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“A Time for Testing” 
The Life of Joseph series [#06] 

Genesis 42 

Introduction —    

A.  A Challenging Reunion 

 1.  Famine & fear — Jacob sends, but not ben 

 2.  Dreams come true — Bros.Bowing to Joseph   irony 

 3.  Joseph ‘incognito’ —  plan for their good… 

B.  A Time for Testing 

 1.  Prudent need for information…   not revenge 

 2.  Plan to provoke their repentance  (Joe weeps) 

 3.  Seven separate Tests (~Voddie Baucham Jr) 

(1) Is Benjamin alive? 

(2) Will someone volunteer to get Benjamin? 

(3) Will someone volunteer to stay?  [real test] 

(4) Will someone come for Simeon? 

(5) How will they respond to returned money? 

(6) …How they earned Jacob’s trust? 

(7) …Have they earned Benjamin’s trust? 

C.  A Closer Look at God’s Providence 

 1. Providence always work, even as men make own choices 

 2. God acts to bring about repentance (never easy) 

 3. Our fears & feelings often out of line -we incr. burdens 

Closing word — fruit of repentance? 

. Amen ,  


