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1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you 
out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
 
9a But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
 
“But ye” is indicates Peter’s comparison of “you therefore which believe” to “them which be 
disobedient” (stumbling and offended) which he mentioned previously in verses 7-8. 
 

1 Peter 2:7-8 7  Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be 
disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 8  
And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the 
word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 

  
John Gill on “whereunto they were appointed”: “for as there are some whom God appointed 
and foreordained to believe in Christ, on whom he has determined to bestow true faith in him, and 
who have it as a pure gift, in consequence of such appointment; so there are others, whom he has 
determined to leave in that disobedience and infidelity into which the fall brought and 
concluded them, through which they stumble at Christ, and his word, and, in consequence thereof, 
justly perish; but this is not the case of all; there are some who are the objects of distinguishing 
grace and favour, and who are described in the following verse.” 
 
Peter is addressing “the objects of distinguishing grace and favour” whom he calls “strangers” at 
the beginning of this letter. 
 

1 Peter 1:1b the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia,  

 
And Peter writes a similar phrase in the verses that follow. 
 

1 Peter 2:11  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul; 

 
The Hebrew writer describes the Christian state of being “strangers and pilgrims” in the world. 
 

Hebrews 11:13-16 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen 
them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they 
seek a country. 15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came 
out, they might have had opportunity to have returned . 16 But now they desire a better 
country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he 
hath prepared for them a city. 

 
We share this same designation as “strangers and pilgrims” on this earth because we hold the 
same hope of a better heavenly country where God has prepared for us a city. That hope is what 
makes us strangers here. 
 
9b But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light: 

 



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
02/03/2013 (1st) 07/11/2021 (2nd) 
1 Peter 2:9 

 2 

Exodus 19:5-6 5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then 
ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 6 And 
ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which 
thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. 

 
Peter describes the scattered strangers using the language that God used to describe the 
Israelites after he had brought them out of Egypt. 
 
9c But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
 
Strong’s definitions for “chosen generation”:  

Eklektos: select; by implication favorite: - chosen elect.  
Genos: “kin” (abstractly or concretely literally or figuratively individually or 
collectively): - born country (-man) diversity generation kind (-red) nation offspring 
stock.  

 
Acts 17:28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own 
poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 

 
We are the elect kin of Jesus Christ and of one another by God’s choice. Those who are adopted 
by God into his family display external and internal changes (“live”, “move”, “have our being”) 
that are recognizable to those inside and outside of the congregation of God. 
 

John 13:34-35 34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

 
We show that we are chosen of God by our love for one another in the congregation (household) 
of God. That love is demonstrated in many ways. 
 

Colossians 3:12-17 12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 13 Forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ 
forgave you, so also do ye. 14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of 
perfectness. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in 
one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

 
9d But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
 
Strong’s definitions for “royal priesthood”: 

Basileios: kingly (in nature): - royal.  
Hierateuma: the priestly fraternity that is a sacerdotal order (figuratively): - 
priesthood.  

 
This phrase has been covered in-depth in the previous sermons on the priesthood of believers. 
We are a kingdom of priests who serve God’s children (one another) and our high priest, Jesus 
Christ. 
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9e But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
 
Strong’s definitions for “holy nation”:  

Hagios: sacred (physically pure morally blameless or religious ceremonially 
consecrated): - (most) holy (one thing) saint.  
Ethnos: race (as of the same habit) that is a tribe; specifically a foreign (non-Jewish) 
one (usually by implication pagan): - Gentile heathen nation people.  

 
We are not Jews and are not Gentiles but are a new tribe and a new nation. We are a set apart, 
sacred, and consecrated group with the Holy Spirit within us, thus we are “strangers and 
pilgrims” wherever we may go on this earth. 
 

Leviticus 20:26 And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD am holy, and have 
severed you from other people, that ye should be mine. 

 
Joel 2:28-32 28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon 
all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions: 29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in 
those days will I pour out my spirit. 30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, 
blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come. 32 And it shall come to pass, that 
whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant 
whom the LORD shall call. 

 
We are the residents of new Jerusalem, the inhabitants of new mount Zion, the remnant whom 
the Lord has called, who have called on his name, and have been delivered from destruction. We 
are the prophets, dreamers, and visionaries. We are the kings and priests of this new tribe and 
new nation. The Father has purchased us to be his servants and handmaids by the blood of the 
Son and has given us the Spirit. 
 
9f But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
 
Strong’s definitions of “peculiar people”: 

Peripoiēsis: acquisition (the act or the thing); by extension preservation: - obtain (-
ing) peculiar purchased possession saving.  
Laos: a people (in general): - people.  

 
We are a people who have been purchased, acquired, and preserved. Our purchase price was the 
blood of Jesus Christ. We show our gratitude by our actions because such a great price was paid 
for us (and our sins) as Jesus explains to Simon the Pharisee when the “woman in the city, 
which was a sinner” washed and anointed Jesus’ feet. 
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Luke 7:36-50 36 And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he 
went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. 37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which 
was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster 
box of ointment, 38 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with 
tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with 
the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within 
himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of 
woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner. 40 And Jesus answering said unto him, 
Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. 41 There was a certain 
creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 42 And 
when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them 
will love him most? 43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave 
most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. 44 And he turned to the woman, and said 
unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no 
water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the 
hairs of her head. 45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came 
in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this 
woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, 
which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the 
same loveth little. 48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 49 And they that sat at 
meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? 50 And he 
said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace. 

 
Acts 20:28 28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the 
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. 

 
The individual and the congregation are all part of God’s possession and as such we demonstrate 
our gratitude for our salvation through our actions by the Holy Spirit that dwells within us. 
 

1 Corinthians 6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

 
1 Corinthians 7:23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 

 
Titus 2:11-14 11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12 
Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. 

 
9g But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light: 
 

Genesis 1:1-5 1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2 And the earth was 
without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters. 3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 4 And God 
saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. 5 And God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning 
were the first day. 
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As God divided the light from darkness, so he has separated us from sin through the blood of 
Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Isaiah 43:21 This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise. 
 
We that are called out of darkness have one life purpose: to bring God (the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost) praise and glory. 
 
Westminster Shorter Catechism:  

Q. What is the chief end of man?  
A. Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever. 

 
2 Corinthians 4:5-7 5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves 
your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 

 
Ephesians 1:9-14 9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10  That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth; even in him: 11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will: 12  That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first 
trusted in Christ. 13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy 
Spirit of promise, 14  Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of 
the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.  

 
Summary: 

1. We are strangers and pilgrims on earth. 
2. God has called us out of darkness (sin) into light (salvation) to be a people who are: 

a. Chosen by him to be in his family. 
b. Serving him as a kingdom of his priests. 
c. Living as a set apart tribe. 
d. Demonstrating his mercy and forgiveness. 

3. Our life purpose is to glorify and praise God for all of these things. 


