
Westminster Confession of Faith: Session Thirteen 
WCF 12 – Of Adoption 

 
“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of 
bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.’ 
The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be 

glorified together.” (Romans 8:14-17 NKJV). 
 
 

I. Introduction 
a. Logical Connection in the Ordo Salutis 

 
 

b. Adoption in the Ordo Salutis 
 
 

II. WCF Chapter XII 
a. The Exclusive Privilege of Adoption 

Universal Fatherhood of God/Brotherhood of Man? 
 
 

b. The Blessings of Adoption 
i. Vouchsafing 

“To condescend to grant” 
 
 
“To be done with danger” 
 
 

ii. Brought into the Number of God’s Children 
 
 

iii. Liberties and Privileges 
Immunity from Evil of Affliction 
 
 
Interest in All the Promises 
 
 

iv. A Name 
1 John 3:1-2 
 
 

v. The Spirit of Adoption 
Romans 8:15 



 
 

vi. Access to the Throne of Grace 
Contrast with Isaiah 6 
 
 

vii. Having God as Father 
Pitied 
 
 
Protected 
 
 
Provided for 
 
 
Chastened 
 
 

viii. Eternal Security 
 
 

ix. An Inheritance 
Romans 8:17 
 
 

III. Application 
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