
Rev. 1:4-7 (LD 20, Q/A 54)  “Seven Spirits”

For the Children: I used to go to a church that had a special pew for when the Queen visited.  She never did 
visit that church while I was there.  But if she had, I’m sure most members would have wanted to be there.  
Imagine if the Queen said she was coming to help us in one of our working bees!  I expect we’d get even more 
people there to help that day than we normally do.  Well, we have Someone even more important in all our 
services and helping our church at all times: God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  That should make us 
all the more eager to worship God at church and to be involved in the church.  Questions: What does the Lord 
Jesus do for the church?  What does the Holy Spirit do for the church?  How should that help us when people 
are against the church?

Introduction: 

First Point: Grace from Jesus Christ
1) A Greeting for the Whole Church: The “salutation” pronounced in v. 4 is addressed to the “7 churches in 

Asia (Minor).”  But the number “7” is symbolic in these visions.  The 7 churches are addressed with a 
message for the entire church during the “Last Days” (from Christ’s first to His second coming).  The 
greeting is said to be from Jesus Christ, as well as from the eternal God.  It promises grace and peace to
the whole church.

2) The Centrality of Christ in the Church: Christ’s central role in the church is seen the vision of vss. 12-16, 
where He is described in His exaltation as standing in the midst of the “7 golden lampstands” – a symbol
of the church (1:20 with Zech. 4:2-6).  He is also shown holding 7 stars in His right hand – the whole 
host of angels who help watch over the church.

3) Powerful Work for the Church: Our text focuses on the offices of Christ, and how His work powerfully 
affects the church.  As the Great Prophet, He is also the “Faithful Witness” to the Truth, even in the face 
of terrible persecution.  As the Great High Priest who offered Himself as a sacrifice for our sins, He has 
become the “Firstborn of the dead” – the first to be raised as our Representative and Head, 
guaranteeing that we will follow.  As the Great King, He is also the Ruler of the kings of the earth. As 
such, He will judge all our enemies at the end of time.  It is because of this that “grace and peace” can 
be promised to the church.  It is because of this that the church is a “kingdom of priests.”

4) Gathering, Protecting and Preserving: Q 54 interprets the Apostles’ Creed confession of the Holy Spirit in
terms of the gathering, protecting and preserving of the church by the Son of God.  He creates, 
establishes and unifies the church.  This was essential for the embattled church of the late first century 
to hear.  It is also the basis for understanding the Spirit’s work in the church, as He applies the work of 
Christ.

Second Point: Grace from the Seven Spirits
1) The “Seven Spirits”: Grace and peace are promised not only from the Father and the Son, but also from 

the “Seven Spirits.”  Again, the “7” is symbolic – it refers to all that the Holy Spirit is doing in the 7 
churches that stand for the entire church.  The Book of Revelation emphasizes the work of the Spirit 
alongside that of Christ.  See 1:10, 2:7,11,17,29, 3:6,13 and 22; 22:17.

2) Grace and Peace through the Spirit: Q 54 stresses that the Lord Jesus gathers, protects and preserves 
the church through the work of His Spirit.  He applies Christ’s work to the church on earth, while Christ 
does so in heaven.  The Spirit therefore grants the new life and faith that join the elect to Christ, creating 
His “Body,” the church.  He gives us a desire to worship together and to be fed by His Word together.  
He gives gifts and leads us to use them for the edification of the Body.  He enables us to become more 
and more of one mind (Eph. 4:4).  He enables collective growth in holiness – hence a “holy catholic 
church.” 

3) Courage and Faith: Knowing that the church has this help on earth, from One who dwells in the church 
as in the Temple of God – as well as help from heaven – gives us courage to persevere despite 
persecution.  This also helps to heighten our awareness of the importance of participating fully in the life 
and ministry of the church.

Conclusion: 


