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WEEK 11: FROM GREEK NEW TESTAMENTS TO YOUR BIBLE
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The Impact of the first published Greek New 
Testament

1. Martin Luther discovered the gospel in it
2. Tyndale translated into English from it
3. The supremacy of the Vulgate – and thus the Roman Catholic 

Church – was threatened by it (i.e., it fueled the Reformation)
4. The KJV was based upon it
5. All Protestant English translations until the late 1800s were 

based upon it





“The number and nature of manuscripts we have 
make it extraordinarily unlikely that we shall ever 
again find variants that are not already known.” 
(Craig Blomberg, Can We Still Believe the Bible, p.16)
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Today’s Greek New Testament

“eclectic text”

Sometimes called:
• NA
• UBS
• NU (in the NKJV)



Today’s English Translations

KJV: NASB, ESV, NIV, etc.:

Textus Receptus eclectic text
(most have notes about variants)

NKJV: 

Textus Receptus
(notes about variants)
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