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Introduction: Verses 1-2 introduce this chapter as advice from a mother to her son, from a Queen to her 
Prince who would be King. The name Lemuel means “belongs to God” and it likely a term of endearment 
for Solomon by his mother, Bathsheba. She begins by asking what she should say in order to advise him in 
how to walk and rule righteously and she answers herself by giving him 4 warnings. 

 

I. Women – vs. 3a 
A. Strength – effort, power, wealth 
B. Immorality – Prov. 5:9-11; 6:26-29; 1 Kings 11:1-13; Luke 15:30; Matt. 5:27-30; 2 Tim. 2:22 

II. War – vs. 3b 
A. Intemperance – destructive decisions – Deut. 8:20; Hosea 4:6 
B. Violence – Psa. 140:1-3; Prov. 16:29 

III. Wine – vs. 4-7 
A. Drunkenness – Eph. 5:18; Prov. 20:1; Titus 2:2, 6; Eccl. 10:16-17; Prov. 23:26-35 

1. Forget the Law – Deut. 17:17-20 
2. Pervert Justice – 1 Sam. 8:1-3 

B. The Dying and Depressed 
1. Medicate to comfort the dying – palliative care – Mark 15:23 
2. Cheer the Bitter of Heart – Psa. 104:14-15 

C. Women, War, and Wine – 1 Tim. 3:3; Titus 1:7; Rom. 13:13 
IV. Wisdom – vs. 8-9 – 1 Kings 3:5-14 

A. Speak Up 
1. For those who cannot speak for themselves 
2. For those afflicted, “the children of change who are passing away” 

B. Judge Righteously – defend the rights of the poor and needy 
C. Impartial Justice – 1 Cor. 2:15; 5:9-13; 6:1-13 

Conclusion – The Bible tells us how men should live. These warnings must be taken to heart. See 1 Peter 
4:1-5 and Titus 2:11-13 for application and edification. 

 

Cross References 

Proverbs 5:9-11 

9 Lest you give your honor to others, And your years to the cruel one; 10 Lest aliens be filled with your 
wealth, And your labors go to the house of a foreigner; 11 And you mourn at last, When your flesh and 
your body are consumed, 

Proverbs 6:26-29 

26 For by means of a harlot A man is reduced to a crust of bread; And an adulteress will prey upon his 
precious life. 27 Can a man take fire to his bosom, And his clothes not be burned? 28 Can one walk on hot 
coals, And his feet not be seared? 29 So is he who goes in to his neighbor’s wife; Whoever touches her 
shall not be innocent. 



1 Kings 11:1-13 

11 But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the 
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites— 2 from the nations of whom the Lord had said 
to the children of Israel, “You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn 
away your hearts after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. 3 And he had seven hundred wives, 
princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. 4 For it was so, when 
Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the Lord 
his God, as was the heart of his father David. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the 
Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 Solomon did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as did his father David. 7 Then Solomon built a high place for 
Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the hill that is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination 
of the people of Ammon. 8 And he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and 
sacrificed to their gods. 9 So the Lord became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the 
Lord God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, 10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, 
that he should not go after other gods; but he did not keep what the Lord had commanded. 11 Therefore 
the Lord said to Solomon, “Because you have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, 
which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant. 
12 Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father David; I will tear it out of the hand 
of your son. 13 However I will not tear away the whole kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son for the 
sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen.” 

Luke 15:30 

30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the 
fatted calf for him.’ 

Matthew 5:27-30 

27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you 
that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If 
your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one 
of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes 
you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, 
than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 

2 Timothy 2:22 

22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart. 

Deuteronomy 8:20 

20 As the nations which the Lord destroys before you, so you shall perish, because you would not be 
obedient to the voice of the Lord your God. 

Hosea 4:6 

6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject 
you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your 
children. 

 



Psalm 140:1-3 

140 Deliver me, O Lord, from evil men; Preserve me from violent men, 2 Who plan evil things in their 
hearts; They continually gather together for war. 3 They sharpen their tongues like a serpent; The poison 
of asps is under their lips.  

Proverbs 16:29 

29 A violent man entices his neighbor, And leads him in a way that is not good. 

Ephesians 5:18 

18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 

Proverbs 20:1 

20 Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise. 

Titus 2:2 

2 that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; 

Titus 2:6 

6 Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, 

Ecclesiastes 10:16-17 

16 Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child, And your princes feast in the morning! 17 Blessed are 
you, O land, when your king is the son of nobles, And your princes feast at the proper time—For strength 
and not for drunkenness! 

Proverbs 23:26-35 

26 My son, give me your heart, And let your eyes observe my ways. 27 For a harlot is a deep pit, And a 
seductress is a narrow well. 28 She also lies in wait as for a victim, And increases the unfaithful among 
men. 29 Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has complaints? Who has wounds 
without cause? Who has redness of eyes? 30 Those who linger long at the wine, Those who go in search of 
mixed wine. 31 Do not look on the wine when it is red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it swirls 
around smoothly; 32 At the last it bites like a serpent, And stings like a viper. 33 Your eyes will see strange 
things, And your heart will utter perverse things. 34 Yes, you will be like one who lies down in the midst 
of the sea, Or like one who lies at the top of the mast, saying: 35 “They have struck me, but I was not hurt; 
They have beaten me, but I did not feel it. When shall I awake, that I may seek another drink?” 

Deuteronomy 17:17-20 

17 Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver 
and gold for himself. 18 “Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for 
himself a copy of this law in a book, from the one before the priests, the Levites. 19 And it shall be with 
him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God and be careful 
to observe all the words of this law and these statutes, 20 that his heart may not be lifted above his 
brethren, that he may not turn aside from the commandment to the right hand or to the left, and that he 
may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his children in the midst of Israel. 

1 Samuel 8:1-3 



8 Now it came to pass when Samuel was old that he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his 
firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 3 But his sons did 
not walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice. 

Mark 15:23 

23 Then they gave Him wine mingled with myrrh to drink, but He did not take it. 

Psalm 104:14-15 

14 He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, And vegetation for the service of man, That he may bring 
forth food from the earth, 15 And wine that makes glad the heart of man, Oil to make his face shine, And 
bread which strengthens man’s heart. 

1 Timothy 3:3 

3 not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; 

1 Timothy 3:3 

3 not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; 

Romans 13:13 

13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in 
strife and envy. 

1 Kings 3:5-14 

5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall I give 
you?”6 And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my father, because he 
walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with You; You have continued 
this great kindness for him, and You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7 Now, O 
Lord my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father David, but I am a little child; I do 
not know how to go out or come in. 8 And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have 
chosen, a great people, too numerous to be numbered or counted. 9 Therefore give to Your servant an 
understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to 
judge this great people of Yours?” 10 The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. 11 
Then God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for yourself, nor 
have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern justice, 12 behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have given you a 
wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like 
you arise after you. 13 And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that 
there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days. 14 So if you walk in My ways, to keep 
My statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

1 Corinthians 2:15 

15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 

1 Corinthians 5:9-13 

9 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people. 10 Yet I certainly did 
not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or 
idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I have written to you not to keep 



company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, 
or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a person. 12 For what have I to do with 
judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? 13 But those who are outside 
God judges. Therefore “put away from yourselves the evil person.” 

1 Corinthians 6:1-13 

6 Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unrighteous, and not before the 
saints? 2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you, are 
you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much 
more, things that pertain to this life? 4 If then you have judgments concerning things pertaining to this life, 
do you appoint those who are least esteemed by the church to judge? 5 I say this to your shame. Is it so, 
that there is not a wise man among you, not even one, who will be able to judge between his brethren? 6 
But brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers! 7 Now therefore, it is already an utter 
failure for you that you go to law against one another. Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you 
not rather let yourselves be cheated? 8 No, you yourselves do wrong and cheat, and you do these things to 
your brethren! 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 
And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not 
helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 13 Foods for the 
stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for sexual 
immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 

1 Peter 4:1-5 

4 Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who 
has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh 
for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the 
will of the Gentiles—when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and 
abominable idolatries. 4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same 
flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. 5 They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the 
living and the dead. 

Titus 2:11-13 

11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 
looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 
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