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1 Corinthians 6:1-11   
 
There are two parts to this lesson, the first taking up the majority of our lesson, but the second 
as important as the first:  
 

1. Verses 1-8: Lawsuits between the saints. 
2. Verses 9-11: Inheritance of the kingdom of God. 

 
These two parts seem to be dissimilar, but they are related as we will discover as we proceed 
through the scriptures. 
 
Lawsuits between the saints: 
 
Let us first see what Jesus said about this subject. 
 

Matthew 18:14-17  Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that 
one of these little ones should perish.  15  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass 
against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother.  16  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two 
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 
established.  17  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect 
to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 

 
We can discover the context of Matthew 18:14-17 at the beginning of the chapter. 
 

Matthew 18:1-4  At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?  2  And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him 
in the midst of them,  3  And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.  4  Whosoever 
therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 

The context then, of Jesus’ instruction to us regarding how to handle disagreements in the 
congregations of God, is humility. It is the humble who will inherit the kingdom of heaven (God) 
and it is God the Father’s will that none of those humble ones should perish because of offences 
(verse 7). They are what Jesus came to save (verse 10) and therefore they are precious to him. 
 
1  Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, 
and not before the saints?   
 
We must remember the audience (the social context) of Paul’s epistle. Corinth was a Roman city 
and was largely populated by Gentiles. Therefore, though Jewish tradition prohibited Jews 
taking one another to Gentile court, the Corinthian congregation may not have known any 
better. Even the Gentile government leaders knew this to be the case with the Jews. 
 

Acts 18:12-16  And when Gallio was the deputy of Achaia, the Jews made insurrection with 
one accord against Paul, and brought him to the judgment seat,  13  Saying, This fellow 
persuadeth men to worship God contrary to the law.  14  And when Paul was now about to open 
his mouth, Gallio said unto the Jews, If it were a matter of wrong or wicked lewdness, 
O ye Jews, reason would that I should bear with you:  15  But if it be a question of 
words and names, and of your law, look ye to it; for I will be no judge of such 
matters.  16  And he drave them from the judgment seat. 
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Let us look at one more thing that Jesus said on this subject. 
 

Luke 17:3-4  Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; 
and if he repent, forgive him.  4  And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, 
and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. 

 
We must consider that humility must precede forgiveness. It takes a humble spirit to freely 
forgive. God’s people are to be a forgiving people. 
 

Colossians 3:12-13  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;  13  Forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ 
forgave you, so also do ye. 

 
It is likely that one of the reasons that the saints at Corinth were taking one another to court was 
because that was what they were used to doing. It was the normal situation in their society. But 
what society says is right or is best is not always what God says is right or best. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:18-20  Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be 
wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise.  19  For the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own 
craftiness.  20  And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. 

 
2  Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be 
judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?  3  Know ye not that 
we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?   
 
We must ask, “What does Paul mean?” and “How will the saints judge the world and angels?”. 
The absolute answer is unclear (and the questions somewhat rhetorical), but the apostles were 
given the prophecy by Jesus that they would sit upon 12 thrones and judge the 12 tribes of Israel. 
But it is not the apostles alone that will judge. 
 

Psalms 149:5-9  Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their 
beds.  6  Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a twoedged sword in their 
hand;  7  To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the people;  8  To bind 
their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron;  9  To execute upon them the 
judgment written: this honour have all his saints. Praise ye the LORD. 

 
What Paul seems to mean is that the saints of God are given, through the Holy Ghost, the 
knowledge and skill necessary, by the revelation in the word of God (the sword), to judge both 
men and angels (both now and in the future). If such a large thing has been given to the saints to 
judge in the spiritual realm, why should they go outside of the congregation to judge in small 
things in the physical realm? 
 
4  If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who 
are least esteemed in the church.   
 
Some commentators suggest that this is a sarcastic statement and it may be, but earlier in his 
epistle, the apostle had made it clear to the congregation that they needed to stop looking at one 
another and considering one another as they did prior to their regeneration. The spiritual man 
does not think or act in the same way as the natural man. 
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1 Corinthians 1:26-29  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:  27  But God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the 
weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;  28  And base 
things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:  29  That no flesh should glory in 
his presence. 

 
It may be that “the least esteemed” may be the best to judge among the brethren. Even the least 
is better than taking a case before a heathen judge. 
 
5  I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, not 
one that shall be able to judge between his brethren?   
 
The “wise man” need not be a preacher, pastor, teacher, deacon. The “wise man” may be that 
brother that is “least esteemed” in the congregation. It is shameful that any congregation would 
allow brothers or sisters to go before a heathen judge, when God provides those within each 
congregation with the wisdom to judge between members. If God did not provide, then Paul 
could not have called upon the Corinthians to seek out a “wise man” in their midst.  
 
6  But brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers.   
 
Here is what we as believers are called to do:  
 

John 13:34-35  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another.  35  By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another. 
 

Is it not nearly the opposite of love to not forgive one another’s faults? Do we want to be known 
by our conflicts or our concessions? Do we love or do we litigate? What demonstrates the love of 
Jesus Christ towards us to those in the world? 
 
7  Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with 
another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves 
to be defrauded?  8  Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren.   
 
Lawsuits in the courts of unbelievers that are carried on between Christians, particularly 
Christians in the same congregations, are a public shame and failure upon the congregations of 
God and therefore the body and bride of Jesus Christ. It is simply, as Paul says here: “wrong”. 
We ought to be longsuffering with one another, taking wrong as it comes and dealing with it 
within the congregation, rather than going outside of the congregation to resolve the conflict. 
 

Ephesians 4:1-3  I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called,  2  With all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;  3  Endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 

 
When we follow God’s commands for resolving conflicts between ourselves and other brothers 
and sisters in Christ, we stay unified and maintain peace within ourselves and within the 
congregation of God. We demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ working in us. 
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Inheritance of the kingdom of God: 
 
The transition between this subject the prior subject may not see particularly clear, but Paul 
intends to make something crystal clear to the congregation of God at Corinth: you are not who 
you used to be. You are now different, therefore in all ways (including your disagreements and 
disputes among one another), you must be different. 
 
9  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abusers of themselves with mankind,  10  Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.   
 

Mark 1:14-15  Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom of God,  15  And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 
 

The kingdom of God (or heaven, as noted in parallel verses), is not something that is yet to be. It 
is something that is now. We, if we are the children and congregation of God, are in the kingdom 
of God now. The kingdom of God is a spiritual kingdom, ruled by God in Jesus Christ, with 
citizenship established by God in the Holy Ghost. Those who continue in sins such as are listed 
in verses 9 and 10 are demonstrably not part of God’s household and must be “put away from 
among” the congregation. 
 

1 Corinthians 5:11  But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man 
that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or 
an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.  

 
11a  And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
 
Here is the key to humility, love, compassion, and correction: “such were some of you”. This, 
whether we are young or old saints, is the fundamental truth. We all started from a place where 
we “were dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). We all have this common with both 
believers and unbelievers, but among believers we ought to hold ourselves and our fellow 
congregants responsible for how we ought to be in the congregation of God. 
 
11b  And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
 
Though we were once like that (dead to sin), we are no longer like that (alive to Jesus Christ). 
We are the saints of God, those he has washed, sanctified, and justified in the singular work of 
Jesus Christ. We are the saints of God who are being kept clean, pure, and righteous by the 
ongoing work of the Holy Ghost. Therefore, we are both commanded and equipped to be 
different than we once were: different than the society that we once belonged to, and different 
than the world where that society exists. If we have been backsliding into the old ways of life, 
rather than pressing into the kingdom of God, let us repent, for the kingdom is indeed at hand. 
 

Romans 12:1-2  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  2  And be 
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 


