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Worship,Word,Witness:Romans11:33-36

BenReaoch,ThreeRiversGraceChurch

Sunday,July10,2016

Thismorningweconcludea5-partsermonserieson
thechurch.AndI’lltellyouthatthe2sermonsthatexcite
methemostinthisseriesarethefirstoneandthislastone.
Yourememberwestartedthisserieswithasermonon
ChristastheChiefShepherdofthechurch,theHead,the
cornerstone.Heistheleaderofthechurch.HeisourSavior
andourLord.Whatagloriousthoughtthatis,whata
comfortingthought,thatJesusChristdiedforHisbride,the
church,andHeisleadingus.

Andthenwetalkedabouttheroleofeldersinthe
churchtoshepherdandoverseetheflock.Wetalkedabout
thedeacons’roleinservingthechurchinmanyvery
importantways.Lastweekwelookedattheresponsibilities
weallhaveasmembersofthechurchandtheprivilegeitis,
andhowimportantitis,forustobecloselyconnectedwith
oneanotherinalocalchurch.

Thismorningwecometothepurpose,themission,of
thechurch.Andthisexcitesmebecausethisunifiesus
aroundavisionforwhatwe’resupposedtobeabout.
Whateverdifferenceswehaveintermsofourrolesand
specificfunctionswithinthechurch...whateverdifferences
wehaveintermsofpersonalitiesandbackgroundand
ethnicity,weareunitedbythefactthatwe’refollowingthe
sameChiefShepherdandpursuingacommonvisionwhich
God’sWordrevealstous.

So,whatisthemissionofthechurch?Whatisthe
missionofthischurch?Yearsago,backin2006andinto
2007,Iandtheothereldersgaveaconsiderableamountof
timeandprayerandstudyanddiscussiontocraftinga
missionstatementforourchurch.Theresultofthatiswhat
youseeonthefrontofyourworshipfolder.

“WeexisttodelightinthebeautyofGod’sgreatness,to
proclaimthetruthofGod’sWord,andtoigniteajoyful
passionfortheGospelofJesusChristamongallthe
peoplesofPittsburghandtheworld.”

Thismissionstatementdoesnotsayeverythingthere
istosayaboutourchurch.Andit’snotourstatementof
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faith,either.Itdoesn’tsummarizeeverythingwebelieve.
Butitisastatementofourcorevalues.It’sarelativelyshort
summaryofwhatweunderstandfromGod’sWordthatwe’re
calledtodo.Andthishasbeenveryusefultousinvarious
waysaswethinkaboutwhattodoasachurchandhowto
goaboutdoingthosethings.Ihopeitwillbehelpfultoyou
personally.It’ssomethingthatyoumaybeableto
rememberwhenyou’retellingafriendorafamilymember
aboutourchurch.Ifsomeoneasksyou,“Whatisyour
churchlike?”Youcouldsay,“Well,weseektobeGod-
centered,andwereallyfocusonGod’sWord,andwehavea
desiretoreachotherswiththeGospel.”Oryoucouldpull
outyourworshipfolderandsay,“Weexisttodelightinthe
beautyofGod’sgreatness,toproclaimthetruthofGod’s
Word,andtoigniteajoyfulpassionfortheGospelofJesus
ChristamongallthepeoplesofPittsburghandtheworld.”
Andthenyoucanbegintoexplainsomeofthosethings
further,whichcouldbeasignificantconversationaboutthe
Gospel.Sothismissionstatementhelpsusletothersknow
whoweareandwhatourmissionis.

Thismissionstatementalsohelpsusmakeallkinds
ofdecisionsaboutministriesandprogramsandSunday
SchoolcurriculumandworshipsongsandBiblestudy
materialandpreachingstyleandgivingtomissionsandthe
generaldirectionofourchurch.Becausewhenwecometo
anyofthesedecisionswewanttobethinking,“Howdoes
thislineupwiththemissionofthechurch?”IsitGod-
centered?IsitfocusedontheBible?Doesitmagnifythe
depthandfullnessoftheGospel?Andareweseekingto
spreadthispassion?AreweaskingGodtoignitethis
passionfortheGospelinothers,andtogiveusagreater
influencethroughoutthiscity,andeveninotherpartsofthe
world?

We’vecondensedthismissionstatementinto3words
asanevenshorterwayofsummarizingwhatwe’reaboutas
achurch:Worship.Word.Witness.Andthat’swhatIwantto
unpackforusthismorning.Firstabriefsummaryofall3,
andthenwe’lldelveintoeachoneabitfurther.

Andletmesayonemorethinghereattheoutset...If
you’renewertoThreeRiversGrace,we’rereallygladthat
you’rehere.Ifyou’renotyetabelieverinJesusChrist,we’re
reallygladthatyou’rehere.Youmayhearsomethingsin
thissermonthatarenewtoyou,maybeconfusinginways.
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Pleaseaskusquestions.You’rewelcometoaskme
questions,andothersherewouldbehappytotalktoyouas
well.Thesearethingswe’reverypassionateaboutatThree
RiversGrace,andwe’dlovetobeabletosharethat
excitementwithyoumore.Sopleasegiveusthat
opportunityiftherearethingsthatdon’tmakesenseatfirst.
Askusquestionsandwe’lltalkfurther.

Firstofall,“weexisttodelightinthebeautyofGod’s
greatness.”TherearemanyplacesintheBiblethatshow
God’sdesiretoglorifyHisownName.GodisGod-centered.
HedoeseverythingHedoesforHisownglory.Hecreated
usforHisglory.HedeliveredHispeople,theIsraelites,from
EgyptforHisownglory(Psalm106:7-8).HesentHisSon
intotheworldinorderthatwemightglorifyHimforHis
mercy(Romans15:8-9).AndChristiscomingbackto
receiveglory(2Thessalonians1:8-9).Godisonamissionto
makeHisgreatnessknown.Andthereforethepurposeof
yourlifeandmine,andthepurposeofthischurch,isto
glorifyGod.WewanttodelightinthebeautyofGod’s
greatness,whichishowweglorifyGod.ByGod’sgrace,we
recognizehowawesomeHeis,andweacknowledgethat
thereisnothingbetterthanGod.Thereisnothingmore
satisfyingthanGod.Thereisnooneelseworthyofour
ultimatedevotionotherthanGod.AndwhenweloveHim
likethis,whenweareamazedandawedbyHim,thenour
liveswillbelikeaspotlightshiningonHisgreatness.

GodisGod-centered.We,too,aretobeGod-centered.
Wedon’twanttowasteourtimebeingself-centered,man-
centered.Wedon’twanttogiveourattentiontomere
humanaccomplishmentsorworldlyprestige.Wedon’twant
ourlivestobesofocusedonourownwantsorourown
comforts.OurhopeistobeGod-centered,thatwewillsee
thebeautyofGod’sgreatness,andthatwecanviewallof
lifethroughthelensofGod’ssovereigntyoverallthings,and
Hisgoodness,andjustice,andmercy.

DavidWells,inhisbookGodintheWasteland,says,
“Intoomanyquarterstoday,evangelicalsareinadvertently
advertisingthefactthatGodrestsonlylightlyuponthe
church”(GodintheWasteland,224).Inotherwordsthereis
alackofGod-centerednessoratleastaminimizingofthat
truth.ThereisarejectionofthetruththatGodiscompletely
sovereign.Thereisanabsenceoftalkaboutsinand
judgmentandGod’srighteouswrathagainstsin.Jesus
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Christisnotliftedupastheonlywayforhell-deserving
sinnerstobereconciledtoaholyGod.Theseareweighty
realities,andnottobetakenlightly.AsWellswrites,thereis
commonlyfoundamongevangelicals“aspiritualitythatis
light,bouncy,simple,fun,engaging,anduplifting.”Andin
contrasttothatI’mnotsayingweshouldbedepressed,
mean,andcondemning.Butthereshouldbeaweightiness
toourmissionasachurch.Thereshouldbeagravitytothe
happinesswehaveinGod.Weshouldrecognizethatour
pursuitofjoyinthebeautyofGod’sgreatnessisthemost
importantandsignificantpursuitofourlives.ToknowGod
andloveHimisultimate.WewanttobeGod-centeredinour
personallivesandinthelifeofourchurch.

ThisGod-centeredpurposemustnecessarilyinclude
afocusonGod’sWord,theBible.Becauseit’sintheBible
thatGodhasrevealedtoustheseweightyrealitiesofHis
sovereigntyandholiness,andourdepravity(oursinfulness).
It’sintheBiblethatwereadaboutJesusChrist,wholiveda
perfectlifeinthisworldandthendiedasacrificialdeathin
ordertoforgivesinners,andthenHeroseagainonthethird
day.

That’swhyinthischurchourdesiretoincreasingly
delightinthebeautyofGod’sgreatnessgoeshand-in-hand
withourpracticeoffocusingonthetruthofGod’sWord.
God-centered.Bible-focused.IfwearetoknowGod,ifwe
aretobeaGod-centeredchurchandworshipHimforwho
Heis,weMUSTbededicatedtoGod’sWordasourultimate
authorityandguide.

AswedelightinGod’sglory(worship)andproclaim
HisWord,theinevitableoverflowwillbeajoyfulpassionfor
theGospelandadesiretodrawothersintothatjoy.That’s
theremainderofthemissionstatement—“toigniteajoyful
passionfortheGospelofJesusChristamongallthe
peoplesofPittsburghandtheworld.”Worship,Word,
witness.DelightinginthebeautyofGod’sgreatnessis
worship.OurworshipisbasedonthetruthofGod’sWord.
AndthenourWord-centeredworship,ifitisrealworship,will
spilloverinwitnesstotheworld.Thisiswhatwe’reabout
asachurch—worship,Word,witness.

Worship

Nowlet’sspendalittlemoretimeoneachofthese
threepoints,andwe’llgoto3differentpassagestodoso.
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We’llstartinRomans11:33-36(page947inpewBibles).

InRomans9-11PaulhasbeenwritingaboutGod’s
plansinsalvationhistory,specificallyconcerningthe
salvationofbothJewsandGentiles.It’squiteabreathtaking
sectionofScripture.AndasPaulconcludesthissectionhe
ispraisingGodforHisdepthofrichesandwisdomand
knowledge.

ReadRomans11:33-36

Let’sfocusonverse36wherewefindawonderful
statementofGod’sglory.“Forfromhimandthroughhim
andtohimareallthings.Tohimbegloryforever.Amen.”
Noticetheword“for”atthebeginningofverse36,oritcould
betranslated“because.”Wecouldaskthequestionhere,
“Well,Paul,whyisitthatnobodycanbeGod’scounselorand
nobodycangivetoGodinordertoberepaid?”Andthe
answerinverse36is,BECAUSEGodissupreme.Allthings
arefromhim,throughhim,andtohim.Youcan’taddtothe
wealthoftheOnewhoownstheuniverse.Andyoucan’tadd
tothewisdomofaninfinitelywiseBeing.Andyoucan’tadd
totheknowledgeofHimwhoknowsallthings.

Hecreatedeverything,andeverythingoriginatesin
him.AllthingsareFROMhim.Godalsoupholdsand
sustainstheexistenceoftheuniverse.Allthingsare
THROUGHhim.Andallthingsareultimatelydesignedto
bringGodglory.AllthingsareTOhim.BecauseofGod’s
richesandwisdomandknowledge,becauseofHis
independence,becauseofHissupremacyinallthings,He
getsalltheglory.

Nowwhatdoesthatmean?WhatisGod’sglory?The
firstphraseinourmissionstatementisanattemptto
unpackthatatleastalittlebit.“Todelightinthebeautyof
God’sgreatness.”God’sgloryisthebeautyofHisgreatness.
Godisgreatinsomanyways.Heisrichandall-wiseandall-
knowing.Hedoesn’tneedanything.AllthingsarefromHim,
throughHim,andtoHim.AndtheattributesofGodarenot
onlygreat,theyarebeautiful.God’sgloryisthebeautyof
Hisgreatness.

AndthewayweglorifyGod,thewaywehighlightthe
beautyofGod’sgreatness,isbydelightinginHim.When
GodgivesuseyestoseehowbeautifulandawesomeHeis,
thenwehaveadesireforHim.Wedelightinthebeautyof



6

Hisgreatness.ThisiswhatPaulisdoingintheseversesat
theendofRomans11.Heisnotsimplystatingafact.Heis
rejoicing!HisheartisburstingwithdelightinGod.Hecan’t
holditback.Therewereprobablytearsofjoyrunningdown
hisfaceasherecordedthesewords.Thisisworship,and
thisiswhatourlivesoughttobeallabout.Weexist,
individuallyandcorporatelyasachurch,“todelightinthe
beautyofGod’sgreatness.”

Asanillustration,letmeremindyouofKing
NebuchadnezzarintheOldTestament,whoistheantithesis
ofwhatwe’reaimingathere.Theattitudehehadisthe
exactoppositeofwhatPaulisdoinginRomans11.
RememberKingNebuchadnezzarwastheguyinthebookof
Danielwhobuiltthehugeimageofgoldforeverybodyto
worship.Then,whenShadrach,Meshach,andAbednego
wouldnotbowdowntoithethrewthemintothefiery
furnace.Needlesstosay,KingNebuchadnezzarwasavery
proudking.InDaniel4:30thekingislookingoutoverhis
kingdom,andhesays,“IsnotthisgreatBabylon,whichI
havebuiltbymymightypowerasaroyalresidenceandfor
thegloryofmymajesty?”Doesthatsoundfamiliar?He’s
sayingthattheentireBabylonianEmpireisfromhim,
throughhim,andtohim.ImmediatelyafterthisGodcasts
himintothewildernessforsevenyearsinordertoteachhim
whoisreallyincontrolandwhoreallygetsalltheglory.King
Nebuchadnezzarlearnedaveryimportantlessoninthat,a
lessonweallneedtolearn.

Ratherthanbeingsofullofourselvesthatweare
constantlytalkingaboutorthinkingaboutourowngreatness
oreventhegreatnessofothers,weshouldbefullof
thoughtsaboutGod’sgreatness.Ourheartsshouldleap
withjoyaswemeditateonGod’sinfiniteandwonderful
attributes.

Word

Next,toreflectsomemoreontheimportanceof
God’sWord,let’sgotoapassagethatisfamiliartomany
Christians...2Timothy3:14-17.(pg996inpewBibles)

2TimothyisthelastlettertheApostlePaulwrote
beforehisdeath.HewasimprisonedinRomeasecondtime
(inthemid-60sA.D.),andhisexecutionwascloseathand.
AndPaulwroteasecondlettertohischildinthefaith,
Timothy.PaulhadleftTimothyinEphesustoleadthe
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churchthere,andthisletterismeanttoencourageTimothy
andspurhimoninhisministry.Hereinchapter3Paulis
lamentingthefactthatintheselastdaystherewillbeall
kindsofgodlessness.Inverses13-14hecontraststhe“evil
peopleandimposters”withTimothy,whomhechargesto
“continueinwhatyouhavelearnedandhavefirmlybelieved.”
PaulwantstogiveTimothyagreatfoundationforhisfaith
andforhisleadershipinthechurch,andheremindsTimothy
“howfromchildhoodyouhavebeenacquaintedwiththe
sacredwritings,whichareabletomakeyouwisefor
salvationthroughfaithinChristJesus.”

What’sinterestingaboutthisstatementinverse15is
thatPaulisreferringtotheOldTestamenthere.Whenhe
remindsTimothyofthe“sacredwritings”thathewastaught
evenfromchildhood,he’stalkingabouttheOldTestament
Scriptures.TheNewTestamenthadnotyetbeencompleted
orcompiledbythispointintime.SowhenPaulmentions
thesacredwritings,Timothywouldhaveimmediately
thoughtoftheOldTestamentScriptures.PaulsaystheOld
Testamentwritings“areabletomakeyouwiseforsalvation
throughfaithinChristJesus.”Wemaybepronetothinking
thatit’sonlytheNewTestamentthatreallyteachesabout
salvationthroughfaithinChristJesus.ButthewholeBible
isaboutJesus,andthereforethewholeBibleisbeneficialfor
ourfaith.

TheOldTestament,aswellastheNewTestament,
(theScriptures,asawhole)areabletoteachusabout
salvationthroughfaithinChristJesus.TheScripturestellus
aboutoursinthathascausedustobeseparatedfromGod,
andalsohowGodhasmadeawaythroughHisSonJesus
Christtoerasethatseparationandbringusintoapeaceful
andjoyousrelationshipwithHim.

Isn’tthisaremarkablethought,thattheGodofthe
universewroteabookforus,inorderthatwemightknow
whoHeisandhowtobereconciledtoHim.Godhas
revealedHimselftoussothatwedon’thavetobeignorant
concerningsinandrighteousnessandfaithandsalvation.

Now,anotherimportantthingtonoticehereisthatall
ScriptureisbreathedoutbyGod.Wespeakofthisasdivine
inspiration.GodinspiredeverywordintheScriptures.There
weremenwhoputthewordsdownonpaper,andtheir
personalitiesandcircumstancesareseeninwhattheywrote,
butit’salsothecasethatwhattheywroteisexactlywhat
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Godwantedtobewritten.Godinspiredtheirwriting.The
wordstheyrecordedwerebreathedoutbyGod.Thisisone
ofthosebeautifulmysteriesoftheChristianfaith;thatthis
Book,inonesense,waswrittenbyawidevarietyofhuman
authors.Butatthesametime,everywordofitwaswritten
byGodHimself.Thewordsofthisbookarebreathedoutby
God.

BasedonthistruththatallScriptureisinspiredby
God,itnecessarilyfollowsthatallScriptureisinfallibleand
inerrant.Thatis,therearenoerrorsintheBible.Itiswithout
mistakes,orlies.Itisentirelytrue.

Godistruth,andallScriptureisbreathedoutbyGod.
Therefore,allScriptureistruth.Andthereforewecanrelyon
thewordsofScriptureasthebedrockforourlives.Thisisa
wonderfulcomforttous,anditoughttogiveusgreathope.
Becauseaswenavigateourwaythroughthecomplexitiesof
thisworld,wecanconstantlylooktotheBibleasour
compass.TheBibletellsusthedifferencebetweenright
andwrong.TheBibleteachesusaboutthevalueofevery
humanlifeascreatedintheimageofGod.TheBible
teachesusaboutthepurposeanddesignofmarriage.The
Bibletellsusabouttheoriginoftheuniverse,andwhereall
ofhistoryisleading.TheBibletellsusaboutthedevastating
effectsofsin,andalsothegloriousstoryofredemption.

Thislifecanbeconfusing.Anditcanbedepressing.
Wethinkofthethingsgoingoninournationrightnowand
wonderhowtheseproblemscouldeverbefixed.Thereis
injustice.Thereisviolence.Thereisimmorality.And,of
course,theproblemsaren’tjustoutthere—thethingswesee
onthenews.Thereareplentyofproblemswithinourown
lives.Wefacetrials.Wegothroughtimesofsuffering,
heartache,sickness,conflict.Butwehaveaguidebookthat
iswrittenbytheCreatoroftheuniverse,anditisentirelytrue.

Areyoufeelinghopelessthismorning?ThisBook
offersamazinghope.Areyoustrugglingwithsomekindof
difficultdecisioninfrontofyou?ThisBookofferswisdom.
Areyoufacingamoraldilemmaatworkorinyourfamily?
ThisBookinstructsusclearlyhowweshouldconduct
ourselves.AreyoulongingtoknowGodbetterandtodelight
inthebeautyofHisgreatness?ThisBookrevealsthe
awesomeplansofGod,fromcreationtoChrist’ssecond
coming,andtheeternalrealitiesofheavenandhell.This
BookshowsusthecharacterofGod,andtheactionsofGod
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throughouthistory.AnddayafterdaywecanreadofHis
greatpowerandgoodnessandmercy.

Oneofthethingswecanprayinthemidstofthe
turmoilinournationisthatourfriendsandfamilyand
neighborswillhaveanopennesstohearingfromGod’sWord.
Somanythingsinoursocietyarelikeshiftingsand,and
maybethroughsomeoftheseawfulthingsthatare
happeningmorepeoplewillrealizethat.Governmentisn’t
goingtofixtheseproblems,althoughthereisanimportant
placeforgovernment.Butnogovernmentofficial,no
governmentprogram,canmelttheangerinsideofpeople,
theprejudiceandhatredandlustforviolence.Andnomere
humancansteerusintherightdirectionasweencounter
thedepthofhumansin.WeneedawordfromGod,andwe
havethatrighthereinfrontofus.ThankGodforHisWord.
Anddon’ttakeitforgranted.Readit.Meditateuponit.Pray
overit.Commitportionsofittomemory.Makeita
centerpieceinthelifeofyourfamily.Andlookforwaysto
speakofthetruthsofGod’sWordtoothers.

Witness

Thelastphraseofthemissionstatementisso
importantbecausewewanttobeallthesethings:God-
centered,Bible-focused,Gospel-loving.Butifthosethings
don’tproduceinusagreatdesiretodrawothersintoour
enjoymentofGod,andofHisWord,andoftheGospel,then
whatarethey?They’reemptyandmeaningless.Godhas
blessedusinorderthatwemightbeablessingtoothers.
AndourdelightinthebeautyofGod’sgreatness,andinHis
Word,andintheGospel,willincreaseaswe’reabletosee
otherscometoenjoythesesamethings.Weexisttobeso
filledwithjoyinGodthatourjoyoverflowsinloveforthis
cityandregionandforthenationsoftheworld.

Thelasttextwe’llgotothismorningisPsalm67(pg
481inpewBibles).ThisPsalmcommunicatesthisoverflow
ofjoythatI’mtalkingabout.ThisisthekindofattitudeI
wantustohave.ThisisthekindofprayerIwantustobe
praying.

Read

Thebeginningofthisprayerismodeledafterthe
priestlyprayerofNumbers6.Youmayrecognizethisprayer.
GodinstructedMosestotellAaronandhissonstoblessthe



10

peoplewiththisblessing,“TheLordblessyouandkeepyou;
theLordmakehisfacetoshineuponyouandbegracious
toyou;theLordliftuphiscountenanceuponyouandgive
youpeace.Soshalltheyputmynameuponthepeopleof
Israel,andIwillblessthem.”(Numbers6:24-27).

InPsalm67thepsalmistisprayingforthisverything
tohappen.HeisprayingforGod’sgraceandGod’sblessing.
HeisprayingthatGod’sfacewillshineuponus.Thiskindof
blessingisfargreaterandfarmoresignificantthanasking
Godforstuff.That’snotthekindofblessingthatisintended
primarilyinthepriestlyprayerofNumbers6orinthisPsalm.
Theblessingthat’simpliedistheblessingofseeingGodand
knowingHimpersonallyandintimately.That’swhatit
meansforGod’sfacetoshineuponus.OhGod,wewantto
seeYourface.WewanttoknowYou.WewantYourfavor
tobeonus.Wewantyourgraceandyourblessingtobe
uponus.Whatawonderfulwaytoprayforourownsouls,
andwhatawonderfulwaytoprayforourchurch.

Buttheprayerdoesn’tstopwitharequestfor
personalblessing.Infact,themainpointoftheprayer
comesinverse2.Thepsalmistasksforblessinginverse1,
why?Verse2,“THATyourwaymaybeknownonearth,your
savingpoweramongallnations.”Thepurposeofthe
blessingisthattheblessingwillextendtoallnations.

CharlesSpurgeonwroteabouttheseverses.Hesaid,
“Asshowerswhichfirstfalluponthehillsafterwardsrun
downinstreamsintothevalleys,sotheblessingofthe
MostHighcomesupontheworldthroughthechurch.We
areblessedforthesakeofothersaswellasourselves.
Goddealsinawayofmercywithhissaints,andthenthey
makethatwayknownfarandwide,andtheLord’snameis
madefamousintheworld.”

GodhasblessedussorichlybycallingustoHimself
andwashingawayoursinsthroughthesacrificeofJesus
Christ,andimputingtousaperfectrighteousnessfrom
JesusChrist.HehasblessedusinChristwitheveryspiritual
blessingintheheavenlyplaces.Andtheseblessingsmust
extendfarbeyondus.Theriverofblessingmustflow
throughustoothers.

Thisissometimesillustratedbynoticingthe
differencebetweentheSeaofGalileeandtheDeadSea–
thesetwoverydifferentbodiesofwaterinIsrael.TheSeaof
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Galileecontainsfresh,cleanwater,andit’steemingwithlife.
Waterflowsintoit,butwateralsoflowsoutofit,downthe
JordanRivertowardtheDeadSea.TheDeadSea,onthe
otherhand,issodensewithmineralsthatnothingcanlivein
it.Hencethename.It’sacompletelydeadbodyofwater.
Waterflowsintoit,butnowaterflowsoutofit.I’vehadthe
interestingexperienceofswimminginbothofthosebodies
ofwater,andI’lltellyouthattheSeaofGalileeismuchmore
pleasant.It’sanicelake.TheDeadSea,ontheotherhand,
isprettynasty.Itisfascinatingbecausethedensityofthe
watermakeseveryonefloat.Peoplecanliethereinthe
waterandreadthepaperwithoutanyfloatationdevice
holdingthemup.Butthatwaterisnasty.Youcan’tdrinkit.
Nothingcanliveinit.Andit’sbecausethere’snooutlet.

Weneedtomakesurethatthechannelofblessing
thatiscomingtousalwayshasanoutlettoflowonto
others.Godblessesusinordertoblessothers.Andthisis
theprayerofthepsalmist.Blessus,OGod,inorderthat
othersmaybeblessed.

Thisprayerforthenationscontinuesthroughoutthe
restofthePsalm.“Letthepeoplespraiseyou,OGod.”“Let
thenationsbegladandsingforyou.”“Letalltheendsofthe
earthfearhim!”ThisisamissionaryPsalm,andthe
psalmistcanhardlycontainhisexcitement.Hedesperately
wantsalltheworldtoknowanddelightinGod.

Therequestsofthisprayeraregroundedinthe
promisethatGodmadetoAbrahambackinGenesis12.
Thisshouldbealessontous.Weoughttopraythe
promisesoftheBible.That’swhatthispsalmistisdoing.In
Genesis12GodtoldAbram(whosenamewaslaterchanged
toAbraham),“Gofromyourcountryandyourkindredand
yourfather’shousetothelandthatIwillshowyou.AndI
willmakeofyouagreatnation,andIwillblessyouand
makeyournamegreat,sothatyouwillbeablessing.Iwill
blessthosewhoblessyou,andhimwhodishonorsyouI
willcurse,andinyouallthefamiliesoftheearthshallbe
blessed”(Gen12:1-3).Whatanamazingpromise!God
blessedAbrahaminordertoblessallthefamiliesofthe
earththroughAbraham.

Thisisaccomplishedthroughthelifeanddeathand
resurrectionofourLordJesusChrist.Hewasslain,andwith
hisbloodheransomedforGodpeoplefromeverytribeand
languageandpeopleandnation(Revelation5:9).Butthose
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whomHeransomedhavenotyetallbeenconverted.And
thisispartofGod’smissionforHischurch.Therearestill
peoplesthathavenotheardtheGospel.Thereareethnic
groupswhohavenotbeenreachedwiththeNewsofChrist.
ItWILLhappen.JesussaysinMatthew24:14,“Andthis
gospelofthekingdomwillbeproclaimedthroughoutthe
wholeworldasatestimonytoallnations,andthentheend
willcome.”It’sgoingtohappen.Butthemissionisnotyet
complete,andwegettobepartofGod’sworkinbringing
thesepromisestofulfillment.

Solet’spraylikethispsalmistprays,andlet’slivewith
apassionforGod’sblessingstospreadthroughoutthe
world.WewanttobeinvolvedinwhatGodisdoingaround
us.GodisdrawingpeopletoHimself.Heistransforming
hardheartsintoheartsthatpraiseHim.Andthat’sthe
psalmist’sprayer,andthat’sourprayer:“Letallthepeoples
praiseyou,OGod.”Wewanttoseeallthepeopleof
PittsburghandWesternPApraisingGod.Wewantthe
peopleinallthedifferentneighborhoodsofthisregionto
worshipGod.Andwewantopportunitiestogotootherparts
ofthiscountryandothercountriesintheworldtopreach
andteachandministertoneedsinJesus’Name.Thisisour
desireandourpurposeandourmission:todelightinthe
beautyofGod’sgreatness,toproclaimthetruthofGod’s
Word,andtoigniteajoyfulpassionfortheGospelofJesus
ChristamongallthepeoplesofPittsburghandtheworld.

Let’sbeachurchunitedbyourcommonbondin
ChristJesus,followingHimasourChiefShepherd,and
pursuingthesegloriousthingsthatHehascalledusto:
Worship,Word,andWitness.


