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I have often said from this pulpit that we as Christians are a nation within a nation with dual-
citizenship: the spiritual kingdom of God and heaven (“the Israel of God” – Galatians 6:16), 
existing within the natural nation of the United States of America. And, with further 
consideration and meditation on this, I think I have had it backwards: the natural nation does 
not encompass the spiritual kingdom, no, quite the opposite. The spiritual kingdom 
encompasses and permeates all natural nations and the King of Kings and Lord of Lords rules 
over his spiritual kingdom and all the natural nations within it from heaven.  
 

Psalms 103:19 The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom 
ruleth over all. 
 
Daniel 4:28-37 All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve months 
he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. 30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great 
Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the 
honour of my majesty? 31 While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from 
heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. 
32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they 
shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that 
the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 33 
The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and 
did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like 
eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws. 34 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar 
lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the 
most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: 35 And 
all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his 
will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can 
stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? 36 At the same time my reason returned 
unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and 
my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent 
majesty was added unto me. 37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of 
heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in 
pride he is able to abase. 

 
I think this is an important point to bring up because until we grasp that the triune God is ruler 
over all, and in particular that Jesus (Savior) Christ (Anointed), the only begotten Son of God, 
rules (right now) from the right hand the throne of God the Father, we’re missing at least half of 
what Jesus Christ has done for us and for the world around us. 
 

Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, 
and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 
 
Luke 1:30-33 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with 
God. 31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 
name JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33 And he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 
 
Hebrews 1:8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a 
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 
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And this spiritual kingdom of God which is ruled by Jesus Christ is made up of the 
“fellowcitizens with the saints” (Ephesians 2:19) like me and you and our brothers and sisters 
across the earth, in all natural nations, “who are the called according to his purpose” (Romans 
8:28b). We are those who, by the grace of God and through the work of the Holy Spirit, that 
understand that “The kingdom of God cometh not with observation”, but that “the kingdom 
of God is within you” (Luke 17:20-21). We are called to be citizens of this spiritual kingdom and 
to reveal his kingdom to the natural nations wherein we live.  
 

1 Thessalonians 2:12 That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his 
kingdom and glory. 

 
1 Peter 2:9-10 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: 
which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 

 
I have often also said from this pulpit, especially when I have preached from Ezra and 
Nehemiah, that we are a kingdom in captivity, such as the Jews were in Babylon. While I believe 
that we are indeed surrounded and persecuted by the pagans on all sides, I believe that they (the 
pagans) are the true captives and we (the Christians) are the true freed men. This revised 
position of mine does not intend to negate the history or typology of Jewish captivity as it relates 
to us as Christians today. I firmly believe that God gave us those scriptures to reveal unto us why 
we, the citizens of the kingdom of God and heaven, come under persecution that feels like 
captivity. (Hint: because we sinned, God loves us, and he disciplines those that he loves.) I also 
believe that those scriptures reveal unto us what we, the citizens of the kingdom of God and 
heaven, must do when it feels like we are in captivity. (Hint: we are to live as freed men should 
live, showing the pagans the glory of God’s kingdom). 
 

John 8:36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
 
Romans 6:22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have 
your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
 
Acts 2:18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of 
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 
 
2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty. 

 
Assuming that these things are true: 
 
…that the spiritual kingdom of God is over, around, and in all the natural nations of the world, 
and 
…that God the Father through Jesus Christ rules over his spiritual kingdom and therefore, all 
the natural nations, from heaven, and 
…that the servants of God (Christians) in the kingdom of God are free from sin through Jesus 
Christ and live in liberty by the Holy Spirit, and 
…that the servants of self and Satan (pagans) in the natural nations are captives to sin and live 
in slavery, then… 
 



CKVL PBC 
07/10/2022 
Excerpts from Jeremiah 29 on Renewal and Restoration 

 3 

We must answer the question “What must we be and do when we (Christians), the freed, the 
liberated, the servants the “kings and priests unto God” who are to “reign on the earth” 
(Revelation 5:10), live our lives among the pagans in the natural nations of the world? 
 
Context 
 
Jeremiah 29:1 Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from 
Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders which were carried away captives, and to the priests, 
and to the prophets, and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away 
captive from Jerusalem to Babylon; 
 
Jeremiah 29:4 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried 
away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto 
Babylon; 
 
The Jews were “caused to be carried away from Jerusalem”. There is very deep 
symbology/typology for us here: Jerusalem is the city of David. Jesus Christ sits upon the throne 
of David (right now). He is the ruler Jerusalem (right now). He said, “Behold, I make all things 
new” and therefore, New Jerusalem is the city of Jesus Christ, “the bride, the Lamb’s wife”, 
(Revelation 21), “the general assembly and church of the firstborn” (Hebrews 12:23). New 
Jerusalem is the place where the free citizens of the kingdom of God gather because “the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it”, and “the glory of God did lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof” and, “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). 
New Jerusalem is the churches of God among all the natural nations of the world. It is the place 
where all Christians belong, and it is the place that identifies who we are and what we do. New 
Jerusalem is the capitol of the kingdom of God. 
 

Revelation 3:12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and 
he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the 
city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: 
and I will write upon him my new name. 

 
Nonetheless, the Jews from Jerusalem were carried into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, the king 
of Babylon and we Christians from New Jerusalem often feel as though we are captives in the 
natural nations and pagan societies where we live in this world because of tyranny, oppression, 
and persecution. What should we, as the free servants of God from New Jerusalem, do? 
 
Renewal 
 
God gave mankind a mandate at the beginning: 
 

Genesis 1:26-27 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; 
male and female created he them. 
 

We call this the “dominion mandate” and it is summed up in this phrase “Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion”. The mandate was 
revealed in the command to the Jews from Jerusalem. 
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Jeremiah 29:5-7 5 Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit 
of them; 6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, 
and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be 
increased there, and not diminished. 7 And seek the peace of the city whither I have 
caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace 
thereof shall ye have peace. 
 

Psalms 144:12-15 12 That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that our 
daughters may be as corner stones, polished after the similitude of a palace: 13 That our 
garners may be full, affording all manner of store: that our sheep may bring forth thousands 
and ten thousands in our streets: 14 That our oxen may be strong to labour; that there be no 
breaking in, nor going out; that there be no complaining in our streets. 15 Happy is 
that people, that is in such a case: yea, happy is that people, whose God is the LORD. 

 
To renew and revive the church of God (New Jerusalem), we must take the dominion mandate 
seriously. We must be fruitful and multiply. We must replenish and subdue. The mandate has a 
generational blessing, but it is a blessing that takes work to realize: we must out-build, out-
plant, out-marry, and out-procreate the pagans that surround us, wherever we are. Our location 
in the natural world does not matter, but our location in the spiritual world (the kingdom and 
city of God) does matter because we have been given another mandate, that when combined (as 
it should be) with the dominion mandate, effect glorious changes the natural and spiritual 
worlds. It is called the “cultural mandate”.  
 

Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 
We call this the cultural mandate because it disciples, baptizes, and teaches “all (natural) 
nations” to be subject to their one true king: Jesus Christ. The only way to fulfill this mandate is 
to combine it with the dominion mandate, where Christian churches, filled with Christian 
couples and families, living in Christian homes, working in Christian businesses and vocations, 
are in among the natural nations, proclaiming “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 
10:7) in all that they say and all that they do, so that “the whole earth (will) be filled with his 
glory” (Psalms 72:19). To do this requires obedience to, patience with, and reliance upon God’s 
promises. As we renew, God will restore. 
 
Restoration 
 
Jeremiah 29:10-14 10 For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at 
Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to 
return to this place. 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 12 Then shall ye call upon me, 
and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. 13 And ye shall seek me, 
and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. 14 And I will be found of 
you, saith the LORD: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all 
the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will 
bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive. 
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God promised that the Jews would be restored to Jerusalem after 70 years. When he restored 
them, they called, prayed, listened, sought, and searched to him and for him as he prophesied 
through Jeremiah, and he blessed them accordingly. If we are restored by God from the tyranny, 
oppression, and persecution from the pagans in the natural nations wherein we live, will we do 
the same? Will we fulfill the dominion mandate and the cultural mandate now and prepare the 
generations to come to be blessed to dwell in a spiritual kingdom and city in natural nations that 
know the liberty under the rule of Jesus Christ? 
 

Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be 
against us? 


