
“Divine Art” 
The Church’s Calling 

Ephesians 2:4-7 

 

The Art in Heaven celebrates a :   

I.   Master - “But God”      (v. 4)   
 

      Christ reveals God’s:   
  

 A.  Identity  – “ rich in mercy” 

  Exodus 34:6 

 Intrinsic Attributes Relational Attributes 

 Love  is demonstrated as  = Grace…Mercy 

 Truth ………………………Faithfulness 

 Holy………………………..Justice 
  

 B.  Immensity  –“His great love”  
From the mind of Minolta 
 

 C.  Intensity  – “wherewith He loved us”  

Labor of Love 
  

II.  Medium – “ when we were dead ”       (vs. 5-6)  
 

Without Christ we would have remained :   
 

A.      Dead  –“quickened us”  
George Whitefield 
Come, ye dead, Christless, unconverted sinners, come and see the place where 

they laid the body of the deceased Lazarus; behold him laid out, bound hand 

and foot with grave-clothes, locked up and stinking in a dark cave, with a great 

stone placed on the top of it! Was he bound hand and foot with grave-clothes? 

So art thou bound hand and foot with thy corruptions: and as a stone was laid 

on the sepulcher, so is there a stone of unbelief upon thy stupid heart. Perhaps 

thou hast lain in this state,, not only four days, but many years, stinking in 

God's nostrils. And; what is still more affecting, thou art as unable to raise 

thyself out of this loathsome, dead state, to a life of righteousness and true 

holiness, as ever Lazarus was to raise himself from the cave in which he lay so 

long. Thou mayest try the power of thy own boasted free-will, and the force and 

energy of moral persuasion and rational arguments (which, without all doubt, 

have their proper place in religion); but all thy efforts, exerted with never so 

much vigor, will prove quite fruitless and abortive, till that same Jesus, who 

said, "Take away the stone," and cried, "Lazarus, come forth," comes by his 

mighty power, removes the stone of unbelief, speaks life to thy dead soul, looses 

thee from the fetters of they sins and corruptions, and by the influences of his 

blessed Spirit, enables thee to arise, and to walk in the way of his holy 

commandments.   
  

B.      Disconnected -“raised us up together” 
  

C.      Disregarded – “made us sit together”     
  

III. Masterpiece -  “That…He might show ”        (v. 7 )      

 

Christ work redefined  :   

  

 A.   History – “in ages to come” 

 

  B.   Heroism –“ exceeding riches of His grace” 
 

C.   Humanity – “His kindness to us thru Christ Jesus” 

>>> We were transformed from being an amazing creation of 

God’s power to being a New Creation eternally displaying God’s 

grace through kindness. 

  

With all spiritual blessings…what are they well, 

including election, predestination, adoption, grace, 

redemption, forgiveness, wisdom, understanding, 

knowledge of the mystery of His will, the sealing of the 

Holy Spirit, and inheritance 

 
 

 



Sentence Sermon:  
“God’s mercy is drawn out of the pool of His great love and 

delivered by His great Son ." 

 

Additional Verses    

  

 Exodus 34:6 

 Psalm 145:8 

 II Peter 1:4 

 Colossians 1:24; 3:4 

 I John 1:3; 4:8; 5:12 

 John 3:16; 5:24; 20:17 

 Philippians 3:10 

 Hebrews 2:11 

 Romans 5:8; 8:18-21 

 I Peter 2:9 

 Revelation 1:5 

 
 

Questions to Ponder: 
 1. What do the past tense verbs say about 

verses 4-6? 

 2.   What is the common feature of verses 5,6, 

and 7? 

 3. What characteristics or attributes of God 

are on full display in this passage? 

 

V. 4 
 But God – contrast to verse 1 “And you who were 

dead in trespasses and sins”  

 Who is: this is all about who God is not who we are 

o Rich in mercy 

o For His great Love for Us 

 Wherewith He loved us 

V. 5 
 Even when we = Not because we but…in spite of 

us 

o Were dead in sins 

 Hath quickened us = God gives life …eternal life to 

those who can not do anything about their 

estate…We are passive…He is active…k 

 Together with Christ = through a relationship with 

Christ…not works…not religion…a relationship 

 

V. 6 

 And  = more than just eternal life….resurrection life 

 Has raised us up together = experiencing our own 

resurrection  

 And = more was given than just life …a position 

 Made us sit together  = A place of varying honor 

and position  

o In heavenly places = Good place to be, 

exalted place 

o In Christ Jesus = A place of great 

importance, security, and fellowship 

 



Whereas Christ had died physically (1:20), unbelievers were 

dead spiritually (2:1-3). While Christ was raised physically (1:20), 

unbelievers are made alive and raised with Christ spiritually (2:5-6). 

Christ is seated in the heavenly realms physically (in His 

resurrected, ascended body; 1:20), but believers are seated with 

Christ in the heavenly realms spiritually (2:6). This divine power 

that can make an unbeliever have life, be raised, and exalted with 

Christ is the same power that presently operates in believers. 

 

 **** Note**** All verbs so far are past tense…He 

has done this already for the believer….It is 

ours….Next verse is future looking not past 

looking….It is what He wants to do for a lasting 

display. 

 

V. 7 

 That = the reason for all this 

 In the ages to come = for all eternity 

 He might shew = God wants to showcase 

o The exceeding = quantity 

 Riches of His Grace = quality 

( cp. 1:6, 12, 14 = praise of His…) 

 In His kindness = 

Initiative 

o Toward us = Focus 

 Through 

Christ Jesus 

=  The Way 

 “The cross is the lightning rod of grace that 

short-circuits God’s wrath to Christ so that only 

the light of His love remains for believers.” ~ 

A. W. Tozer 

 


