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1 Peter 2:5b ...an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
by Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you 
out of darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, 
but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy , but now have 
obtained mercy .  
 
We are both a holy (5) and a royal (9) priesthood.  
 
Historically, who was and what did it mean to be a priest? 
 
Melchizedek is the first individual called a priest of God in Genesis. 
 

Genesis 14:18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was 
the priest of the most high God. 

 
We will return to Melchizedek in part 2 of this lesson. 
 
When the Israelites left Egypt, Aaron and his sons were set apart as the only priests of God. God 
called them and set them aside for the work. He made them holy (sanctified) for the work. 
 

Exodus 28:1 And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from 
among the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office , even 
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. 

 
Numbers 3:4 And Nadab and Abihu died before the LORD, when they offered 
strange fire before the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children: and 
Eleazar and Ithamar ministered in the priest's office in the sight of Aaron their father. 

 
John Gill: “before this time every master of a family was a priest, and might and did offer 
sacrifice, and all the Israelites were a kingdom of priests; and Moses, as Aben Ezra calls him, was 
"a priest of priests"; but now it being enough for him to be the political ruler of the people, and the 
prophet of the Lord, the priestly office is bestowed on Aaron and his sons; nor might any afterwards 
officiate in it but such as were of his family; and a great honour this was that was conferred on 
him, and to which he was called of God, as in Hebrews 5:4 ” 
 

Hebrews 5:4 And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of 
God, as was Aaron. 

 
Priests are made by and called of God, as confirmed in Exodus and Hebrews. 
 
It was Levi, the 3rd son of Jacob and Leah, whose family was called to be the priests and the 
ministers of God. 
 

Genesis 29:34 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time will my 
husband be joined unto me, because I have born him three sons: therefore was his name 
called Levi. 

 
Numbers 26:59 And the name of Amram's wife was Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, 
whom her mother bare to Levi in Egypt: and she bare unto Amram Aaron and Moses, and 
Miriam their sister. 
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Both Moses and Aaron were of the tribe of Levi, but Aaron and his family were specifically set 
apart for the work of the priesthood.  
 
The Levites were a zealous clan, willing to shed blood, even of their own families because of their 
sin of idolatry with the golden calf.  
 

Exodus 32:26-29 26 Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the 
LORD'S side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together 
unto him. 27 And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man 
his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and 
slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his 
neighbour. 28 And the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there 
fell of the people that day about three thousand men. 29 For Moses had said, Consecrate 
yourselves to day to the LORD, even every man upon his son, and upon his brother; that he may 
bestow upon you a blessing this day. 

 
The Levites were called out and set apart from among the other Israelites to serve, protect, and 
bear the tabernacles. 
 

Numbers 1:47-53 47 But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers were not 
numbered among them. 48 For the LORD had spoken unto Moses, saying , 49 Only thou 
shalt not number the tribe of Levi, neither take the sum of them among the children 
of Israel: 50 But thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of testimony, and 
over all the vessels thereof, and over all things that belong to it: they shall bear the tabernacle, and 
all the vessels thereof; and they shall minister unto it, and shall encamp round about 
the tabernacle. 51 And when the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take it down: 
and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up: and the stranger that 
cometh nigh shall be put to death. 52 And the children of Israel shall pitch their tents, every 
man by his own camp, and every man by his own standard, throughout their hosts. 53 But the 
Levites shall pitch round about the tabernacle of testimony, that there be no wrath upon 
the congregation of the children of Israel: and the Levites shall keep the charge of the 
tabernacle of testimony. 

 
The Levites were appointed to serve the priests. Here is the division of the priesthood into the 
high priesthood (Aaronic) and the priesthood (Levitical). 
 

Numbers 3:5-10 5 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 6 Bring the tribe of Levi 
near, and present them before Aaron the priest, that they may minister unto him. 7 
And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole congregation before the 
tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service of the tabernacle. 8 And they shall keep all 
the instruments of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the charge of the children of Israel, to 
do the service of the tabernacle. 9 And thou shalt give the Levites unto Aaron and to his 
sons: they are wholly given unto him out of the children of Israel. 10 And thou shalt appoint 
Aaron and his sons, and they shall wait on their priest's office: and the stranger that 
cometh nigh shall be put to death.  
 

The Levites were selected instead of the firstborn of Israel. 
 

Numbers 3:41 And thou shalt take the Levites for me (I am the LORD) instead of all 
the firstborn among the children of Israel; and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the 
firstlings among the cattle of the children of Israel. 
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Aaron and his sons (Aaron’s family) would serve as priests in the most holy of places, the 
tabernacle of the testimony, or witness, where the ark of the covenant and the stone tablets 
were. The Levites would serve as ministers outside of that tabernacle, but in the tabernacle of 
the congregation. 
 

Numbers 18:1-7 1 And the LORD said unto Aaron, Thou and thy sons and thy father's 
house with thee shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary: and thou and thy sons with thee 
shall bear the iniquity of your priesthood. 2 And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the 
tribe of thy father, bring thou with thee, that they may be joined unto thee, and 
minister unto thee: but thou and thy sons with thee shall minister before the 
tabernacle of witness. 3 And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of all the tabernacle: 
only they shall not come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary and the altar, that neither 
they, nor ye also, die. 4 And they shall be joined unto thee, and keep the charge of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, for all the service of the tabernacle: and a stranger shall 
not come nigh unto you. 5 And ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of the 
altar: that there be no wrath any more upon the children of Israel. 6 And I, behold, I have taken 
your brethren the Levites from among the children of Israel: to you they are given 
as a gift for the LORD, to do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation. 7 
Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep your priest's office for every thing of 
the altar, and within the vail; and ye shall serve : I have given your priest's office 
unto you as a service of gift: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death . 

 
The priests were entirely dedicated to serve God. Neither Aaronic nor Levitical priests were 
given land as an inheritance. Rather they were given the Lord. No other family (Aaron) or tribe 
(Levi) could serve as priests. If any attempted to serve, they would be put to death. 
 

Numbers 18:20-23 And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no 
inheritance in their land, neither shalt thou have any part among them: I am 
thy part and thine inheritance among the children of Israel. 21 And, behold, I 
have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for 
their service which they serve , even the service of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. 22 Neither must the children of Israel henceforth come nigh 
the tabernacle of the congregation, lest they bear sin, and die. 23 But the Levites 
shall do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they shall bear 
their iniquity: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations, that among 
the children of Israel they have no inheritance.  

 
Like the Levites and their generations in their service to Aaron’s family, we are a holy priesthood 
and we serve our high priest, Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Peter 2:5b ...an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
by Jesus Christ. 
 
Matthew Henry: “(3.) All good Christians are a holy priesthood. The apostle speaks here of the 
generality of Christians, and tells them they are a holy priesthood; they are all select persons, sacred 
to God, serviceable to others, well endowed with heavenly gifts and graces, and well 
employed. (4.) This holy priesthood must and will offer up spiritual sacrifices to God. The 
spiritual sacrifices which Christians are to offer are their bodies, souls, affections, prayers, 
praises, alms, and other duties. (5.) The most spiritual sacrifices of the best men are not 
acceptable to God, but through Jesus Christ; he is the only great high priest, through whom 
we and our services can be accepted; therefore bring all your oblations to him, and by him 
present them to God.” 
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Hebrews 2:17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that 
he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people. 

 
Hebrews 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 

 
Colossians 3:23-24 23 And whatsoever ye d0, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye 
serve the Lord Christ.  

 
Our Lord, however, is not of the tribe of Levi and therefore not a high priest of the order of 
Aaron. He is of the tribe of Judah and therefore a different kind of high priest who came before 
the Levitical priesthood. He is both the great high priest and the king of kings, and such are we 
in his service. 
 

Revelation 17:14b ...for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with 
him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

 
Revelation 1:5b-6 Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 
6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Revelation 5:9-10 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 
open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.  

 
In part 2 of the lesson, we will look at the difference between the Levitical priesthood and the 
priesthood of Jesus Christ: a holy and a royal priesthood. 


