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I Believe 
 
 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
(Genesis 1:1 ESV) 

 
And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe 

that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 
(Hebrews 11:6 ESV) 

 
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God,  

that you may know that you have eternal life. 
(1 John 5:13 ESV) 

 
The Life Everlasting, Amen 
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Introduction: 
 

Good morning! This morning, due to the length of our text, we incorporated the reading into an 

earlier portion of the service. I hope that you will open your Bible again to Revelation 21 as we 

consider this final, glorious line in the Apostle’s Creed: 

 

 I believe in the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

This is where the story ends. 

 

Though, in a truer sense, this is where the story begins.  

 

As we come to the conclusion of this creed, we remind ourselves that God has a plan to finally, 

once and for all, make this world RIGHT! Hallelujah! 

 

And that is very good news because, I’m not sure if you’ve noticed, but this world as we know it 

is passing away. These bodies as we know them are passing away. This life as we know it is 

passing away. Many people spend their entire lives trying to supress this reality, but it is 

undeniably, verifiable true. We are surrounded by death. 
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And yet, we don’t need to despair! The curse of sin has ruined this world but, from day one, God 

has been working His plan to once and for all set things right! Here, in the final pages of our 

Bible, we catch a glimpse into the end game.  

 

Now, our text for this morning is FILLED with symbolism and imagery. We’re not going to have 

time to unpack each and every detail, though I’d encourage you to note down any questions you 

might have and to e-mail me after the service. This morning, we are going to ask one simple 

question: What will the life everlasting be like?  

 

What Will The Life Everlasting Be Like? 

 

The first incredible thing that we learn about the life everlasting is that: 

 

1. It will be free from sin and its effects 

 

There is a sense in which we have already covered this ground. A few weeks ago, we studied the 

line “From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead” and we were reminded that there 

will come a day when every single wrong will be righted. This morning I want to remind you that 

all of these doctrines are inseparably linked. And so it is here. We see allusions to the final 

judgement in our passage. Look with me, for example, at verse 8: 

 

But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with 
fire and sulfur, which is the second death. (Revelation 21:8 ESV) 

 

Flip ahead to verse 27: 

 

But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but 
only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. (Revelation 21:27 ESV) 

 

In the flow of the text, these verses seem to stick out like a sore thumb. In the midst of scenes of 

unimaginable brilliance and unfathomable joy, we find these two startling reminders of 

judgement. Why is that? 
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Heaven would not be glorious if sin were allowed in. For as long as any trace of sin is allowed 

into the camp, there can be no life everlasting. Sin brings ruin. Sin brings curse. Sin brings death. 

 

The older I get, the more I find myself LONGING for this aspect of heaven. When I was a kid, I 

thought sin was breaking mom and dad’s rules. Then, as a teenager, I thought that sin was slang 

for “the kind of fun that your parents don’t want you to have.” Then, as a young man, I thought 

that sin was a tool that some people used to try to control others by making them feel guilty. 

 

Now, I see that I was wildly naïve. Sin is unfathomably evil, and it is the reason for everything 

that is wrong with this world.  

 

It is because of sin that one man will rise against another over the colour of his skin. It is because 

of sin that children are stolen from their parents and forced to do unimaginable things. It is 

because of sin that friends grow to hate one another over petty grievances. It is because of sin that 

215 children were killed by men and women who claimed to be doing the Lord’s work. Sin is 

everything that’s wrong with the world – and it’s everything that’s wrong with the church – and 

it’s everything that’s wrong with me. 

 

And I hate it. Increasingly. The more I understand of this world and the more I understand of 

myself the more I absolutely LOATHE sin.   

 

But, can I tell you something? God hates sin INFINITELY more than I do. And that is good news. 

 

In the final judgement, He is going to punish sin once and for all with all of the wrath that it 

deserves. If you have placed your trust in Christ, that wrath has been absorbed once and for all for 

you at the cross. However, for all those who choose instead to hold onto their sin, they will carry it 

with them into the flaming pit of hell because God is not going to allow any of that mess into His 

new creation. And praise God for that!  

 

Can you imagine a world with no sin? I confess – I can’t. I can’t even begin to understand how 

deeply sin has distorted my thinking and my relationships. I can’t even begin to imagine what a 

sky would look like that is untainted by pollution, or what beauty could look like untainted by lust, 

or what humanity could look like untainted by pride. I can’t. 
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But one day, I won’t have to imagine. In the new heavens and the new earth, as William 

Hendriksen notes: 

 

The very foundations of the earth have been subjected to the purifying fire. Every stain of 
sin, every scar of wrong, every trace of death has been removed.1 

 

That leads to the second thing that we learn in this text. What will life everlasting be like? 

 

2. It will be filled with the purified people of God 

 

I want you to look closely with me at verses 9-10 of chapter 21: 

 
9 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues 
and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the 
Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me 
the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God (Revelation 21:9-10 ESV) 

 

Look closely. The angel says, “I am going to take you up onto this mountain and I am going to 

show you the bride of Christ.” Who is the bride of Christ? Ephesians 5 will help us to answer that 

question: 

 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 
word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. (Ephesians 5:25-27 
ESV) 

 

The CHURCH is the bride of Christ. Jesus has given of himself sacrificially to sanctify us and to 

cleanse us from all of the mess that we see in ourselves and in the church at large. We do not 

currently look like a beautiful bride; I’ll grant you that. And yet, through the sacrifice of Jesus, we 

have in fact been cleansed. We only see that in part right now, but the Apostle John was taken up 

onto that mountain to see the bride of Christ! And what did he see?  

 

                                                
1 William Hendriksen, More Than Conquerors – An Interpretation Of The Book Of Revelation (Grand Rapids, MI: 
BakerBooks, 1940, 1967), 217. 
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And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy 
city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God (Revelation 21:10 ESV) 

 

At first glance, that seems a tad confusing, doesn’t it? The angel promised that he would see the 

bride but instead a saw a city! Was this a trick? I would argue that understanding these two verses 

will help you to understand all of verses 9-27. Here’s the secret: The city IS the bride! This text is 

using symbolic language to describe the perfected church. The city had twelve gates on which 

were written the names of the 12 tribes of Israel. It also had 12 foundations on which were written 

the names of the 12 apostles. Meaning – the heavenly church will be made up of ALL of God’s 

people – Old Testament and New!  

 

The imagery of the pearls and the emeralds and the streets paved with gold illustrate the purity and 

the glory of the church. We will finally be what God made us to be. We will finally be lovers of 

the truth. We will finally be spotless and righteous. And we will finally be unified. 

 

We will enjoy the relationships with one another that God made us to enjoy, and those 

relationships will be perfect and pure. We will worship and laugh and live together with all of the 

men and women of the faith who came before us. You will meet the first person in your family 

who surrendered their heart to the Lord. For some of you, you will BE that first link in the chain of 

faith in your family, and you will meet the generations that followed after you! Can you even 

imagine the joy that will fill your heart? Can you imagine sitting down with your great 

granddaughter and hearing her describe your weathered Bible that was passed down through the 

family?  

 

The life everlasting will not be a solitary existence. It will be filled with the purified people of 

God. 

 

Next, we learn: 

 

3. It will be better than Eden 

 

Look back at verses 1-3 of chapter 22: 

 



6 
 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either 
side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. 
The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be 
anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants 
will worship him. (Revelation 22:1-3 ESV) 

 

The opening pages were set in a garden, and we find ourselves in a garden again as the final 

chapter begins. Only in this garden, there is a glaring absence: The tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil is nowhere to be found. When I was a teenager, I remember asking my dad, “How do I 

know that I won’t eventually sin in heaven? If Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, then why 

wouldn’t I sin in heaven?”  

 

Here’s the difference: In the first garden, Adam and Eve possessed the potential to sin. They also 

had an enemy – the Devil – who was actively working to deceive them into rebellion. But, in this 

final scene, there is no Devil to tempt us – we read in chapter 20 that he was thrown into a flaming 

pit with all of his followers. There is also no sin in this final scene – because Jesus removed our 

sin from us as far as the east is from the west. In the life everlasting, we will be UNABLE to sin!  

 

If you remember, Adam and Eve were kicked out of the garden so that they would not eat from the 

tree of life. But here, in this final scene, a river of living water flows from the throne of God and 

the tree of life is straddling that river with 12 kinds of fruit growing from it and leaves that bring 

healing to the nations. All of this imagery is meant to show us that the eternal life will be like a 

return to Eden but EVEN BETTER! 

 

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 
(Revelation 21:5 ESV) 

  

New! Better! Living water will flow down from the throne of God to bring life and vitality to all 

of God’s creation. And as it was in the beginning, it will be GOOD! Everything that you love in 

this world – every smell, every sight, every sound, every feeling – is only a muted foretaste of 

what God has in store for you!  

 

Put your best efforts into imagining the new heaven and the new earth. Now take that imagined 

reality and multiply it by a MILLION! You still won’t be close. The eternal life will be unlike 
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anything that you could ever imagine in your wildest dreams. And, greatest of all, the fourth thing 

that we learn here is that: 

 

4. God will be there 

 

Now, of course, God is HERE with us now. God is EVERYWHERE. We teach that to our kids 

with the catechism. And yet, we do not currently enjoy God’s presence in the way that we were 

made to enjoy it. Ever since the fall in Genesis chapter 3 when Adam and Eve introduced sin into 

our story, we have been kept at a distance. But in the new heavens and the new earth – once sin 

has been finally and ultimately been cast into the lake of fire – we will be invited back into the 

uninterrupted presence of God to glorify Him and enjoy Him forever. In verses 3-4 of chapter 21, 

John writes: 

 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:3-4 ESV) 

 

He goes on in the next chapter: 

No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on 
their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, 
for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. (Revelation 22:3-
5 ESV) 

Listen closely: If THIS isn’t the number one thing that you are looking forward to in heaven – if 

you are more excited about a restored body and golden streets and seeing grandma – then I would 

go so far as to say that I don’t even know if you are saved. I don’t say that flippantly. The 

ULTIMATE PRIZE of heaven is not the stuff that we will receive or the rest we will enjoy or the 

company we will keep. All of those things are incredible, but they pale in comparison to this: In 

the everlasting life will finally be restored to the presence of our GOD!  
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THAT is what you are made for. THAT is the deepest longing in your soul – whether you know it 

or not. THAT is why there is nothing in this life that can ultimately satisfy you. You were made to 

live in the uninterrupted presence of the Living God, and nothing else will do. 

 

Imagine it this way.  

 

A young couple get married and they purchase their first house. It’s a beautiful farmhouse on a 

large, gorgeous property. They plant a garden with fruits and vegetables that they harvest every 

year. They install a swing that hangs from the oak tree in the backyard, and they build a porch that 

wraps around the house. They eventually fill the house with children and accumulate toys and 

luxuries and comforts and pleasures.  

 

But then, the wife passes away. Nothing has changed in the house, and yet, somehow, 

EVERYTHING has changed. All of the sweet memories are tainted by the pain of loss. All of the 

comforts and the luxuries now come with the constant reminder that things are not now what they 

should be. 

 

Imagine you came to that man and said, “I have a solution for you! I am going to build you a 

NEW house on a NICER property! I’ll build you a slick new swing on an even BIGGER oak 

tree!” Would he be satisfied? Would a newer house satisfy the longing of his soul? Of course not. 

 

Listen: There are going to be some amazing things about the life everlasting, but it would all be 

empty and meaningless if it didn’t also come with His presence. HE is our inheritance. HE is our 

greatest joy today, and when we see Him as He is, our joy will be complete. Amen? Amen. 

 

I have thoroughly enjoyed studying through the Apostle’s Creed together. It has forced us to 

reacquaint ourselves with the essentials. It has reminded us that the circle of the Christian faith is 

wider and broader than we sometimes believe it to be. And here, in the conclusion, it has reminded 

us that – from the earliest days – Christians have always understood themselves to be sojourners. 

Our time in this present world is short. We were made to enjoy an everlasting life! And THAT 

truth – perhaps above all others – is a truth that MUST change us! Therefore, as we conclude this 

sermon and as we conclude this series, I want to ask one final question: 
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What Now? 

 

Have you ever heard the expression: “He was too heavenly minded to be any earthly good”? I 

have. And I think it might be the most misguided and backwards phrase that I’ve ever heard! In 

fact, the Bible seems to say the exact OPPOSITE! Do you want to do any earthly good? Do you 

want to be used by the Lord? Do you want to possess the fortitude to withstand the storms and the 

opposition that will inevitably come your way? Then you had BETTER be heavenly minded! In 

Hebrews 11 – what Bible scholars refer to as the great hall of faith – the common mark of these 

faithful brothers and sisters was that they lived with an eye on the PRIZE! 

 

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and 
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on 
the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If 
they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 
(Hebrews 11:13-16 ESV) 

 

So, what now? How should we live if we believe in the life everlasting? 

 

1. Run this race like you believe there’s a prize at the end 

 

I want you to take a second right now to reflect on all of the things that you stressed over this past 

week. Make a list in your mind. Now, let me ask you a question, in 10 million years, will anything 

on that list matter? That bill, that lawn, that doctor’s appointment, that announcement from the 

government – in 10 million years will ANY of it matter? 

 

Well than, let’s ask another question: Have you given any of your attention this week to the things 

that WILL matter in 10 million years? 

 

Have you spent time discipling your kids to help them to grow in their walk with the Lord? That 

will matter. 

 

Have you spent time in the word of God and in prayer, growing in holiness? That will matter. 

 



10 
 

Have you served the poor and the vulnerable in Jesus’ name? That will matter. 

 

Have you shared the gospel with your neighbour, or your co-worker, or any of the other 

ETERNAL SOULS that God has placed within your sphere of influence? That will matter. 

 

Have you set apart time in your schedule to develop your relationship with God? Are you growing 

in your love for and enjoyment of Him? That will matter. 

 

“He’s too heavenly minded to be any earthly good,” they say. That couldn’t be FARTHER FROM 

THE TRUTH! Oh, that we would all be men and women who are increasingly heavenly minded! 

Oh, that we could say with the Apostle Paul: 

 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. (Philippians 1:21 ESV) 
 

Oh, that we would take seriously the words of Jesus! In the Sermon on the Mount, he said: 

 

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21 ESV) 

 

Who would ever say that the church is filled with people who are “too heavenly minded to be of 

any earthly good”? No one. That’s who. If anything, the problem that we face is exactly the 

opposite: We are often times to earthly minded to be of any heavenly good. Isn’t that true? Albert 

Mohler warns: 

 

Worldly comfort, riches, and fulfilment have clouded Christians’ vision of what God made 
them for, saved them for, and is working all history toward. Heaven is not a place of less; 
it is a place of infinitely more. All the good things in this life will either be amplified 
infinitely in the life everlasting, or they will be transcended by things that are infinitely 
better.2 

 

Do you believe that? 

 

                                                
2 R. Albert Mohler Jr. The Apostle's Creed - Discovering Authentic Christianity in an Age of Counterfeits (Nashville, 
TN: Nelson Books, 2019), 196. 
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Your neighbour doesn’t. Your neighbour believes that this world is all that he has. He believes 

that he has thirty more years to soak up as much fun and as much pleasure out of this world as he 

possibly can. So, he buys new toys. And he builds expansions on the house. And he goes away on 

the lavish vacations. And he drives the car of his dreams. As he should! Who wouldn’t live that 

way, if this life is all that we have? 

 

But we believe in the LIFE EVERLASTING! Therefore, we must necessarily look and live 

DIFFERENTLY! If you look just like your neighbour and live just like your neighbour and plan 

just like your neighbour and spend just like your neighbour then, I’ll be honest, I don’t think you 

believe the words that you just confessed this morning.  

 

In a million years, you will be standing on the new earth. Sin will be done away with. You will be 

surrounded by the people of God enjoying His perfect creation. And you will see Him. You will 

never grow tired of Him. You will never exhaust your understanding of Him. You will never grow 

tired of the mystery that this holy, holy, holy God made a way to bring you into His presence.  

 

On that day, you won’t remember what car you drove in 2021. You won’t give a second thought 

to the trials and the challenges that you faced. You’ll see clearly that your time in that life of old 

was a speck – it was a drop of water in the ocean.   

 

So, what will matter in a million years? 

 

Your growth in holiness will matter. 

 

The time that you spent inviting others in will matter. 

 

Your love for God and your perseverance in pursuing Him will matter. 

 

So, run. Run this race like you believe that there is a PRIZE at the end! Run this race as if eternity 

is at stake! Run this race, and don’t allow anything or anyone to pull your eyes off of the glorious 

finish line that stands before you.  

 

Run like you believe. 



12 
 

 

To that end, one last time I want to invite you to stand up with me and to join your voice with the 

men and women of faith who have gone before us and the men and women of faith who will 

follow after us should the Lord tarry. If you believe, then say this with me now: 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;  
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified dead and buried;  
He descended into hell;  
the third day He rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the holy catholic church;  
the communion of saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body;  
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 

  


