The Gospel of the Risen Christ. Acts 2:14-47 Easter 2011

Introduction.

A. Thesignificance of Peter’s sermon at Pentecost.

B. What ishappening isa sign that the great promises of the Old Testament have been
fulfilled in the coming of Jesus. v. 14-21 Joel. 2:28-32

IlI. Weproclaim Jesus. v. 22-36

A. Jewus life. v. 22
1. Hismiraclessignify that Heisthe Messiah sent by God. Mt. 11:2-5 |sa. 35:5ff
Isa. 61:1 John 3:2
2. God continuesto bear testimony to His Son.

B. Jesus death — by crucifixion. v. 23
1. You put Him to death on a Roman cross. v. 23b,36b Mt. 27:15-25
2. Can such achargebeleveled against us'you? Romans 3:10ff,23 Isa. 53:6a
3. How could God allow the Christ to diein thisway? v. 23a Gal. 3:13 Mt. 27:46
a. Jesus death was necessary according to God’s eternal plan. 3:18 4:27-28
Luke 24:26-27 |sa. 53:4,10
b. Jesus suffering was necessary because He died as a substitute so that His
people’ ssnsmight beforgiven. Isa. 53:5-6 Jo. 1:29 Mark 10:45 Il Co. 5:21
4. Peter isnot afraid to preach hard things.

C. Jesus resurrection. v. 24-32 John 11:24-26

1. God hasreversed your verdict by raising Jesus from the dead.

2. Because of Who Heis, it wasimpossible for death to hold Him. v. 24 Ro. 1:4,25

3. Jesus resurrection was prophesied centuries beforein the Old Testament.
v.25-31 | Co. 15:3-4 Luke 24:25-27,46 Ps. 16:8-11 89:3ff |l Sa. 7:12ff

4. We are eyewitnesses of Jesus resurrection. v. 32 1:3 3:15 4:2,10,33 5:30-32
10:39-41 13:30,37 17:31 26:23 | Co. 15:4-8 1l Pe. 1:16

5. God 4till testifiesthat Jesus has been raised from the dead.

6. Theresurrection isimportant! Rom. 10:9 1:4 4:256:4 10:9 | Co. 15:12-19

D. Jesus ascension to heaven —exaltation. v. 33-351:3,9-11 Phil. 2:9-11
1. Forty daysafter theresurrection Jesus ascended to heaven. 1:9-11
2. Now, Heleads and blesses His people through the Holy Spirit. v. 33 1:8 Jo. 16:7
3. Hedglorioudly reignsin heaven until Hereturnsto earth in triumph. v. 34-35
Ps. 110:1 He. 1:13 2:14ff | Co. 15:25 Gen. 3:15

E. Theverdict: God has made this Jesus, whom you regjected, Lord and Christ. v. 36
Ro.10:91:4 | Co. 12:3 Phil. 2:9-11 Isa. 45:23 Peter also implieshope. v. 21

. Thisgospel demandsaresponse. v. 37-42

A. Faithful gospd preaching will always producearesponse. v. 37 |l Co. 2:15-16
1. Peter’shearersarepierced by a conviction of sin.  16:30 Luke 3:10
2. Ultimately thisfaithful responseisproduced by God. John 16:8-11 Js. 1:18
3. Othersarepierced with anger. 7:54ff | Co. 1:18ff 2:14 John 3:8
4. What isyour responseto the gospel? | Co. 1:18ff



B. Repent (and believe) so that your sins may be forgiven. v. 38a 16:30-31
1. Peter hasgreat newsfor these sinnerswho are under conviction.
2. Repent —turn away from your sins. v. 38a Il Co. 7:10-11 Luke 15:18-19 18:13
3. Admit that you area sinner in need of salvation and turn your back on your old
life. v. 40 Ro. 3:23

C. Call, in faith, upon Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sin. v. 21, 41a 16:31 10:43
Eph. 2:8 John 3:16
1. You cannot be saved by human worksand ritual. Eph. 2:9 Ro. 3:20 Phil. 3:7-9
2. You must trust in Jesus Christ Who died as a substitute for sinners, paying the
full price demanded by God’s holy wrath against sin. | Pe. 3:18 Il Co. 5:21

D. Expressyour inward commitment to Christ through the sign of baptism. v. 38b,41
1. Theact of baptism does not saveyou. v. 21 16:31 Eph. 2:8-9 Jo. 3:16 Lu. 23:43
2. Baptismisan outward symbol of theinward reality of your union with Christ.
Rom. 6:4-5
3. Baptism isimportant — those who have personally repented and believed on the
Lord Jesus Christ should be baptized. Mt. 28:19
4. Baptism can be costly.

E. Join alocal church whereyou can participatein a community of fellowship, worship,
and further spiritual blessings. v. 42-47

IV. Conclusion.

A. ThelLord offersrich promisesto all who turn in faith to Him. v. 38c-39
1. Hewill justly forgive all your sin. v. 38c,21 10:43 Ps. 103:12 | Jo. 1:8-9
2. Hewill giveyou His Spirit who will indwell and transform you. v. 38d 11 Co. 5:17
| Co.12:13
3. Hispromiseisextensive. v. 39,21 lIsa. 57:19
4. What have you done with Jesus Christ?

B. Chrigtians: Boldly proclaim the gospel Jesus apostles preached.

Discussion questions

1. What do Jesus miraculous works signify?

2. Isthere any sensein which you are guilty of the death of Jesus?

3. Wherein the Old Testament was Jesus' resurrection prophesied?

4. How can we know for surethat Jesus has been raised from the dead?

5. Why did Peter’shearers at Pentecost respond asthey did?

6. What must you do in order to beforgiven of your sins?

7. Why is baptism important?

8. What can we learn from Peter’ s message about how we should proclaim the gospel?
9. How does Peter’s gospel call differ from that of many popular preacherstoday?




