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God Commissions Joshua

Introduction
a. objectives

1. subject – God commissions Joshua, promises his presence, and exhorts him to courage
2. aim – to cause us to understand what it will take to obey our Great Commission
3. passage – Joshua 1:1-9

b. outline
1. God Commissions Joshua (Joshua 1:1-4)
2. God Comforts Joshua (Joshua 1:5)
3. God Commands Joshua (Joshua 1:6-9)

c. overview
1. our methodology through this book

a. working through this narrative in pericopes: logical, cohesive sections of the text with a singular 
subject and intent; logical “pieces” that encompass the entirety of a given thought by the author

b. i.e. in didactic works (e.g. Jude), it might be only a verse or two of thought; in a narrative (like 
Joshua), it will be larger units that encompasses a single event

c. e.g. the first nine (9) verses of the book are a single pericope; the story of Rahab, all of chap. 2
d. IMO: there are about 28 logical pericopes in this book, some encompassing multiple chapters

1. we may be forced to split some into multiple parts to complete, but the goal is not to exegete 
every verse (sometimes!), but to work through the overarching point made in each section

I. God Commissions Joshua (Joshua 1:1-4)

Content
a. the opening of the book (vv. 1-2a)

1. a transition from the life and work of Moses to a new leader over Israel
2. specifically, Moses is dead (see that repeated in vv. 1-2a)

a. note: this would have been “news” to Joshua – given that Moses went up Mount Nebo alone and 
died alone (Deut. 34), Joshua would not have known exactly when Moses had actually died
1. true, Moses knew he was going up to die, and the people mourned for him after he left
2. but, the reality of Moses now being actually gone needed to be said (closure)

b. IOW: the opening announcement of God to Joshua is that the days of Moses are over, period
1. i.e. the “baton” of leadership is now being handed to you (don’t look to someone else!)

b. the commissioning of God over Joshua (vv. 2b-4)
1. note: although the text (here) does not specifically say that Joshua is now the leader of Israel, the 

implication of this entire pericope is that he is to lead the people into Canaan
a. the actual commissioning of Joshua to be the next leader is recorded (by him!) in Deut. 34:9
b. so, these words from God are based on that commissioning by Moses
c. thus, the commissioning of Joshua by Yahweh is simply him giving Joshua his first instructions

2. God commissions Joshua to lead the people of Israel across the Jordan into Canaan
a. the land is “given to them” – it is proscribed in accordance with the promise that Yahweh initially

made to Abraham (Genesis 13:14-18; 15:17-21) and repeated to Moses (v. 3 cf. Deut. 34:1-4)
b. the land’s boundaries are defined in v. 4

1. N – S: from “the wilderness” (i.e. the Negev in the S towards Egypt) to “Lebanon” (i.e. in the N)
2. NE – SW: from the “Euphrates” (i.e. in the NE corner of Canaan) to the “Great Sea” (i.e. the 

Mediterranean in the SW corner; towards the “going down of the sun”)
3. more specific details of this territory are given in Numbers 34:1-12, but God repeats it 

(simplistically) here as a reminder that this has all been planned out
c. the commissioning of Joshua as a type of the Christ

1. (as noted before) Joshua (having the same name) is often perceived as a foreshadowing of the 
Christ, his life and work being a “type” of the eventual Messiah – i.e. Joshua parallels Jesus
a. although we will not (necessarily) focus on this in every detail of Joshua’s life, it is most apparent 

here … so we would do well to see the parallels now to Christ (as our ultimate focus)



God Commissions Joshua
© 2021 To Him Be Glory Ministries

2. the initial commissioning of Joshua is similar to the (implied) commissioning of the Son by the Father
a. in the eternal Covenant of Peace, the Father commissions the Son to enter into the created world 

and lead a people to their “promised land” (to what he has decreed for them)
1. just as Joshua is commissioned to lead a people, so the Father commissioned his Son to lead

b. and, the Son is commissioned to “follow” those who had gone before but had failed at the task
1. just as Joshua follows Moses (who had failed due to his own sin; Num. 20:10-13), Jesus follows 

centuries of men who had failed to lead the people to true redemption (e.g. priests, prophets)
3. the initial commissioning of Joshua is (also) similar to the commissioning of the church by Jesus

a. in the Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20 overlapping Jesus’ command in Acts 1:8
1. just as Joshua was commissioned by God to “take over” for Moses, so the church is 

commanded by Christ to “continue” his work (i.e. as his “witnesses”) to the whole world
b. Joshua is the story of conquest – his work foreshadows our own to go out into the world and 

“conquer” it through the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ – to usher the elect people into 
the promises God has established over them in his Son
1.

II. God Comforts Joshua (Joshua 1:5)

Content
a. the discomfort of Joshua

1. note: v. 5 is the central “axle” upon which the entire commissioning turns …
2. question: what might Joshua have been feeling here (i.e. in his humanness)?

a. how does any man follow Moses? how can I possibly lead a million (or more) Israelites into such 
hostile territory? will the people even listen to me? do I even have the ability to do this?

b. IOW: the natural reaction that any man would feel to such a great commissioning
b. the comfort of God over Joshua

1. “no man shall be able to stand before you” = a) no enemy shall be able to withstand your power, or 
b) no other man shall be able to take your leadership position away from you
a. God promises Joshua that his attempts at leadership will be successful – but … why?

2. “I will be with you … I will not leave you” = God himself will act through Joshua
a. note: this is not just a statement that God will “stand by” Joshua as he attempts to lead the people

1. IMO: please remove the phrase “be with so-and-so” from your prayers – be specific
2. this is God announcing that Joshua will simply be the means through which God’s power 

will come – Joshua will simply be the “conduit” through which God will act to lead his people
3. IOW: just as God worked through Moses to bring out the people, part the Red Sea, lead them 

to Sinai, give them a law, and provide for them during 40 years of wandering, he will continue
b. God comforts Joshua by reminding him that the real power of leadership belonged to Yahweh

c. the power of God in Christ
1. the power of God exercised through Joshua is similar to the power of God exercised through Jesus

a. the work of redemption was accomplished by the Son of God himself – no ordinary man could 
possibly bring about what only God himself could (e.g. read Hebrews 7:23-28)
1. just as Joshua was the “conduit” of God’s power in Israel, so the Christ was the ultimate

“conduit” of the power of God, having come himself into the world to complete his own plan
2. the power of God exercised through Joshua is similar to the power of Christ exercised over us

a. in the Great Commission, Jesus reminds us of both his authority and his presence
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me … And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

1. just as Joshua was successful because God worked through him, so we are successful in the 
Spirit of God working through us to complete our commission

b. Joshua is the story of God’s power – his role as the means God used to bring the people into 
Canaan foreshadows our own role as the means God uses to bring the elect to Christ’s kingdom
1.

III. God Commands Joshua (Joshua 1:6-9)

Content
a. the commands of God over Joshua

1. note: to be the means of God’s power, Joshua would have to act – it would not be enough for Joshua 
to just say “let go and let God” – no, Joshua is commissioned to cooperate with God and be useful
a. e.g. our justification is completely by faith, but our faith must be put into action in order to be real
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2. “be strong and very courageous” (vv. 6-7a) = the need to stand up and face what is coming
a. Joshua will need to overcome his fear in the face of hostile enemies and obstinate people – many 

things would threaten him and scare him, but he would need to face them down
3. “do according to all the law … do not turn from it” (v. 7b) = the need for obedience and moral clarity

a. Joshua will need to be morally upright, obeying the law of God as an example to the people –
many temptations to disobedience would come, but he would need to stand as a moral beacon

4. “you shall meditate on [this book of the law]” (v. 8) = the need for a life centered on God and his ways
a. Joshua will need to put God first, serving the Lord rather than personal objectives – he will need 

to make the ways of the Lord primary over all other things, pursuing holiness as the highest call
5. “do not be dismayed” (v. 9) = the need for steadfastness, when things seem to be going awry

a. Joshua will need to “keep on keeping on” especially when failures come – he will need to be 
confident in his calling on keep on going, even when the people fail the Lord and fall short

b. the demands of God over his Son
1. the demands over Joshua by God are similar to the demands over his own Son (i.e. the Covenant of 

Peace demanded that the Son actually do what his Father commanded him)
a. God demanded great courage from the Son to enter into “hostile” territory as a man
b. God demanded obedience from the Son to give himself over to a cross (i.e. John 6:38)
c. God demanded the Son to be the fullest revelation of his eternal ways (i.e. the Word himself)
d. God demanded steadfastness by the Son in everything that would come against him

c. the demands of the Son over his people
1. the demands of God over Joshua are similar to the demands the Son makes over his people

a. the need for courage in the face of great obstacles to the gospel advance (i.e. hostility)
b. the need for obedience to the law of God as the governing force of proclaiming the gospel
c. the need for meditation on the Word of God as the substance of the gospel (i.e. holiness)
d. the need for steadfastness against dismay with God with us every step of the way

2. Joshua is the story of courage – his willingness to stand and face the enemy, knowing and obeying 
the will of God, and staying the course all the way through life foreshadows our responsibility to stand 
up and go do what we have been commanded to do
a.
b. Jude = know what you believe and why you believe it; James = live out what you believe as 

a person of true faith; Joshua = go out in that faith into a hostile world in obedience to the 
Lord, under his commission to complete his purposes through you


