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KJV – Genesis 21:22-34 

 

“Abraham at Beer-sheba” 

      In Genesis twenty-one, we see Abraham’s dealings with Abimelech, and the area he met up with 
him was called Beer-sheba. This was the same place where he sent Hagar and Ishmael after Sara 
told Abraham to cast out this bondwoman. Verses twenty-two through thirty-four are Abraham’s 
pact with a Gentile king, Abimelech. This text covers the treaty, the well and the tree.   
 
     Whenever a nation, a state, a church or an individual treats Abraham or his seed in a positive 
way, God will bless it. When they react in a negative way toward Abraham or his seed God will 
curse it.   
 
     Abraham’s testimony four years earlier had been questioned by Abimelech in Genesis, and then 
God verified this man to the king as His prophet. Now Abraham’s testimony is revered and 
respected, it had so dramatically changed in the viewpoint of this Gentile king that now he wants to 
make sure that he is in a good standing with Abraham. 
 
 Genesis 21:22-23 

22 And it came to pass at that time, that Abimelech and Phichol the chief captain of his host spake unto 
Abraham, saying, God is with thee in all that thou doest: 

23 Now therefore swear unto me here by God that thou wilt not deal falsely with me, nor with my son, 
nor with my son's son: but according to the kindness that I have done unto thee, thou shalt do unto me, 
and to the land wherein thou hast sojourned. 

     Abimelech was the king of the Philistines (Genesis 26:1) and Phicol was the Philistine military 
commander. It was apparent that Abraham had sojourned to the Southwest and was dwelling near 
Gerar which was located in the Philistine region of Negev but still within the land boundaries of the 
Abrahamic Covenant.  

     This was the area where Abraham was now living however is was occupied and dominated by 
the Philistines. It is very significant to note that the first admission of Abimelech and Phicol 
(Genesis 21:22) is the acknowledgement that they know God is “with” Abraham, “in all that thou 
doest.” 
 
      This would have been a tremendous encouragement to Abraham, who had made some wrong 
decisions in life and really made of mess of things with Hagar and Ishmael. When you have botched 
things and someone still recognizes God is with you, it is a humbling moment of grace. Even when 
Abraham made dumb decisions, God was with him. Abraham had a testimony for God that became 
powerful and it was eventually known by the powerful men of his time. 
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     They know, by his witness, by his testimony and the evidence shown four years earlier that 
Abraham is a man of God, and they ask him to swear, or promise by his God that Abraham will not 
deal falsely with them, but to show them the kindness as they have rendered. 

     This is a very interesting text because this is the first time in Biblical history that a foreign nation 
desires to develop a permanent peace treaty with Israel. 

Genesis 21:24-25 

24 And Abraham said, I will swear. 

25 And Abraham reproved Abimelech because of a well of water, which Abimelech's servants had 
violently taken away. 

     Abraham responds in agreement to Abimelech. However he does bring up an issue of water 
rights. This was Abraham’s land by a Covenant Promise of Almighty God and it is here that Abraham 
starts to show true faith and puts his faith into action. Abraham was only sojourning in this land, 
even though he owned it by rights he did not occupy it and he was the weaker force here. Yet he 
relies on his faith in the one true God and brings up this issue to the king.  

     Abraham reproved Abimelech because of the well that his servants had violently taken away. 
Abraham was a stranger to most of these people, away from his normal dwelling place, the weaker 
force in Philistine occupied territory, yet he puts total trust in his God and challenges the king. 

Genesis 21:26 

26 And Abimelech said, I wot not who hath done this thing; neither didst thou tell me, neither yet heard 
I of it, but to day. 

     Abraham’s pact with Abimelech is indicative of the king’s recognition that the man dwelling in 
his territory is indeed a blessed man of God. It is similar to Rahab’s response in Joshua chapter two. 

Joshua 2:8-13 

8 And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof; 

9 And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is 
fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. 

10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of 
Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon 
and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. 

11 And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more 
courage in any man, because of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth 
beneath. 
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12 Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the LORD, since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will 
also shew kindness unto my father's house, and give me a true token: 

13 And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that 
they have, and deliver our lives from death. 

     This summary of her faith is reiterated in Hebrews chapter eleven. 

Hebrews 11:31 

31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies 
with peace. 

     The people of God were to be a “light unto the Gentiles” and occasionally God would reveal 
Himself through His people unto certain gentiles. Just like today when God reveals Himself to men 
through the Gospel in the person of the LORD Jesus Christ.  

     As in the heathen world of this time and the godless, depraved world of today, people see the 
light of God/Christ in God’s Children and their actions. After God enlightens with truth this prompts 
a response of faith by the observer. 

      But before peace can be established, wrongs need to be made right and restitution and 
reparation needs to be made. If one wants to be right with God, the wrongs of sin must be admitted 
to, addressed and repented of. Turning to God from sin is repentance and this is a lifelong process. 

Genesis 21:27 

27 And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto Abimelech; and both of them made a 
covenant. 

     The sheep and the oxen were given and made as a covenant of peace between Abraham and 
Abimelech. Four years earlier it was Abimelech giving to Abraham, now Abraham gives to offer for 
this covenant agreement of peace. 

Genesis 21:28-31 

28 And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves. 

29 And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What mean these seven ewe lambs which thou hast set by 
themselves? 

30 And he said, For these seven ewe lambs shalt thou take of my hand, that they may be a witness unto 
me, that I have digged this well. 

31 Wherefore he called that place Beersheba; because there they sware both of them. 
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     Then Abraham gives unto Abimelech seven ewe lambs of the flock. Normally the ewe lamb is 
offered as a sin offering as in Leviticus chapter fourteen; however Abraham is not using them here 
as a sin offering but as a goodwill gift. 

     Seven is the number of God and it represents completion, this is a picture here that this oath of 
Abraham is completely binding. These seven lambs would be a reminder always that the well in 
Beer-sheba was the property of Abraham. Beer-sheba meaning – the well of oath, but, friends, it is 
not called the well of oath because of Abraham and Abimelech’s oath, but because of the oath of 
Almighty God to His people. 

(See notes on Beer-sheba at the end of the lesson.) 

Genesis 21:32 

32 Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba: then Abimelech rose up, and Phichol the chief captain of 
his host, and they returned into the land of the Philistines. 

     The covenant of peace was final and it was binding, afterwards Abimelech and his captain 
returned into the land of the Philistines but Abraham who had totally trusted in God through this 
encounter remained. 

Genesis 21:33-34 

33 And Abraham planted a grove in Beersheba, and called there on the name of the LORD, the 
everlasting God. 

34 And Abraham sojourned in the Philistines' land many days. 

     Abraham responds to this event in worship to his God. He planted a grove, and called thereon the 
name of the LORD, the everlasting God. Faith that honors God is developed over time and much of it 
is developed after previous failures. Abraham was able to live in the land of the Philistines in a 
peaceful existence and it was all due to his relationship with God. 

BEER-SHEBA, - the well of oath. 

God’s Sovereign promise and oath of watch over, care for; protect and preserve His people. 

- Hagar is relieved at Beer-sheba (Genesis 21:14). 
- Abraham sojourns in Beer-sheba (Genesis 21:31). 
- Abraham returned to Beer-sheba (Genesis 22:19). 
- Isaac dwells at Beer-sheba and Jacob departs (Genesis 28:10). 
- Jacob is comforted at Beer-sheba (Genesis 46:1). 
- Elijah flees to Beer-sheba (I Kings 19:3). 

     We see from this illustration, that these people can do nothing without the work of God in their 
lives. It is important to remain close to the water source, it is important to stay near the well of oath 
of a Sovereign God. This is the only source of living water, God’s provision through His Grace and 
the Salvation of mankind through the LORD Jesus Christ.  


