
THE LIFE OF JOSEPH – SERMON 23 
 

THE BLESSING OF JOSEPH 
 

Genesis 49:22-26 
 
• The blessing on the tribes of Joseph in Deuteronomy 33:13-17 

follows closely Jacob’s blessing 
 
• The language, structure and devices Jacob uses in his 

patriarchal benediction are in the form of an elevated poem. 
 
• The curious order that Jacob chose to bless his sons is 

arranged in a chiastic structure 
 

A Jacob’s sons gather to hear his words (1) 
   B Prologue to the prophetic oracle (2) 
      C Leah’s sons are blessed (3-15) 
         D Bilhah’s first son is blessed (16-18) 
            E ZIPHAH’S SONS ARE BLESSED (19-20) 
         D’ Bilhah’s second son is blessed (21) 
      C’ Rachel’s sons are blessed (22-27) 
   B’ Epilogue to the prophetic oracle (28) 
A’ Israel is gathered to his people (29-33) 
 

• In verses 25-26 the words “bless” and “blessings” are used six 
times. 

 
• “Bless” is a word we frequently use, ut what is a “blessing”? 
 
• Blessing may consist of God blessing man, man blessing man, 

and man blessing God. 
 
• When God blesses man He bestows His favour on him and 

acts for his good in either a temporal or spiritual areas 
 



• When man blesses man, unless it be inspired prophecy, is 
well-wishing upon the person, desiring God to act for their 
welfare. 

 
• When man blesses God, it is essentially praise and 

thanksgiving to God for His mercies (cf. Ephesians 1:3) 
 
• In Jacob’s words to Joseph, we see all three forms of blessing. 
 
• It should be our chief desire that God would bless us (Psalm 

67:1) 
 
• That was Jacob’s desire (Genesis 32:26) 
 
• That was Jabez’s desire (1 Chronicles 4:10) 
 
• The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no 

sorrow with it. (Proverbs 10:22) 
 
• No one “deserves” God’s blessing. 
 
• Yet God promises His blessing on those who love and obey 

Him (Psalm 24:3-5; James 1:25; Revelation 22:14) 
 
Consider three characteristics of the man blessed by God: 
 
I. ABOUNDING IN SPIRITUAL FRUIT (22-23) 
 

A. Fruitfulness is our purpose 
 

1. True believers bear fruit (Matthew 13:23) 
 

2. The believer is not to be ornamental but fruitful (John 
15:8) 

 
3. Our fruit is to glorify God and to bless others 

 
4. This fruit will be evident (Galatians 5:22-23) 



 
5. The source of fruitfulness is God (Psalm 1:1-3) 

 
B. Fruitful in spite of obstacles and opposition 

 
1. Hindrances 

 
2. Hatred 

 
a. The fiery darts of the wicked are overcome by the 

shield of faith (Ephesians 6:16) 
 

C. Persevering in fruitfulness 
 

1. Because Christ has overcome the world, we can also 
(John 16:33) 

 
2. Those who faint not will reap in due season (Galatians 

6:9; cf. Hebrews 11:25-26) 
 
II. AIDED BY THE STRENGTH OF THE FATHER (24-25) 
 

A. God’s hand strengthens 
 

1. Though the archers shot at him, his bow was stronger 
 

2. God was the source of his strength (Philippians 4:13; 
Isaiah 41:10) 

 
B. God’s hand upholds (Psalms 37:23-24) 

 
C. God’s hand directs (Romans 8:28) 

 
III. APART FROM SINNERS AND FILTHINESS (26) 
 

A. God demands separation 
 

1. We are to come out from among them and be separate 
(2 Corinthians 6:17-18) 



 
2. We are not to be conformed to this world (Romans 12:1-

2) 
 

B. Separation is a testimony 
 

1. Potiphar saw that there was something different about 
Joseph (Genesis 39:3) 

 
2. Our good works should cause others to glorify God 

(Matthew 5:16) 
 

C. Separation requires the power of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 
5:18) 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. Is the blessing of God a top priority in my life, or am I more 

concerned with the praise of men? 
 
2. God will not bless the proud and disobedient 
 
3. Am I bearing fruit as a Christian to God’s glory? 
 
4. Am I relying on God’s strength to live a holy life? 
 
5. Am I separated from the world, or in love with the world? 


