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The Pastoral Epistles were written to encourage pastors to strengthen God’s Church and 

the Church to understand and appreciate its own existence. 

I. Who? 

A. Author: Paul (Saul) the Apostle 

B. Liberal Arguments Against: 

1. Different vocabulary and theology 

2. Ecclesiastical organization is too “advanced” 

3. Doesn’t “fit” with Acts events 

4. False teachings being addressed sound like 2nd century Gnosticism 

C. Conservative Arguments For: 

1. Claim to be written by Paul 

2. Accepted by the Church for 18 centuries 

3. Personal details 

 “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners among whom I am foremost of all.” (1 

Timothy 1:15) 

“Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and your frequent 

illnesses.” (1 Timothy 5:22) 

D. Recipient(s) 

1. Titus (a young pastor helping to organize and strengthen the churches on Crete) 

Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus 

along also. I went in response to a revelation and, meeting privately with those esteemed as 

leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I 

was not running and had not been running my race in vain. Yet not even Titus, who was with 

me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. This matter arose because 

some false believers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and 

to make us slaves. We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel 

might be preserved for you. (Galatians 2:1-5) 

 

To Timothy my true son in the faith… (1 Timothy 1:2) 

 



To Titus, my true son in our common faith (Titus 1:4) 

 

“I wrote as I did, . . . out of great distress and anguish of heart and with many tears” (2 

Corinthians 2:3–4a) 

Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a 

door for me, I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said 

goodbye to them and went on to Macedonia. (2 Corinthians 2:12-13)  

 

I have spoken to you with great frankness; I take great pride in you. I am greatly encouraged; in 

all our troubles my joy knows no bounds. 

For when we came into Macedonia, we had no rest, but we were harassed at every turn—

conflicts on the outside, fears within. But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the 

coming of Titus, and not only by his coming but also by the comfort you had given him. He told 

us about your longing for me, your deep sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was 

greater than ever. 

Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it—I see that 

my letter hurt you, but only for a little while— yet now I am happy, not because you were made 

sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God 

intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads 

to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. See what this godly sorrow 

has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, 

what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you 

have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter. So even though I wrote to you, it was 

neither on account of the one who did the wrong nor on account of the injured party, but rather 

that before God you could see for yourselves how devoted to us you are. By all this we are 

encouraged. 

In addition to our own encouragement, we were especially delighted to see how happy Titus 

was, because his spirit has been refreshed by all of you. I had boasted to him about you, and you 

have not embarrassed me. But just as everything we said to you was true, so our boasting about 

you to Titus has proved to be true as well. And his affection for you is all the greater when he 

remembers that you were all obedient, receiving him with fear and trembling. I am glad I can 

have complete confidence in you. (2 Corinthians 7:4-16) 

 

And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the 

Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 

extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were 

able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the 

privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. And they exceeded our expectations: 

They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. So we 

urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace 

on your part. But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 

earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace of 

giving. 



I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the 

earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 

yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. (2 

Corinthians 8:1-9) 

 

Thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern I have for you. For Titus 

not only welcomed our appeal, but he is coming to you with much enthusiasm and on his own 

initiative. And we are sending along with him the brother who is praised by all the churches for 

his service to the gospel. What is more, he was chosen by the churches to accompany us as we 

carry the offering, which we administer in order to honor the Lord himself and to show our 

eagerness to help. We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. For 

we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of 

man. 

In addition, we are sending with them our brother who has often proved to us in many ways that 

he is zealous, and now even more so because of his great confidence in you. As for Titus, he is 

my partner and co-worker among you; as for our brothers, they are representatives of the 

churches and an honor to Christ. Therefore show these men the proof of your love and the 

reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see it. (2 Corinthians 8:16-24) 

 

Now I am ready to visit you for the third time, and I will not be a burden to you, because what I 

want is not your possessions but you. After all, children should not have to save up for their 

parents, but parents for their children. So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have and 

expend myself as well. If I love you more, will you love me less? Be that as it may, I have not 

been a burden to you. Yet, crafty fellow that I am, I caught you by trickery! Did I exploit you 

through any of the men I sent to you? I urged Titus to go to you and I sent our brother with him. 

Titus did not exploit you, did he? Did we not walk in the same footsteps by the same Spirit? (2 

Corinthians 12:14-18) 

 

Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me 

and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke 

is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. I sent 

Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my 

scrolls, especially the parchments. (2 Timothy 4:9-13) 

 

2. The churches in their cities 

Grace be with you all. (1 Timothy 6:21b) 

 

3. The Church of God in all times 

II. What? 

A. Themes: 

1. Paul’s authority as an apostle 

2. Qualifications for church leaders 



3. Countering false teachers 

4. Teaching good doctrine 

5. Good doctrine should produce good lives 

III. Where? 

A. Paul is likely writing from Troas or Macedonia 

B. Titus on the island of Crete 

IV. When? 

A. 63-66 AD (most likely 64) 

V. Why? 

A. To encourage and charge Paul’s assistants in straightening out and strengthening 

the churches 

B. To clarify to the Church how it is to operate and the God-given authority of its 

pastors 

 


