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Psalm	14:1–7	The	fool	says	in	his	heart,	“There	is	
no	God.”	They	are	corrupt,	they	do	abominable	
deeds,	there	is	none	who	does	good.	2	The	Lord	
looks	down	from	heaven	on	the	children	of	man,	
to	see	if	there	are	any	who	understand,	who	seek	
after	God.	3	They	have	all	turned	aside;	together	
they	have	become	corrupt;	there	is	none	who	
does	good,	not	even	one.	4	Have	they	no	
knowledge,	all	the	evildoers	who	eat	up	my	
people	as	they	eat	bread	and	do	not	call	upon	the	
Lord?	5	There	they	are	in	great	terror,	for	God	is	
with	the	generation	of	the	righteous.	6	You	
would	shame	the	plans	of	the	poor,	but	the	Lord	
is	his	refuge.	7	Oh,	that	salvation	for	Israel	would	
come	out	of	Zion!	When	the	Lord	restores	the	
fortunes	of	his	people,	let	Jacob	rejoice,	let	Israel	
be	glad.	
	
I.	The	Fool	Speaks	About	God	(v1)	
A.	Fool	denies	the	existence	of	God.	Does	NOT	
mean	a	diminished	mental	capacity.	
	
Romans	1:18–20	For	the	wrath	of	God	is	
revealed	from	heaven	against	all	ungodliness	
and	unrighteousness	of	men,	who	by	their	
unrighteousness	suppress	the	truth.	19	For	what	
can	be	known	about	God	is	plain	to	them,	
because	God	has	shown	it	to	them.	20	For	his	
invisible	attributes,	namely,	his	eternal	power	
and	divine	nature,	have	been	clearly	perceived,	
ever	since	the	creation	of	the	world,	in	the	things	
that	have	been	made.	So	they	are	without	excuse.	
1	Samuel	25:25	Let	not	my	lord	regard	this	
worthless	fellow,	Nabal,	for	as	his	name	is,	so	is	
he.	Nabal	is	his	name,	and	folly	is	with	him.	But	I	
your	servant	did	not	see	the	young	men	of	my	
lord,	whom	you	sent.	
	
B.	Man’s	downward	spiral.	

	
Romans	3:10–18	as	it	is	written:	“None	is	
righteous,	no,	not	one;	11	no	one	understands;	
no	one	seeks	for	God.	12	All	have	turned	aside;	
together	they	have	become	worthless;	no	one	
does	good,	not	even	one.”	13	“Their	throat	is	an	
open	grave;	they	use	their	tongues	to	deceive.”	
“The	venom	of	asps	is	under	their	lips.”	14	“Their	
mouth	is	full	of	curses	and	bitterness.”	15	“Their	
feet	are	swift	to	shed	blood;	16	in	their	paths	are	
ruin	and	misery,	17	and	the	way	of	peace	they	
have	not	known.”	18	“There	is	no	fear	of	God	
before	their	eyes.”	
1	Corinthians	2:14	The	natural	person	does	not	
accept	the	things	of	the	Spirit	of	God,	for	they	are	
folly	to	him,	and	he	is	not	able	to	understand	
them	because	they	are	spiritually	discerned.	
Ephesians	2:1–3	And	you	were	dead	in	the	
trespasses	and	sins	2	in	which	you	once	walked,	
following	the	course	of	this	world,	following	the	
prince	of	the	power	of	the	air,	the	spirit	that	is	
now	at	work	in	the	sons	of	disobedience—	3	
among	whom	we	all	once	lived	in	the	passions	of	
our	flesh,	carrying	out	the	desires	of	the	body	
and	the	mind,	and	were	by	nature	children	of	
wrath,	like	the	rest	of	mankind.	
	
II.	God	Speaks	About	the	Fool	(v2	&	3)	
A.	God’s	inspection.	
	
Hebrews	4:12	&	13	For	the	word	of	God	is	living	
and	active,	sharper	than	any	two-edged	sword,	
piercing	to	the	division	of	soul	and	of	spirit,	of	
joints	and	of	marrow,	and	discerning	the	
thoughts	and	intentions	of	the	heart.	13	And	no	
creature	is	hidden	from	his	sight,	but	all	are	
naked	and	exposed	to	the	eyes	of	him	to	whom	
we	must	give	account.	



Psalm	139:1–4	O	Lord,	you	have	searched	me	
and	known	me!	2	You	know	when	I	sit	down	and	
when	I	rise	up;	you	discern	my	thoughts	from	
afar.	3	You	search	out	my	path	and	my	lying	
down	and	are	acquainted	with	all	my	ways.	4	
Even	before	a	word	is	on	my	tongue,	behold,	O	
Lord,	you	know	it	altogether.	
Genesis	3:8–13	And	they	heard	the	sound	of	the	
Lord	God	walking	in	the	garden	in	the	cool	of	the	
day,	and	the	man	and	his	wife	hid	themselves	
from	the	presence	of	the	Lord	God	among	the	
trees	of	the	garden.	9	But	the	Lord	God	called	to	
the	man	and	said	to	him,	“Where	are	you?”	10	
And	he	said,	“I	heard	the	sound	of	you	in	the	
garden,	and	I	was	afraid,	because	I	was	naked,	
and	I	hid	myself.”	11	He	said,	“Who	told	you	that	
you	were	naked?	Have	you	eaten	of	the	tree	of	
which	I	commanded	you	not	to	eat?”	12	The	man	
said,	“The	woman	whom	you	gave	to	be	with	me,	
she	gave	me	fruit	of	the	tree,	and	I	ate.”	13	Then	
the	Lord	God	said	to	the	woman,	“What	is	this	
that	you	have	done?”	The	woman	said,	“The	
serpent	deceived	me,	and	I	ate.”	
Genesis	6:5–8	The	Lord	saw	that	the	wickedness	
of	man	was	great	in	the	earth,	and	that	every	
intention	of	the	thoughts	of	his	heart	was	only	
evil	continually.	6	And	the	Lord	regretted	that	he	
had	made	man	on	the	earth,	and	it	grieved	him	to	
his	heart.	7	So	the	Lord	said,	“I	will	blot	out	man	
whom	I	have	created	from	the	face	of	the	land,	
man	and	animals	and	creeping	things	and	birds	
of	the	heavens,	for	I	am	sorry	that	I	have	made	
them.”	8	But	Noah	found	favor	in	the	eyes	of	the	
Lord.	
Genesis	11:1–6	Now	the	whole	earth	had	one	
language	and	the	same	words.	2	And	as	people	
migrated	from	the	east,	they	found	a	plain	in	the	
land	of	Shinar	and	settled	there.	3	And	they	said	
to	one	another,	“Come,	let	us	make	bricks,	and	
burn	them	thoroughly.”	And	they	had	brick	for	
stone,	and	bitumen	for	mortar.	4	Then	they	said,	
“Come,	let	us	build	ourselves	a	city	and	a	tower	
with	its	top	in	the	heavens,	and	let	us	make	a	
name	for	ourselves,	lest	we	be	dispersed	over	
the	face	of	the	whole	earth.”	5	And	the	Lord	came	
down	to	see	the	city	and	the	tower,	which	the	
children	of	man	had	built.	6	And	the	Lord	said,	
“Behold,	they	are	one	people,	and	they	have	all	
one	language,	and	this	is	only	the	beginning	of	
what	they	will	do.	And	nothing	that	they	propose	
to	do	will	now	be	impossible	for	them.	

	
B.	God’s	conclusion.	
	
Isaiah	64:6	We	have	all	become	like	one	who	is	
unclean,	and	all	our	righteous	deeds	are	like	a	
polluted	garment.	We	all	fade	like	a	leaf,	and	our	
iniquities,	like	the	wind,	take	us	away.	
Luke	3:7	&	8	He	said	therefore	to	the	crowds	that	
came	out	to	be	baptized	by	him,	“You	brood	of	
vipers!	Who	warned	you	to	flee	from	the	wrath	
to	come?	8	Bear	fruits	in	keeping	with	
repentance.	And	do	not	begin	to	say	to	
yourselves,	‘We	have	Abraham	as	our	father.’	For	
I	tell	you,	God	is	able	from	these	stones	to	raise	
up	children	for	Abraham.	
Matthew	23:27	“Woe	to	you,	scribes	and	
Pharisees,	hypocrites!	For	you	are	like	
whitewashed	tombs,	which	outwardly	appear	
beautiful,	but	within	are	full	of	dead	people’s	
bones	and	all	uncleanness.	
	
III.	The	Resulting	Way	of	the	Fool	(v4	&	5)	
A.	Man	never	seems	to	learn.	
		
Romans	1:24	&	25	Therefore	God	gave	them	up	
in	the	lusts	of	their	hearts	to	impurity,	to	the	
dishonoring	of	their	bodies	among	themselves,	
25	because	they	exchanged	the	truth	about	God	
for	a	lie	and	worshiped	and	served	the	creature	
rather	than	the	Creator,	who	is	blessed	forever!	
Amen	
2	Timothy	3:1–5	But	understand	this,	that	in	the	
last	days	there	will	come	times	of	difficulty.	2	For	
people	will	be	lovers	of	self,	lovers	of	money,	
proud,	arrogant,	abusive,	disobedient	to	their	
parents,	ungrateful,	unholy,	3	heartless,	
unappeasable,	slanderous,	without	self-control,	
brutal,	not	loving	good,	4	treacherous,	reckless,	
swollen	with	conceit,	lovers	of	pleasure	rather	
than	lovers	of	God,	5	having	the	appearance	of	
godliness,	but	denying	its	power.	Avoid	such	
people.	
	
B.	Man	plays	out	his	foolishness	on	others.	
	
Psalm	53:5	There	they	are,	in	great	terror,	where	
there	is	no	terror!	For	God	scatters	the	bones	of	
him	who	encamps	against	you;	you	put	them	to	
shame,	for	God	has	rejected	them.	
Romans	1:28–32	And	since	they	did	not	see	fit	to	
acknowledge	God,	God	gave	them	up	to	a	



debased	mind	to	do	what	ought	not	to	be	done.	
29	They	were	filled	with	all	manner	of	
unrighteousness,	evil,	covetousness,	malice.	They	
are	full	of	envy,	murder,	strife,	deceit,	
maliciousness.	They	are	gossips,	30	slanderers,	
haters	of	God,	insolent,	haughty,	boastful,	
inventors	of	evil,	disobedient	to	parents,	31	
foolish,	faithless,	heartless,	ruthless.	32	Though	
they	know	God’s	righteous	decree	that	those	
who	practice	such	things	deserve	to	die,	they	not	
only	do	them	but	give	approval	to	those	who	
practice	them.	
2	Timothy	3:12	&	13	Indeed,	all	who	desire	to	
live	a	godly	life	in	Christ	Jesus	will	be	persecuted,	
13	while	evil	people	and	impostors	will	go	on	
from	bad	to	worse,	deceiving	and	being	deceived.	
	
IV.	God	Is	the	Refuge	For	the	Righteous	(v6	&	7)	
A.	God	cares	for	what	man	despises.	
	
1	Corinthians	1:21–25	For	since,	in	the	wisdom	
of	God,	the	world	did	not	know	God	through	
wisdom,	it	pleased	God	through	the	folly	of	what	
we	preach	to	save	those	who	believe.	22	For	
Jews	demand	signs	and	Greeks	seek	wisdom,	23	
but	we	preach	Christ	crucified,	a	stumbling	block	
to	Jews	and	folly	to	Gentiles,	24	but	to	those	who	
are	called,	both	Jews	and	Greeks,	Christ	the	
power	of	God	and	the	wisdom	of	God.	25	For	the	
foolishness	of	God	is	wiser	than	men,	and	the	
weakness	of	God	is	stronger	than	men.	
1	Corinthians	1:30	&	31	And	because	of	him	you	
are	in	Christ	Jesus,	who	became	to	us	wisdom	
from	God,	righteousness	and	sanctification	and	
redemption,	31	so	that,	as	it	is	written,	“Let	the	
one	who	boasts,	boast	in	the	Lord.”	
	
B.	God’s	people	rejoice	that	salvation	is	of	the	
Lord.	
	
Ephesians	2:1–7	And	you	were	dead	in	the	
trespasses	and	sins	2	in	which	you	once	walked,	
following	the	course	of	this	world,	following	the	
prince	of	the	power	of	the	air,	the	spirit	that	is	
now	at	work	in	the	sons	of	disobedience—3	
among	whom	we	all	once	lived	in	the	passions	of	
our	flesh,	carrying	out	the	desires	of	the	body	
and	the	mind,	and	were	by	nature	children	of	
wrath,	like	the	rest	of	mankind.	4	But	God,	being	
rich	in	mercy,	because	of	the	great	love	with	
which	he	loved	us,	5	even	when	we	were	dead	in	

our	trespasses,	made	us	alive	together	with	
Christ—by	grace	you	have	been	saved—	6	and	
raised	us	up	with	him	and	seated	us	with	him	in	
the	heavenly	places	in	Christ	Jesus,	7	so	that	in	
the	coming	ages	he	might	show	the	
immeasurable	riches	of	his	grace	in	kindness	
toward	us	in	Christ	Jesus.	
John	1:11–13	He	came	to	his	own,	and	his	own	
people	did	not	receive	him.	12	But	to	all	who	did	
receive	him,	who	believed	in	his	name,	he	gave	
the	right	to	become	children	of	God,	13	who	
were	born,	not	of	blood	nor	of	the	will	of	the	
flesh	nor	of	the	will	of	man,	but	of	God.	
Titus	3:3–7	For	we	ourselves	were	once	foolish,	
disobedient,	led	astray,	slaves	to	various	
passions	and	pleasures,	passing	our	days	in	
malice	and	envy,	hated	by	others	and	hating	one	
another.	4	But	when	the	goodness	and	loving	
kindness	of	God	our	Savior	appeared,	5	he	saved	
us,	not	because	of	works	done	by	us	in	
righteousness,	but	according	to	his	own	mercy,	
by	the	washing	of	regeneration	and	renewal	of	
the	Holy	Spirit,	6	whom	he	poured	out	on	us	
richly	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Savior,	7	so	that	
being	justified	by	his	grace	we	might	become	
heirs	according	to	the	hope	of	eternal	life.	


