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Article 5  

Leader: Neither can the decalogue delivered by God to His peculiar people, the Jews, by the hands of Moses, save men. 

For though it reveals the greatness of sin, and more and more convinces man thereof, yet, as it neither points out a remedy 

nor imparts strength to extricate him from this misery, but, being weak through the flesh, leaves the transgressor under the 

curse, man cannot by this law obtain saving grace. 

Article 6  

People: What, therefore, neither the innate understanding nor the law could do, that God performs by the 

operation of the Holy Spirit through the word or ministry of reconciliation; which is the glad tidings 

concerning the Messiah, by means whereof it has pleased God to save such as believe, as well under the 

Old as under the New Testament. 

Article 7  

Leader: This mystery of His will God revealed to but a small number under the Old Testament; under the New 

Testament (the distinction between various peoples having been removed) He reveals it to many. The cause of this 

dispensation is not to be ascribed to the superior worth of one nation above another, nor to their better use of the innate 

understanding of God, but results wholly from the sovereign good pleasure and unmerited love of God. Hence they to 

whom so great and so gracious a blessing is communicated, above their desert, or rather notwithstanding their demerits, 

are bound to acknowledge it with humble and grateful hearts, and with the apostle to adore, but in no wise curiously to pry 

into, the severity and justice of God’s judgments displayed in others to whom this grace is not given. 

 


