
Debunking the Redefinition of the Separation of Church and State - 1 Timothy 2:1-4 - 7-17-22
There has been a pressing issue that has been an issue for some time, but is gaining more 

recognition recently with some Supreme Court decisions that have been made that many people 
haven’t liked. What has brought this about is more so about who has made these decisions and 
what their personal beliefs may be that caused them to make these decisions. This pressing issue 
is the topic of the separation of church and state. It is my duty to help you be aware of these 
things and especially to help you be aware of how this topic has been redefined by a large 
majority who are opposed to the Christian worldview and any influence it may have on society. 
This was the issue with prayer being taken out of public schools and there have been many other 
cases that have come up. So what is the redefinition, what is the true definition and its context, 
and what does the Bible show us in this text that opposes this redefinition of our day? Those are 
the questions we will address today. Texts like this help us to know not only what our role is in 
society as this should be applied to all vocations, but also this helps us know how this role and 
witness is brought about. 

It is important to note here that this addresses the questions that run deeper into the last 
two weeks in what we’ve talked about in John 14, which are, what way are we presently walking 
in, what truth are we presently believing and living in, and what life are we presently pulling 
from? This is the fullness of what the gospel addresses. It has massive implications on how to 
live on earth while we are still here, which is the purpose of God flowing out of the new life in 
Christ. The Christian’s witness in the public square, throughout the market place of ideas, is a 
vital area that we must look at today. This comes out of the great need for it, because our society 
is turning anti-Christian faster and faster and is influencing Christians to stay out of it. Christians 
must be able to recognize what is going on and what they are to do. I don’t want you to buy into 
this redefinition and give into or go along with this way of life that is imposed upon you. We 
must see the nature of the Christian faith that comes out of the new heart practically and how it 
coincides with this issue of the separation of church and state, because it is an issue that is 
growing.

It has been rightly said that culture is religion externalized. So it is important to be 
reminded that every human being is religious and no one can keep their moral beliefs out of their 
life in whatever area of life it may be. When it comes to how societies are governed they are 
governed by one religion or another. It is just a question of which religion is it? Every society has 
law even if it is no law. That is a law. And every law legislates morality and comes from a moral 
or immoral foundation. Further, every society is a theocracy, because there is always a god at the 
top of that society’s government. With humanism it is man and ultimately the government is 
functionally the god that governs by man’s law. It is self-law that is determined by people as the 
standard of what should be law. With biblical Christianity it is God. And His law is what 
functionally determines its government. All societies function under a god it just depends on 
which god, a false one or the one true God. Also, everyone is a theologian who operates from a 
worldview that is rooted in what they believe about God and what they believe about life and 
what comes after it. As societies function one question that reveals this is whether or not 
everyone is free to persuade one another within the market place of ideas or is there one narrative 
that is forced by law and forms of persecution come to those who do not comply and conform to 
that narrative. Persecution comes in the forms of cancellation, punishment, death and whatever 
else falls in between. Within this is taken into account the difference between the practice of 
religion and the structure and enforcement of civil law. This brings in the difficult, but important 
age-old question of what is the relationship between church and state? 



 The new, current definition of this separation of church and state says that your Christian 
faith can’t influence your role in governing if that is your vocation or even your opinion of 
government issues or your influence in any state issue like taxes or zoning laws or your influence 
in any public issue like praying with a sports team or why you choose to not get vaccinated for 
covid. These and many other instances have been put under this discussion. And according to 
many today your beliefs should not be a part of those issues. They should be separated. Today 
there is this idea that there is the secular realm of life that needs to be separated from the spiritual 
realm of life. And the spiritual realm of life is just confined to your private life and within the 
church. This feeds into this issue and the idea of secular is growing because of this redefinition. 
But the secular doesn’t exist. There is no neutrality and no area of life that is separated from 
God. This redefinition is simply that your Christian faith that determines how you stand on the 
issues of life in society must remain a private matter that stays with you. You are not to take your 
beliefs out of the church and out of your personal life itself. If you do then you are automatically 
taken as imposing your beliefs on others in a forceful way. Is that really true? Is this really what 
was meant by the First Amendment and what the phrase “the wall of separation of church and 
state” means that came from Thomas Jefferson specifically? And how can we look through the 
magnifying glass of Scripture at this issue? We will get to this passage of Scripture more in a bit, 
but at a quick glance is this redefinition the way it is, or should be, according to God? Again, 
what we fail to see is that everyone brings their beliefs into everything and the question of 
morality is always at play. This is seen most in government, which is why it is such an important 
issue that shouldn’t be ignored or dismissed as unnecessary.  
 We ought to know what the context was that brought about the First Amendment and 
what it means. And we ought to know how we are to function within that society. What brought 
about the First Amendment was that people wanted to get away from tyrannical government that 
had an established national religion and they determined the function of that religion and how 
they dealt with people who opposed it. They made law regarding that religion and the practice of 
it. The ruler not only ruled in the civil arena, but also in the church arena. In England it was an 
act of Parliament to enforce who took communion, who got to preach, who received church 
discipline, and so on. The government controlled the church, because they did not recognize the 
church as separate with a separate jurisdiction of its own. There was an established national 
religion and the practice of it was enforced by law. This was what the founders of America were 
fleeing from. Historically, the government has always been the one to take over the church 
making it a part of the state when this issue comes up. And that’s why the First Amendment was 
written. It was written to guard against any establishment of a national religion and the 
enforcement of its observance by law by the government. That is very different than the concept 
that your beliefs shouldn’t be a factor in what is law or what you do in the public square.   
 The First Amendment says: Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. 
 We must notice the two parts that pertain to this issue, because when we do this it 
becomes clear that this redefinition of today is totally off base. 1) Congress cannot create a law 
that establishes one religion as the national religion. 2) They cannot, by law, keep people from 



exercising their own religious beliefs freely according to their own conscience in how it relates 
to their roles and interactions in society. Those are the confines in which all other judgments and 
opinions from any authority should be based off of when we examine the issue of the separation 
of church and state.  
 Basic civics says that Congress is the legislative branch of the federal government that 
makes laws for the nation. So what this is saying is that Congress cannot make any law that says 
that everyone must be a Reformed Baptist or a Mormon or an atheist and, by law, must follow 
the observance of that particular religion. James Madison said, “Congress should not establish a 
religion, and enforce the legal observation of it by law, nor compel men to worship God in any 
Manner contrary to their conscience.” This is very different than a person or a group of 
authorities ruling according to their beliefs, personal or collective. That is not making a law for 
their religion to be the religion for all people. It is just someone leading according to what they 
believe is right and just. Notice how Madison says that Congress shouldn’t enforce the legal 
observation of a national religion by law. This means regulating by law how and who people 
worship. It has nothing to do with a school teacher verbally praying before class. That is not 
Congress establishing a law for that religion to be the national religion and that is not enforcing 
the observation of it by law. It is just someone expressing their religious beliefs in a public place, 
which the First Amendment says they are free to do.  
 An interesting thought with this is that people are bent out of shape over some Supreme 
Court decisions and think it is violating the separation of church and state when they overrule a 
previous court decision when the Supreme Court doesn’t make law. It is the Congress that does. 
Making law is the context. Congress has a very narrow job in that. So this whole redefinition of 
this issue is clearly not what was meant. Our country was founded on Christian principles from 
people who were mostly Christian, but all of them operated from Christian assumptions, 
especially when it came to their vocation. Men like George Washington said, “Religion and 
morality are the essential pillars of civil society.” Plus the first court justice John Jay said, 
"Providence has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty, as well as the 
privilege and interest of our Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for their rulers.” 
When the majority of the society come from a certain belief system then the society will reflect 
that in structure and function when the government is set up like ours. We are, by and large, 
direct descendants from the Puritans who fled England for religious freedom, free from 
government overreach and dictation in the church realm. But when a society shifts and does so 
gradually, but continually in the opposite direction, then the people who come into power will be 
people who operate from a different belief system and worldview. The danger when it is 
humanism is it comes off as something that is not religious, because it is so called “secular,” but 
it is religious through and through. When this becomes the dominant belief, then the government 
will reflect it, redefinitions of issues like the separation of church and state will happen, and the 
government will then, more and more, reach into the church with pressure and force. This is what 
happens when the government sets up zoning laws where a church cannot give out free meals 
and feed the poor in their location, which is happening right now to two churches in Pottstown. 
The government is trying to make the church a part of its system by imposing unnecessary 
violations. This is what happens when you are told you can’t bring your religious beliefs into 
your public decisions, wherever they may occur. This is the face of humanism functioning with 



their god as the government, which is who has the final say. Every society is governed from a 
belief system. The question is in this issue, is that government establishing a national religion 
(whether right away or progressively) and are they making people follow that in the observation 
and practice of that religion’s worship? Again, there is a difference between that and basing civil 
laws from certain religious convictions of right and wrong. 
 John Witherspoon the only signer of the Declaration of Independence who was a pastor 
said, “Those, therefore, who pay no regard to religion and sobriety in the persons whom they 
send to the legislature of any State are guilty of the greatest absurdity and will soon pay dear for 
their folly.” John Jay again said, “No human society has ever been able to maintain both order 
and freedom, both cohesiveness and liberty apart from the moral precepts of the Christian 
religion… Should our republic ever forget this fundamental precept of governance this great 
experiment will then be surely doomed.” Was this a violation of the separation of church and 
state? No. It was people who believed that the government should be run based off of certain 
principles by certain people for the good of all the people. That is different than establishing, by 
law, a national religion that everyone has to be a worshiper of and partaker in. That was the issue 
in England that our founders fled from. So no one can keep their moral beliefs out of their way of 
life in whatever realm it may be, in their vocation being the major issue here. As a mail carrier, 
praying for the people that you deliver to and doing it with them in person would, to many today, 
be a violation of this issue, but how is that Congress establishing a national religion and 
establishing a law to observe in how that religion worships and functions? This thinking and 
redefinition needs to be challenged.  
 But also this should give us a view into the state of our nation, because it is more and 
more anti-Christian. It is like that in a major way, because Christians are not in those positions of 
authority. Secular humanists are. At least the majority are. They will govern the way they know 
how, according to their heart. That’s why we need to pray for these authority figures, whoever 
they are. There is a stark contrast to what was said early on in our nation and what is said now. 
Many of the early authority figures were Christians who had had their hearts changed by God, 
which affected how they governed. They were a minister of God who were put there by God for 
the common good of the people and they knew that. They were called by God to minister to the 
nation in that capacity according to God’s truth. And this gets us into the text itself. What do we 
see?  
 First of all this applies to existing authorities. And not just the one who is at the top, but 
all those who are in high positions, positions within the authoritative government in any given 
society in however that government is structured. So for us today this applies to city councils, 
state reps, sheriffs, and other local authorities on up to the president, throughout our government 
that has divided power for a reason and that has the Constitution as the highest authority of our 
collective nation for a reason.  
 Then, at this point in the text these people are unbelievers, which God can cause them to 
govern justly when He chooses to as unbelievers, but it isn’t good enough to just get anyone in 
that position. The greater need is for that person to be saved already or to come to salvation while 
they are in that position. And the change is what this highlights, which will drive further to the 
point. Notice it. The need is for a new heart and a new life to walk in. When that happens then 
they will start living differently and this will affect their vocation. Notice the great confidence of 



Paul, but more so notice the inspiration of the Holy Spirit where it is clear that there will be an 
active change. These people in high positions will do their jobs differently. They will govern in a 
way that is pleasing to God, which is governing according to His law. The result of that change 
will change the way of life for the Christians who are in that society. Saving faith and a 
knowledge of the truth will change how they do things. Because of that there will not be heavy 
persecution and pressure on Christians. Instead they will be free to exercise their religion 
according to their conscience. They will be able to lead peaceful and quiet lives, godly and 
dignified in every way. What this means as well is that non-Christians should not be persecuted 
then and forced to worship God. The need is a re-created heart, which doesn’t happen by human 
coercion, force or by observance of any law, but by the power of the Spirit through the gospel 
when the gospel is served up to sinners. This also doesn’t mean that there won’t be any 
opposition against Christians, but they will be protected by those who govern with a new heart. 
No persecution to anyone should happen on any side, especially when it is coming from 
Christian governance.  
 All of this culminates in what we need to see that this change of life and how they govern 
is not hidden, but noticeable to all. Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount says, “You are the light of 
the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.” This pertains to all the Christian life that should be apparent, not in perfection, but in 
intentionality and genuineness. It is vital when it comes to life within in a collective society 
where you want the best for your neighbors. And the Christian knows what’s best, because they 
know the need for Christ that everyone has and they know that for themselves in coming to life 
by the grace of God alone. So what they do in society, especially in government, will be driven 
by that world and life view.  
 So here’s the reality we need to see when we think of this redefinition of the separation of 
church and state that is being propagated today and bought into by many. Salvation will lead to 
public influence, even in high positions of government. Your beliefs will be present in what you 
do in life. And here, again, it is in the context of someone who has a state position. Does this 
mean that a national religion will be established and all people will have to observe the practice 
of that worship through law? No. So if this person is on the Supreme Court and they come to 
Christ they will change in their way of judging law. If the person is a member of Congress they 
will approach every creation of law in accordance with what would honor God. This is not a, 
“well, I’m personally opposed to that, but I keep my beliefs out of politics” mentality like so 
many advocate for today in honor of this redefinition of the separation of church and state. If you 
are truly in Christ you will either not buy into that fallacy or if you have for a time you will 
repent of it and do what is right in the eyes of God. That neutrality virtue signaling does not 
honor God, but is in favor of this humanistic anti-Christian redefinition.   
 Looking at this closer this “to be saved” is passive and this “come to the knowledge of 
the truth” is active. This reiterates two things that we’ve been talking about. One, that salvation is 
not dependent upon our action at all. And two, that once we have the life of Christ within us then 
we actively pursue righteousness. So God ordains the time when a sinner comes to be saved if 
He has set them apart in Christ. The Holy Spirit comes to bring them to life by His power 



through the gospel and their life is forever changed. When this life begins then that sinner who 
was once spiritually dead is now spiritually alive. This new heart wants to know the God that 
saved them and wants to live a life that glorifies Him in and through all of the life that He has 
given them. How that happens is through the knowledge of His truth. So they actively, 
progressively know the truth, which is not just a head knowledge, but a heart and will knowledge 
as well. It affects how life is lived. And this governmental area of life is important to God in His 
plan for mankind, even though there has been so many types of governments throughout history. 
The government is to be a tangible manifestation of God’s law in all its uses, which should open 
up and center on the gospel from both sides. So the point of this change of life and change in the 
way of governing stays the same. And this principle applies to all vocations where when 
someone comes to Christ truly for salvation then how they live out their life, especially here with 
vocation, it will be different and it will increase in being in accordance with what honors God 
and what is truly good for people in a common way and in a way to prays and witnesses for 
salvation to come, which again should open up for the gospel.  
 This is what our society needs. Societies change for the good according to God not by 
coercion, force or law, but by regeneration, the new life that the Holy Spirit brings through the 
proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. All else is living on sinking sand. And the gospel is 
effectively brought to bear upon the lives of sinners when it is addressed within the context of 
life and all its issues. This must include understanding when the law is a teacher that leads to and 
opens up for the gospel. Out of that new life comes obedience to God and we see a crucial 
example of this here for the good of society. So don’t buy into the garbage that your beliefs must 
be kept to yourself. And don’t give in to the growing motto of today, “well, I’m personally 
opposed to that, but I keep my beliefs out of stuff like politics.” We proclaim Jesus as Lord over 
all and we live under His Lordship that reaches into all of life. His truth must be brought to bear 
upon all the issues we face today in all spheres of life, so that through the law of God the door 
can be opened, the way it’s supposed to, to the gospel, to the words about eternal life in the once-
for-all sinless sacrifice of Christ alone. Be bold in your position in all spheres of life wherever 
God has placed you as a lamp that is not to be hidden. 


