
FIRST PETER – STEADFAST IN SUFFERING 
 

1 Peter 1:1 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
• Brian Houston, founder of Hillsong, once attributed the popularity of 

his religion by stating, "We are scratching people where they are 
itching." 

 
• One of the characteristics of false teachers is they teach the people 

what they want to hear (2 Timothy 4:3; Isaiah 30:10) 
 
• But God’s true teachers will teach the people what they need to hear, 

whether they like it or not (2 Timothy 4:2) 
 
• A faithful minister looks to his flock’s circumstances, needs, 

shortcomings and sins, and applies the word of God appropriately 
 
• The apostles as they wrote the epistles of the New Testament by the 

Holy Spirit, assessed the spiritual needs of their recipients, and gave 
them counsel from God to help them 

 
• The Epistle of First Peter addresses believers who were experiencing 

suffering, and would yet face more severe suffering in the days 
ahead 

 
• Peter wrote to them to instruct them in the proper understanding of 

suffering, and how they should respond to it in a godly way 
 
• Today, the persecution of Christians is taking place in many parts of 

the world – in many countries your very life is in danger simply for 
being a Christian 

 
• In the west the persecution has begun – at first subtly, with gradual 

ostracism from society, from workplaces, from positions of power; 
then financial consequences, confiscation of property; then legal 
pressure from “human rights” tribunals; then physical beatings; 
imprisonment; re-education camps; and finally death 

 



• Throughout the history of the church, 1 Peter has been a precious 
manual for persecuted believers as they suffered cruelty at the hands 
of their tormenters, enabling them to see God’s sanctifying purpose 
in their trials, and equipping them to endure them patiently with grace 

 
• And now, as Christians in Australia, we daily draw closer to outright 

state-sanctioned persecution, we turn to this book to guide, instruct, 
encourage and equip us for the evil days to come 

 
• Today we begin a series on 1 Peter, and this message will give us a 

broad overview of the epistle 
 
I. THE STONE WHO PENNED THE LETTER 
 

A. The apostle Peter’s authorship (1:1) 
 

1. This has been universally accepted since its writing 
 

2. There are numerous similarities between words that Christ 
spoke in Peter’s hearing in the Gospels, and what Peter wrote 
in this epistle (compare John 21:15-17 with 1 Peter 5:2) 

 
3. There are similarities between Peter’s recorded words in Acts 

and his words here (Compare Acts 5:30; 10:39 with 1 Peter 
2:24 and Acts 10:42 with 1 Peter 4:5) 

 
B. Peter’s ministry 

 
1. Simon, the son of Jonas, was called to follow Christ through 

the encouragement of his brother Andrew (John 1:40-42) 
 

2. Christ named him Peter (petros) which means “stone” (Mark 
3:16) 

 
3. Cephas is the Aramaic form of Petros (John 1:42) 

 
4. The Lord Jesus, by addressing him with these different 

names, would give him a subtle message 
 

a. “Simon” would indicate he was acting in his old ways 
 



b. “Peter/Cephas” would be a commending of him for acting 
the way he ought to 

 
5. He was baptized under John the Baptist’s ministry (Luke 

1:17) 
 

6. Christ called him to forsake all (Matthew 4:19; 19:27; Mark 
1:17-18) 

 
7. Christ called him to the office of apostle (Matthew 10:2; Mark 

3:16; Luke 6:14) 
 

8. He became the clear leader of the apostles, often speaking 
on behalf of the twelve (Luke 5:5; Mark 11:21; Matthew 19:27; 
John 6:68; Acts 5:29) 

 
9. He had the oversight of the first church (John 21:15-17; Acts 

1:15; Galatians 1:18) 
 

10. He became the apostle to the Jews (Galatians 2:7) 
 

11. The last mention of Peter in the book of Acts is in Acts 
15:7,14 

 
12. Peter’s death was foretold by Christ (John 21:18-19) 

 
C. The letter is written from “Babylon” (5:13) 

 
1. One view is that this is a cryptic name for Rome (cf. 

Revelation 17:5,9,18) 
 

2. The other view is that Peter wrote it from literal Babylon in 
Mesopotamia (Acts 2:9) 

 
3. Silas (Silvanus) was the amanuensis (penman) of the letter 

(5:12) 
 
II. THE STRANGERS WHO PROFIT FROM THE LETTER 
 

A. This is one of the “General Epistles” 
 



1. There are seven General Epistles, starting with James, 
ending with Jude 

 
2. They are not written to a particular church or individual, and 

are named after their writers rather than their recipients 
 

B. “Strangers scattered” 
 

1. The regions listed in 1:1 were in northern Asia Minor, which is 
modern-day Turkey 

 
2. The word for “scattered” is diasporas 

 
a. It is found in John 7:35 referring to Jews scattered among 

the Greeks 
 

b. It is also found in James 1:1 referring to the “twelve tribes 
which are scattered abroad” (James 1:1) 

 
c. Some think that Peter was therefore writing to Jewish 

believers only 
 

4. It seems that these scattered pilgrims were both Jews and 
Gentiles scattered throughout the provinces of Asia Minor 

 
a. There are statements made in the epistle that would not 

apply to Jewish readers (1:14,18; 2:10; 4:3-4) 
 

5. Though not written to a particular church, the context of the 
community of faith in the body of Christ is in view, setting forth 
the nature of the church (2:5), the membership of the church 
(4:7-11) and the leadership of the church (5:1-4) 

 
III. THE SUBSTANCE PROCLAIMED IN THE LETTER 
 

A. Suffering believers 
 

1. During Christ’s ministry and the early church period, 
persecution came from Jews, as well as Greek and Roman 
groups, but not so much from the Roman authorities 

 



2. The church was viewed as being associated with Judaism, 
and under the same umbrella 

 
3. By 60 AD, the growth of Christianity had come to Rome’s 

attention as a significant movement in the empire 
 

4. In 64 AD, the Great Fire of Rome destroyed two-thirds of the 
city’s buildings within nine days 

 
5. Though Nero was suspected of ordering it himself, he 

diverted suspicion by blaming the Christians 
 

6. Brutal persecution of Christians throughout the Roman 
Empire began which lasted until Nero’s death in 68 AD 

 
7. Though this epistle may have been written before the fire of 

Rome, the believers were already experiencing persecution 
 

a. The word “suffer” and its derivatives is used 15 times in 
this epistle 

 
b. The trials dealt with are varied – “manifold temptations” 

(1:6) 
 
8. Peter writes to suffering believers, and prepares them for 

further suffering 
 

B. The right perspective on suffering 
 

1. The privilege of the fellowship of Christ’s suffering 
 

c. Throughout his epistle, Peter constantly relates the 
Christian’s suffering to Christ’s suffering (2:19-21; 3:17-
18; 4:1) 

 
d. Believers are called to be “partakers of Christ’s sufferings” 

and rejoice in them (4:12-13; cf. Acts 5:41) 
 

e. “The servant is not greater than his lord” (John 15:20) 
 



f. Paul desired to know “the fellowship of his sufferings” 
(Philippians 3:10) 

 
g. Christ calls his people to suffer as he did, but he gives 

grace to endure (1 Peter 4:19) 
 

h. Where are “manifold temptations” (1:6), there is also the 
“manifold grace of God” (4:10) 

 
2. The spiritual growth and maturity that results from suffering 

 
a. Suffering is God’s instrument of purifying us from sin (4:1-

2) 
 

b. It is only “after that ye have suffered a while” that we may 
be made “perfect, stablish, strengthen, settled” (5:10) 

 
3. The eternal salvation and future glory we have in Jesus Christ 

 
a. The Christian’s suffering is temporary, while his glory is 

eternal (1:3-5) 
 

b. “The bitter must come before the sweet, and that also will 
make the sweet the sweeter” (Bunyan) 

 
4. The ultimate glorious triumph of Christ over all his and our 

enemies 
 

a. Our suffering will be found unto his praise and honour and 
glory at his coming (1:7) 

 
b. When his glory is revealed, there will be no thought of 

these “light afflictions” but only gladness with exceeding 
joy (4:13) 

 
c. He will destroy all enemies, and finally the last enemy, 

death, will be destroyed (1 Corinthians 15:26) 
 

C. Promises to suffering Christians 
 

1. Promises of eternal glory (1:3-5,7-9,13; 5:4,10) 



 
2. Promises of forgiveness of sins (1:18-21; 2:6,24; 3:18) 

 
3. Promises of God’s protection (3:12,13; 5:6,7) 

 
D. Commands to suffering Christians 

 
1. While this is a letter of great comfort to the Christ, it is also a 

letter of commandment to the Christian 
 

2. There are nearly 40 commands for believers given throughout 
this short epistle (1:13,15,17,22; 2:2,13,17; 3:3,10,11,15; 
4:1,7,12,13,15-16,19; 5:2,5-6,8-9,14) 

 
3. This shows us that trials, afflictions, persecution and suffering 

do not exempt the Christin from his duty to obey God 
 

4. The promises and encouragements of the word give us little 
comfort unless we are walking in obedience to the commands 
of the word 

 
5. The true Christian loves not just God’s promises to him, but 

God’s commandments to him 
 

E. The relationship between doctrine, practice and affection 
 

1. This book is full of doctrinal teaching relating to the scriptures, 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, salvation, the church, Satan and 
angels 

 
2. It is also a very practical book, guiding us in our conduct 

 
a. Sound doctrine is “the doctrine which is according to 

godliness” (1 Timothy 6:3) 
 

3. But true religion is more than simply right belief (orthodoxy) 
and right practice (orthopraxy) it must have right affections 
(orthopathy)  

 
4. Love for God is the ultimate motivator that translates to 

service and which truly glorifies God (Deuteronomy 6:4-5) 



 
5. Peter teaches us that the fountainhead of the Christian life, 

from which all else flows, is love to Jesus Christ 
 

a. “Whom having not seen, ye love” (1:8) 
 

b. “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious” (2:7) 
 

c. The Lord’s probing question to Peter: “lovest thou me?” 
evidently remained with him and guided his life until the 
day of his martyrdom (John 21:15-17) 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. None of us enjoys suffering, yet we are called by Christ to “take up 

the cross” and follow him 
 

2. Must I be carried to the skies 
On flowery beds of ease, 
While others fought to win the prize 
And sailed through bloody seas?” 

 
3. The Lord gave Simon the name Peter (stone), and there is a rock-like 

feel to this letter – Christians are to be steadfast and unmoveable 
 
4. The Lord Jesus commanded Peter to, after his restoration, 

strengthen his brethren (Luke 22:32) 
 
5. We, as his brethren in the 21st century, are still being strengthened 

by his words of encouragement in trials 
 
6. Peter summarises the purpose of this epistle in 5:12 – “have written 

briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God 
wherein ye stand” 

 
7. If we are to stand the storms of suffering the we face as strangers in 

a hostile world, it is only by the grace of God through Jesus Christ 
(Matthew 7:24-27) 


