Mark 7:1-23 — Exposing HypocritesBEH&#
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Brothers and Sisters in the Lord:

A Roman Catholic will likely to be angrier with you if you violate LentJU£] 5 than if you violate the
SabbathZz B H.

A Roman Catholic bishop will likely be angrier with a priest if he married than if he committed abuse
of children. We know this based on the serious punishment for the marrying and the lesser punishment
given for abuse.

A Pentecostal B BLYR{E$E will likely be angrier with you if you drink alcohol than if you misuse God’s
name.

An evangelical{5 257k [ Christian will likely be angrier with you if you refused to say “Merry
Christmas” than if you take the 10 laws ifout of schools.

A Reformed 03 52 i Christian will likely be angrier with you if you don’t quickly read the Bible at
each dinner than if you carefully studied the Bible later!

All of the first cases are examples of hypocrisyfR B 1} 3% — where tradition is love more than truth. But
hypocrisy in the church is not new. And one of the ways you see this is when the Jewish#i K Z( ) leaders,

the Pharisees:#3% A in particular, substituted God’s law with their made up traditions. You will hear
about this today.

Our headings are:
Jesus excoriated % ™ )55 3% by the Pharisees

Jesus exposed the Pharisees’ hypocrisy
Jesus explained the Pharisees’ hypocrisy

Our goals are: That you will work to make sure that your hearts are clean and humblejjf % i before
God and fit for service, rather than to become preoccupied with fake worship.

Jesus Excoriated by the Pharisees

1 Then the Pharisees and some of the scribes3 * came together to Him, having
come from Jerusalem. 2 Now when they saw some of His disciples eat bread
with defiled, that is, with unwashed hands, they found fault. 3 For the
Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands in a
special way, holding_the tradition of the elders. 4 When they come from the
marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other things
which they have received and hold, like the washing of cups, pitchers, copper
vessels, and couches. 5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, "Why do
Your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat
bread with unwashed hands?"
1. After the Feast i #} in Jerusalem (that many skipped to listen to Jesus), the Pharisee looked for a

way to attack Jesus.

Surely the priests in Jerusalem lost much money and gifts that the worshippers would have taken

to Jerusalem if they had gone to celebrate instead of going to listen to Jesus.

2. The Pharisees got an opening to attack Jesus when his disciples did not wash their hands before
they ate, contrary to Jewish tradition.
Washing hands is good policy. You teach your children to do this. But the Pharisees were not
demanding handwashing for cleanliness. They were demanding handwashing for tradition. The

problem was that this washing (tradition) was not prescribed# i 5& by God (it was not a law).

As a side note, this type of washing was developed in history because the Jews wanted to put a
hedge around God’s law. A “hedge” was an extra level of protection used for fear of



breaking the law. For example: The Jews refused to use the name of God (the hedge) because
they thought that this would prevent them from misusing God’s name.

3. So how was this tradition of washing hands, which the Pharisees made into law, observed % 51?
If a Jews came from the market, he would have to wash his hands in case he touched a
Gentile#PFS A\ or any ceremonially ¥[{ Funclean thing. He or someone would pour water
from his wrist down.

The Pharisees had other traditions like washing of cups, pitchers, copper vessels, and
couches (not “tables” as OKJV).
And while there was nothing wrong with these traditions, treating these traditions as laws was

wrong.
The word for washing is “baptizo” or baptizing)ﬁ’ﬂﬁ‘}ﬁ. We can conclude that this was not a literal

washing as no one would normally immerse& his bed in water—especially in a country where
water was scarce. Baptism is done by sprinkling or pouring.

4. So the Jews excoriated Jesus’ disciples for not keeping their traditions that they had made into
laws.
With all the things in the world that were happening (lusts for money in a materialistic
society — Jerusalem was a center of commerce, with the worship of the idols {f {5 of Rome,
etc.), the Pharisees were concerned about breaking a meaningless tradition. They ignored the

laws of Moses and exaltedf4 ) their own traditions. Jesus warned against this kind of danger

earlier in his ministryZf T.. The Pharisees did not have true righteousness .
Matthew 5:20 "For | say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the
kingdom of heaven.

5. Lessons:
a. Learn to draw the distinction between what is a tradition, even a nice tradition, and what
is God’s law you must obey! If you are not sure, ask.

b. Don’t imposejififill traditions, even if they are nice traditions, on others. Don’t criticize
those who reject your traditions, but graciously correct those who reject God’s law.

Jesus Exposed the Pharisees’ Hypocrisy

6 He answered and said to them, "Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as
it is written: ‘This people

honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 7 And in vain they
worship Me, Teaching_as

doctrines# X the commandments of men.’ 8 "For laying aside the

commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men — the washing of

pitchers and cups, and many other such things you do." 9 He said to them, "All

too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition.
1. The Lord Jesus exposed the hypocrisy of the Pharisees in 2 ways:

a. The self-righteous g P14 ¥, hypocritical, Pharisee did not have the right heart to serve
God, as Isaiah taught. God always required that a sincere heart accompanied his worship.

b. The self-righteous Pharisees pretended that the traditions were equal to or above the
original laws of God.

This is what happens when the heart is not right with God. An example of this: The Roman
Catholic Church has put church tradition above the authority of the Word of God.

10 "For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘He who curses



father or mother, let him be put to death.” 11 "But you say, ‘If a man says to his
father or mother, "Whatever profit you might have received from me is Corban"
— ‘(that is, a gift to God), 12 "then you no longer let him do anything for his
father or his mother, 13 "making_the word of God of no effect through your
tradition which you have handed down. And many such things you do."
2. Jesus then gave an illustration (as good teachers often do) of how the Pharisees substituted God’s
law with traditions.
Consider the illustration: Moses, in the law, commanded children to honor their parents upon pain
of death, but the Pharisees developed the tradition that said it was better to give to the temple
than to their parents. (The “gift” to God was better than the gift to their parents.) So children
were taught that it was better to allow their parents to starve#ig% or to beg as long as they (the
children) were giving to the priests and the temple. But love for your heavenly Father never
requires hate for your earthly father.

3. In substituting tradition for law, the Pharisees nullified{§ L% )% |l God’s Word, denying the
purpose of the Word of God.
The Pharisees’ hearts were filthyy5#61). . .filled with hypocrisy.

4. Lessons:

worship. You have to examine God’s Word to make sure that the church is worshipping
consistently with the directions of God’s Word. “Giving your best” is not the standard for
determining how to worship. You have to be able to say: “Thus says the Lord.”

support missionary work. If you truly love God you will care for your parents...not ignore them.

d. Reject bad traditions — traditions that are sinful. Don’t “dedicate” your babies for
instance; baptize them!

Jesus Explained the Pharisees’ Hypocrisy
14 When He had called all the multitude to Himself, He said to them, "Hear Me,
everyone, and understand: 15 "There is nothing_that enters a man from
outside which can defile;5#1555 him; but the things which come out of him,
those are the things that defile a man. 16 "If anyone has ears to hear, let him
hear!" 17 When He had entered a house away from the crowd, His disciples
asked Him concerning the parablettm. 18 So He said to them, "Are you thus
without understanding also? Do you not perceive that whatever enters a man
from outside cannot defile him, 19 "because it does not enter his heart but his
stomach, and is eliminated, thus purifying all foods?" 20 And He said, "What
comes out of a man, that defiles a man.

—hedges around the law- were hurtful.

How so?

Traditions used in serving and worshipping God were only exterior#P7E|]. So if a man eats
food with ceremonially unwashed hands there was no lasting impact. Man’s body gets rid of
things it doesn’t want and life goes on. He is neither good nor bad if he eats with unwashed hands.
His worship is not better or worse. Even in the Old Testament when men became unclean for
touching certain ceremonially unclean things like dead bodies, that was simply to teach the need

for spiritually purity#{ij#%. The main point was that they were not to live unclean lives.
Obedience to the law — serving and worshipping God, has to come from the heart. So what
comes out from the soul reflects what was in the heart — good or bad.




So external traditions could never be a_substitute for God’s laws. To try to use traditions this
was harmful, sinful!

21 "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries#F
52, fornications#4, murders, 22 "thefts, covetousness# 2, wickedness, deceit,
lewdnessiEs%, an evil eye, blasphemyiE#, pride, foolishness. 23 "All these evil
things come from within and defile a man."

2. Then Jesus gave examples of what was coming from the Jewish leaders’ hearts— the hypocrites’
hearts- showing their lack of desire to truly serve and worship him from the heart: Evil

lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, and foolishness.

Covetousness is in the plural&F %{, so it refers to all kinds of improper desires.

3. Lessons:
a. Just as Jesus rebuked those who were his enemies and taught those who were his children,
so should you. Being politically correctjf IEff§ might make people love you in Canada, but if
you refuse to confront sin in people’s lives you are wrong. Yes, it is nice to have many friends and
have them say nice things about you, but what kind of a friend are you if you let them die and go
to hell, thinking that everything is good with their souls? Or what kind of a friend would you be in
you left your Christian friends in a state of shallow Christianity? So lovingly rebuke and
encourage with love.

b. Traditions, without the sincere heart for worshipping God, is a sure recipe for judgment.
God hates fakers{E{BR & !

¢. You must regularly examine your heart to make sure you love God’s law and desire to
worship him as he commands.

Conclusion:

The self-righteous Jews excoriated Jesus because his disciples were not following
their made-up tradition of washing their hands before they ate so they_could be
ceremonially clean. Jesus exposed the hypocrisy of their accusations 7 ¥, for they
were only concerned about the non-essential traditions but cared little for the
faithful obedience to the law. Their hearts were corrupt, but they wanted to look good.
Jesus then explained to his children the how the Pharisees were hypocrites and
thereby encouraging them to keep the law and worship him from their hearts!

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ:
1. Examine your life regularly to make sure that traditions don’t take the place of
faithful obedience to the law.

2. Even if you obey God’s law, you must search out your heart to make sure that you
do things with the right motivezjj{], — to please your Savior.

3. If you want to have the right motive for what you do, you need to regularly reflect
on what Christ has done for you. Look to the cross and see the suffering of the Savior.
You will “roll back the curtains of memory now and then; and see where he brought you
from and where you could have been.” Only this will humble you!



Finally, while you should obey the Lord with a clean heart, you don’t have a clean heart.
Your heart needs to be spiritually washed in the blood of Jesus, the one who died in the
place of sinners. Why not ask God to wash you clean with the blood of Jesus as you are
not able to please him with even your good traditions?



