Justification, Sanctification, and Baptism. Rom. 6:1-14 4/5/09

I. Introduction.

Il. Your baptism symbolizes your justification -- reminding you that you are saved solely by
God’sgracethrough faith in the atoning death of Christ.

A. Inthefirst five chapters of Romans, Paul has expounded the good news of how men
can bemaderight with God through God’sgracein Christ. 1:16-17
1. Everyoneof usisasnner. 1:18-3:20,23
2. Jesus Christ hasmet therequirements of God’slaw for His people. 3:25f 5:9,18ff
3. Thesalvation Jesus cameto bring isreceived by faith alone. 3:21-28 4:55:1

B. Paul anticipatesan objection. 6:1,15
1. Only a gospel of free grace would produce thisobjection! 6:1
2. If Paul had been preaching a message of faith plusworks and ceremoniesthis
charge would never have been made.

C. What does baptism haveto do with salvation?

1. You have been saved because of Christ’swork, not your own. 6:3-45:1

2. Just asAbraham wasjustified (declared righteous) by faith alone before he had
received any ceremonial covenant sign, you arejustified by faith alone. 4:9-12

3. Water baptism symbaolizes your spiritual union/baptism by faith with Christ in
Hisdeath and resurrection. 6:3-6 | Co. 10:2 Ga. 3:27 Cal. 2:12

4. Your water baptism contributes nothing to justifying you before God. 5:1

5. Itispossibleto be saved without having received the outward symbol of baptism.

I11. Your baptism also symbolizes your ongoing sanctification -- reminding you that your
union with Chrigt isthekey to your growth in holiness.

A. People still misunderstand God’sgrace. 6:1-2

1. Theobjection appearsto belogical -- If salvation isby grace, apart from works,
why bother to be holy? Themorewe sin, the more God’sgraceisdisplayed. v. 1
Beware of deductionswhich seem logical but are not supported by Scripture.
Paul is outraged at the suggestion that the gospel promotessin. 6:2a,15
Paul repliesthat the gospel, rightly understood, promotes holiness! 6:2b-5
People today still draw thisfalse conclusion from the gospel. Jude 1:4
God wantsyou to beholy. | Th. 4:3 Phil. 1:6 Titus2:14
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B. How should we pursue holiness?

The wrong approach can lead to frustration and failure.

2. Some focus upon the law, but the law alone won’t produce holiness. v.14 5:20 8: 3f
3. Othersregect effort all together.

4. Many seek a quick fix through a formula or an experience.

=

C. Thegospel isthe key to your growth in holiness!

The gospédl of grace produces holiness better than the law does!

The gospdl isjust asimportant for your sanctification asit wasfor justification.
Remember who you are! 6:11

Christianity beginsin theindicative; not what we do, but what God has done
providesthe foundation for what wedo. Col. 3:1ff | Jo. 3:1f 4:8-8

You can’t go on sinning because you are united to Christ! 6:2b

Lack of growth in holinessisdueto a failure to understand and apply the gospel.
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D. Because of Christ you are a new person!

1.
2.
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Your old salf hasdied in union with Christ. v. 2b-4a,6 Col. 2:12 Gal. 3:20
In what sense did you dieto sin?
You died to sin in the same sensein which Jesusdied to sin. v. 8-10 He. 7:27 9:12

You are anew person, united with Christ in Hisresurrection. v. 4b-5,8

You have been set freefrom davery tosin. v. 6-7,9b,17,20-22 11 Co. 5:17
Thisfact istrue of every believer whether herealizesor feelsit or not. | Co. 6:9ff
Your baptism picturesyour union with Christ in Hisdeath and resurrection.

E. Now, livein light of who you are. v. 12-13 12: 1ff
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Thefact that you are united with Christ in Hisdeath and resurrection does not
mean that it isno longer possible for you to sin. 7:14ff  Phil. 3:12

Nor doesit mean that you no longer need to pursue holiness and fight sin. v. 12ff
12:1,6,9-10f,18,21 13:7ff,14 15:2-3

God expectsyou to exert effort to do Hisrevealed will. Phil. 2:12-13 John 13:17
Put off sin. 6:12-13a

Put on righteousness. v. 13b,19c 12: 1ff

Your triumph isassured in Christ. 6:14 Phil. 1:6 2:13 Titus 2:11-14 Jer. 31:33

F. How doesthiswork out in practical terms?

1.
2.
3.

What you believe about yoursdlf influences how you live. | Co. 6:9ff

Daily preach the gospel to yourself -- remember who you arein Christ! 11Co. 5:17
When you are tempted -- remember what Christ hasdoneto set you free from
davery to sin.

4. When it ishard to love others -- remember God’sgraceto you. 15:2-3,7 Eph. 4:32
5.
6. When you fail, repent and remember the gospel yet again. | Jo. 1:8ff

Step forward in faithful obedience, knowing that God isworking in you.

IV. Conclusion: Remember your baptism.

A. Your union with Christ isportrayed by your baptism.

B. What doesthistext say about our practice of baptism?

1.
2. Who should be baptized?

3.

4. Baptism isnot necessary for salvation, but it isimportant.

What mode of baptism best portraysits meaning? Jo 3:23 Acts 8:38

Paul assumesthat every believer has been baptized. Mt. 28:19 Acts 2:37-38

Discussion guestions

1. What iswrong with this statement: “ Paul teachesin Romans 6: 2ff that we arein the
process of dyingtosin”?
2. How does your baptism symbolize how God justified you?
3. How does your baptism point to how God isworking to sanctify you?
4. What would you say to someone who objectsto the gospel because it isunfair for God to
save those who believe while re ecting others (who may be better people) who don’t believe?
5. What istherole of thelaw in the process of sanctification?
6. How doesthe gospel help usin the process of sanctification?
7. What isthefirst command Paul givesin the book of Romans?
What isthe significance of this command?
8. In light of the meaning of baptism, who should be baptized and by what mode? Why?
9. What should a Christian who feels defeated by sin do?
10. Why isit important to be baptized?



