The	Pharisee,	standing	by	
himself,	prayed	thus:	‘God,	I	thank	you	that	I	am	
not	like	other	men,	extortioners,	unjust,	
adulterers,	or	even	like	this	tax	collector.	12	I	fast	
twice	a	week;	I	give	tithes	of	all	that	I	get.’	
	
B.	Atheistic	prosperity.	
	
Hosea	12:8	Ephraim	has	said,	“Ah,	but	I	am	rich;	I	
have	found	wealth	for	myself;	in	all	my	labors	
they	cannot	find	in	me	iniquity	or	sin.”	
Deuteronomy	8:17	&	18	Beware	lest	you	say	in	
your	heart,	‘My	power	and	the	might	of	my	hand	
have	gotten	me	this	wealth.’	18	You	shall	
remember	the	Lord	your	God,	for	it	is	he	who	
gives	you	power	to	get	wealth,	that	he	may	
confirm	his	covenant	that	he	swore	to	your	
fathers,	as	it	is	this	day.	
Luke	12:19–21	And	I	will	say	to	my	soul,	“Soul,	
you	have	ample	goods	laid	up	for	many	years;	
relax,	eat,	drink,	be	merry.”	’	20	But	God	said	to	
him,	‘Fool!	This	night	your	soul	is	required	of	
you,	and	the	things	you	have	prepared,	whose	
will	they	be?’	21	So	is	the	one	who	lays	up	
treasure	for	himself	and	is	not	rich	toward	God.”	
	
C.	Boastful	security.	
	

Isaiah	47:7	You	said,	“I	shall	be	mistress	forever,”	
so	that	you	did	not	lay	these	things	to	heart	or	
remember	their	end.	
Revelation	18:7	As	she	glorified	herself	and	lived	
in	luxury,	so	give	her	a	like	measure	of	torment	
and	mourning,	since	in	her	heart	she	says,	‘I	sit	
as	a	queen,	I	am	no	widow,	and	mourning	I	shall	
never	see.’	
	
D.	Vile	speech.	
	
Proverbs	26:24–26	Whoever	hates	disguises	
himself	with	his	lips	and	harbors	deceit	in	his	
heart;	25	when	he	speaks	graciously,	believe	him	
not,	for	there	are	seven	abominations	in	his	
heart;	26	though	his	hatred	be	covered	with	
deception,	his	wickedness	will	be	exposed	in	the	
assembly.	
Romans	3:13	&	14	“Their	throat	is	an	open	
grave;	they	use	their	tongues	to	deceive.”	“The	
venom	of	asps	is	under	their	lips.”	14	“Their	
mouth	is	full	of	curses	and	bitterness.”	
	
E.	Unsatisfied	violence.	
	
Ezekiel	8:12	Then	he	said	to	me,	“Son	of	man,	
have	you	seen	what	the	elders	of	the	house	of	
Israel	are	doing	in	the	dark,	each	in	his	room	of	
pictures?	For	they	say,	‘The	Lord	does	not	see	us,	
the	Lord	has	forsaken	the	land.’	”	
Ezekiel	9:9	Then	he	said	to	me,	“The	guilt	of	the	
house	of	Israel	and	Judah	is	exceedingly	great.	
The	land	is	full	of	blood,	and	the	city	full	of	
injustice.	For	they	say,	‘The	Lord	has	forsaken	
the	land,	and	the	Lord	does	not	see.’	
	
III.	God’s	Cure	For	Discontentment	(v12-18)	
A.	Seek	God.	
	
Numbers	10:35	And	whenever	the	ark	set	out,	
Moses	said,	“Arise,	O	Lord,	and	let	your	enemies	
be	scattered,	and	let	those	who	hate	you	flee	
before	you.”	
Daniel	7:11	&	12	“I	looked	then	because	of	the	
sound	of	the	great	words	that	the	horn	was	
speaking.	And	as	I	looked,	the	beast	was	killed,	
and	its	body	destroyed	and	given	over	to	be	
burned	with	fire.	12	As	for	the	rest	of	the	beasts,	
their	dominion	was	taken	away,	but	their	lives	
were	prolonged	for	a	season	and	a	time.	



Luke	6:27	&	28	“But	I	say	to	you	who	hear,	Love	
your	enemies,	do	good	to	those	who	hate	you,	28	
bless	those	who	curse	you,	pray	for	those	who	
abuse	you.	
Romans	12:19	&	20	Beloved,	never	avenge	
yourselves,	but	leave	it	to	the	wrath	of	God,	for	it	
is	written,	“Vengeance	is	mine,	I	will	repay,	says	
the	Lord.”	20	To	the	contrary,	“if	your	enemy	is	
hungry,	feed	him;	if	he	is	thirsty,	give	him	
something	to	drink;	for	by	so	doing	you	will	heap	
burning	coals	on	his	head.”	
	
B.	Go	back	to	God’s	eternal	attributes.	
	
Psalm	82:3	Give	justice	to	the	weak	and	the	
fatherless;	maintain	the	right	of	the	afflicted	and	
the	destitute.	
Psalm	68:5	Father	of	the	fatherless	and	protector	
of	widows	is	God	in	his	holy	habitation.	
1	Kings	21:17–19	Then	the	word	of	the	Lord	
came	to	Elijah	the	Tishbite,	saying,	18	“Arise,	go	
down	to	meet	Ahab	king	of	Israel,	who	is	in	
Samaria;	behold,	he	is	in	the	vineyard	of	Naboth,	
where	he	has	gone	to	take	possession.	19	And	
you	shall	say	to	him,	‘Thus	says	the	Lord,	“Have	
you	killed	and	also	taken	possession?”	’	And	you	
shall	say	to	him,	‘Thus	says	the	Lord:	“In	the	
place	where	dogs	licked	up	the	blood	of	Naboth	
shall	dogs	lick	your	own	blood.”	’	”	
Luke	16:22–24	The	poor	man	died	and	was	
carried	by	the	angels	to	Abraham’s	side.	The	rich	
man	also	died	and	was	buried,	23	and	in	Hades,	
being	in	torment,	he	lifted	up	his	eyes	and	saw	
Abraham	far	off	and	Lazarus	at	his	side.	24	And	
he	called	out,	‘Father	Abraham,	have	mercy	on	
me,	and	send	Lazarus	to	dip	the	end	of	his	finger	
in	water	and	cool	my	tongue,	for	I	am	in	anguish	
in	this	flame.’	
	
C.	Focus	upon	God’s	purposes.	
	
Psalm	6:8	&	9	Depart	from	me,	all	you	workers	of	
evil,	for	the	Lord	has	heard	the	sound	of	my	
weeping.	9	The	Lord	has	heard	my	plea;	the	Lord	
accepts	my	prayer.	
Proverbs	16:1	The	plans	of	the	heart	belong	to	
man,	but	the	answer	of	the	tongue	is	from	the	
Lord.	
Isaiah	51:12	&	13	“I,	I	am	he	who	comforts	you;	
who	are	you	that	you	are	afraid	of	man	who	dies,	
of	the	son	of	man	who	is	made	like	grass,	13	and	

have	forgotten	the	Lord,	your	Maker,	who	
stretched	out	the	heavens	and	laid	the	
foundations	of	the	earth,	and	you	fear	
continually	all	the	day	because	of	the	wrath	of	
the	oppressor,	when	he	sets	himself	to	destroy?	
And	where	is	the	wrath	of	the	oppressor?	
Revelation	20:1–3	Then	I	saw	an	angel	coming	
down	from	heaven,	holding	in	his	hand	the	key	
to	the	bottomless	pit	and	a	great	chain.	2	And	he	
seized	the	dragon,	that	ancient	serpent,	who	is	
the	devil	and	Satan,	and	bound	him	for	a	
thousand	years,	3	and	threw	him	into	the	pit,	and	
shut	it	and	sealed	it	over	him,	so	that	he	might	
not	deceive	the	nations	any	longer,	until	the	
thousand	years	were	ended.	After	that	he	must	
be	released	for	a	little	while.	
Revelation	1:17	&	18	When	I	saw	him,	I	fell	at	his	
feet	as	though	dead.	But	he	laid	his	right	hand	on	
me,	saying,	“Fear	not,	I	am	the	first	and	the	last,	
18	and	the	living	one.	I	died,	and	behold	I	am	
alive	forevermore,	and	I	have	the	keys	of	Death	
and	Hades.	
Habakkuk	3:17–19	Though	the	fig	tree	should	
not	blossom,	nor	fruit	be	on	the	vines,	the	
produce	of	the	olive	fail	and	the	fields	yield	no	
food,	the	flock	be	cut	off	from	the	fold	and	there	
be	no	herd	in	the	stalls,	18	yet	I	will	rejoice	in	the	
Lord;	I	will	take	joy	in	the	God	of	my	salvation.	
19	God,	the	Lord,	is	my	strength;	he	makes	my	
feet	like	the	deer’s;	he	makes	me	tread	on	my	
high	places.	To	the	choirmaster:	with	stringed	
instruments.	
1	Timothy	6:6–8	But	godliness	with	contentment	
is	great	gain,	7	for	we	brought	nothing	into	the	
world,	and	we	cannot	take	anything	out	of	the	
world.	8	But	if	we	have	food	and	clothing,	with	
these	we	will	be	content.	
Philippians	4:11	Not	that	I	am	speaking	of	being	
in	need,	for	I	have	learned	in	whatever	situation	I	
am	to	be	content.	


