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Lesson Eight: Authority Part I – The Pope 

and Bishops 

The Catholic Church, indeed all of the Church struggled 

under constant persecution from the late in the first 

century at the hands of the Roman government. 

Diocletian reigned from 245 to 312 AD. He had 

administered a bloody and relentless persecution of 

Christians throughout the empire. His reign turn out to 

be the last [Roman] to persecute Christians as official 

public policy. Toward the end of his reign a power 

struggle ensued over who would succeed him as sole 

ruler of the Roman Empire. East and West were divided 

over the successor. The West Favored Maxentius while 

the East favored Constantine I. A war followed between the two sides and a very special event is 

reported to have happened on October 28th 312 AD. As the day dawned it is said that Constantine looked 

up at the noonday sun and had a vision of a cross in the sky. He said he heard a voice that said in this 

sign go forth and conquer. The troops were told to paint crosses on their shields and to forth and 

conquer in the sign of the cross. That happened at the Milvian Bridge over the Tiber River just outside of 

Rome. Constantine won a decisive victory and in 313 He declared Christianity the official religion of the 

Roman Empire. By 325 AD the Bishop of Rome was living very lavishly at the provision of Constantine.  

The Bishop at the time was Silvester. While he was enjoying his new privilege three new basilicas were 

under construction in Rome, one each for Peter, Paul and the Bishop of Rome. While St Peter’s is the 

center of Papal ceremonies yet St John Lateran is the most ornate. It was built with seven golden altars, 

a canopy of solid silver to cover the main altar and fifty chandeliers to light it. St Peter’s was rebuilt 

following Michelangelo’s design in the 16th century. It stands 40 stories high and holds 50,000 

worshippers.  

Today Vatican City is the location of the “Holy See”. It is an independent state within the city of Rome. It 

is the size of a large university campus. It has its own government, Flag, postal system, coins, radio 

station, and diplomatic corps. It is the home of the Pope and the administrative group called the Curia. 

Today 1.2 Billion people claim Catholicism. I won’t go on to cite references on all of this because 5 

minutes on google can give you more to research that you can imagine.  

Once again for newcomers: we are letting the Catholic Church speak for itself. Sources of Catholic 

Doctrine. 

• Catechism of the Catholic Church- Edited by Joseph Ratzinger [Also known as Pope Benedict XVI  

(1994)]  

Two books helpful in this study are: 

• Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma – Ludwig Ott1 

• The Gospel According to Rome - 2 

                                                           
1
 Ott, Ludwig. Fundamentals of catholic dogma. S.l: Tan Books & Pub, 1992. 

2
 McCarthy, James G. The Gospel according to Rome. Eugene, Or: Harvest House, 1995. 
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We are looking at four major sections regarding Catholicism: Salvation The Mass, 

Mary, Authority 

We have finally arrived to Authority 

The Pope and Bishops [551-553, 857-896, 1555-1561] 

The Church has tremendous hierarchy that is very similar to an army. At the top 

are the Bishops. They are declared to be, “The Successors of the Apostles”  

“The bishops have by divine institution taken the place of the apostles as 

pastors of the Church, in such wise that whoever listens to them is 

listening to Christ and whoever despises them despises Christ and him 

who Christ sent.” – Vatican II- Dogmatic Constitution of the Church No. 20 

The Church teaches that the Bishops have inherited from the Apostles three 

particular powers. 

• Teaching power [77, 888-892] – The bishops have the authority “to teach 

all peoples. They alone have the right to interpret and teach revelation 

[Bible] with authority.  

• Sacerdotal or sanctifying power [893] – The church teaches that bishops 

have the power “to sanctify men in truth and to give them spiritual 

nourishment.” Only Bishops have the authority to ordain priests and other 

bishops [1559, 1575-1576]. They have the power to impart grace [or 

withhold it] through sacraments [1369]. 

• Ruling power or Pastoral power [883, 894-896] – This ruling power is 

legislative, judicial and punitive. They idea of pastoral work is not comfort, 

care and compassion it is legislative – they make rules; is it judicial, they 

adjudicate or decide whether people are keeping the rules; it is punitive, 

they mete out punishment. That punishment has been everything from 

excommunication to execution and untold torture in between.  

The Church teaches that the Bishop of Rome is the head of the Church’s bishops 

and the entire church body. He is the Pope (father) and the supreme teacher 

and shepherd of the church. [882, 937]. The Pope authority has roots in a 

doctrine called primacy from the Latin word meaning first [881].  
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“We teach and declare that, according to the gospel evidence, a primary 

jurisdiction over the whole church of God was immediately and directly 

promised to the blessed apostle Peter and conferred on him by Christ the 

Lord.” – Vatican I First Dogmatic Constitution of the Church chapter 1.  

The church teaches that after Pentecost Peter moved to Rome to become its 

first Bishop and to rule the universal Church. Whoever followed him as Rome 

Bishop would be Pope. He has many titles: Vicar of Christ, Successor of St Peter, 

Prince of Apostles, Supreme Pontiff, Patriarch of the West, Primate of Italy, 

Archbishop of Metropolitan Roman Province and Sovereign (king) of the state of 

Vatican City.  

From among the Bishops there are 148 chosen to be cardinals. They are his 

closest advisers – upon death they elect the next Pope. After the Pope and 

Bishops come the priests [1562-1568]. They administer sacraments in Parishes 

Chief duty is the Mass and to hear confessions and forgive sins. Their assistants 

are the deacons. They can help with baptisms and marriages but cannot hear 

confessions for perform the mass. There are limitless organizations and orders of 

unordained men and women (brothers and sisters-nuns) that serve the church in 

many ways.  

A Biblical response 

The authority of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy rests on three claims: 

• Christ made Peter the head of the apostles and the Universal Church 

• The apostles appointed the bishops as their successors 

• The Pope, the Bishop of Rome, Is Peter’s successor 

None of those teachings have Biblical foundation 

PETER WAS NOT THE HEAD OF THE APOSTLES AND THE CHURCH. 

Though the church gives lip service to Christ being the actual head of the 

church (Col 1.17-18) they declare the Pope to be the visible head. [669, 882, 

936].  

The Roman pontiff is the successor of blessed Peter, the prince of the 

apostles, true Vicar of Christ, head of the whole church, father and teacher 
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of all Christian people. To him, him in blessed Peter, full of power has 

been given by our Lord Jesus Christ to tend, rule and govern the universal 

church” - Vatican I First Dogmatic Constitution of the Church chapter 3.  

There are 4 passages that the church uses to make these claims.  

Upon this rock 

 Mt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 

My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

1. The issue of word meaning - The words chosen in Greek are petros for 

Peter and petra  for the foundation of the Church. The word petros is 

interpreted as everything from pebble to dislodged boulder. It is most 

often seen as a stone that can be moved or even thrown by a man. The 

word petra is interpreted as a mass of rock or bedrock. Jesus said to Peter 

you are something from a pebble to a boulder but I will build my church 

on bedrock.  

2. The issue of context of the passage - The greatest weakness of Roman 

Catholic Bible teaching is that they nearly always ignore the context. The 

context of the passage in Mt 16.13-20 is not about Peter it is about Christ 

(look up).  Mt 16:17  

3. The issue of cultural context - In addition to immediate context the Old 

Testament gives many examples or the word rock being used symbolically 

but never of a man. (1 Sa 2:2;  Ps 18:31; Is 44:8) 

4. The issue of New Testament usage – the New Testament confirms that 

Jesus was the rock not Peter. [We might add that Peter had many 

vacillating moments after Jesus made his pronouncement – called Satan 

for demanding Jesus stop talking about his crucifixion; total 

misunderstanding at the foot washing ceremony; 3 denials; reverting to 

the fishing business after resurrection.] But look at this.  

a.  1 Pe 2:6-8  [Also Rom 9.33] 

b. 1 Co 10:4  

c. 1 Co 3:11  

d. Eph 2:20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone,  

There is no evidence that Peter was the foundation. 
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The keys to the Kingdom  

Mt 16:19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 

you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 

be loosed in heaven.”  

The RCC claims that the keys represent supreme authority over all apostles being 

granted to Peter [552-553, 1444-1145]. Keys may represent authority but most 

often they communicate the idea of opening or closing and unlocking or 

locking something. It is obvious that Peter was the spokesman on Pentecost to 

the all Jewish crowd – he opened the door to Jews (Acts 2.14-36). He along with 

Philip and John opened the door to the Samaritans (Acts 8.4-25). The Peter with 

some brethren from Joppa opened the door to the gentiles (Acts 9.32-10.48). 

The binding and losing of sins had to door with discipline in the body of Christ as 

Mt 18.18 goes on to explain. 

Shepherd My Sheep  

Jn 21:16 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love 

Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, 

“Tend (Shepherd) My sheep.” 

According to the RCC John declared that Peter was the Supreme Pastor of the 

Universal Church.  

“…authority in Society. Since this authority is given only to Peter, the Peter 

holds the true primacy through which he performs the offices of the 

supreme pastor of Christ’s Church.” 3  

Without going too deep into this broad application of the word “shepherd” let me 

just mention that this is a shared responsibility.  

• 1 Pe 5:1-4  2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as 

overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but 

eagerly;   3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being 

examples to the flock…  

                                                           
3 A. Tanquerery, A Manual of Dogmatic Theology (New York: Desclee Company, 1959), vol. 1, p. 120 
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To Shepherd means to lead, guide, feed, protect, oversee and in general care 

for the flock. You certainly don’t get the idea of being an all-powerful edict 

announcing lord.  

Peter Led the Apostles 

The RCC claims that he was prominent, was first in all list of names, was always 

the spokesman, was first to see the resurrected Lord, wrote two New Testament 

books, was supreme leader at the first church council, was first to preach to 

Jews and Gentiles. Therefore he was the leader and they had to submit to him.  

• Peter did play a major role.  

• Peter is listed first – Yet when Paul mentioned that he visited with the 

Pillars of the church including Peter – they added nothing to him.   

• He may have seemed like the spokesman. Yet his nature was 

impetuousness. He often spoke out first and put his foot in his mouth.  

• Jesus did not appear first to Peter after the Resurrection. He appeared 

first to Women [Mark 16.9-11].  

• He wrote two New Testament books. But if that is the qualifier then Paul 

should be the leader – he wrote 13.  

• Was Peter in charge at the Jerusalem Council? No that honor fell to James 

the Lord’s brother and not even an apostle.  

Summing it up: Peter was a great leader in the history of the church. He 

was part of the inner circle along with James and John. He did speak out 

as was his nature. He was a great apostle and lay down along with the 

others the foundational teaching with Jesus being the chief cornerstone. 

But he was not granted… primacy!  

We have two more major claims to authority for the RCC but we are out of 

time. Next time we will see that: 

 

THE BISHOPS ARE NOT THE APOSTLES SUCCESSORS 

The RCC points to 4 issues they say prove apostolic succession 

• Indefectibility [not apt to defect or failure] of the Church - Mt 16:18 And 

I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it 
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• The End of the Age – Matt 28.20…and lo, I am with you always, even to 

the end of the age.” Amen.  

• Entrust to Faithful Men - 2 Ti 2:2 And the things that you have heard 

from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be 

able to teach others also. The RCC claims this passing of the baton to 

Timothy set the precedent to pass on the baton to others i.e, make them 

bishops and pass on the power. – This is obviously an extension of 

meaning that is not there. Paul was getting ready to be beheaded. He was 

telling Timothy to pass on the teaching – not pass on some authority or 

position.  

• Timothy and Titus – The RCC teaches that Paul established Timothy (2 

Tim 4.2-5) as Bishop of Ephesus. They teach that he established Titus 

(Titus 2.1) as Bishop of Crete [1590].  

• THE POPE IS NOT PETER’S SUCCESSOR  

There is no passage of reference because the Bible is totally silent on the issue 

of the Pope.  

There is not a whisper that Peter was ever in Rome.  

Paul wrote four prison epistles from Rome [Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians 

and Philemon] as well as writing an entire epistle to the Romans. He never 

mentioned a word about or to Peter even though he greeted 26 other people by 

name at Rome.  

Theirs is a history of contradiction. 

Why do so many submit to the Pope and the RCC? Without Biblical support and 

without historical verifications of their claims why do so many submit? 

• They assume the Bible supports their teaching 

• Tradition – pomp and circumstance  

• Fear – they are taught to question the authority is to sin gravely. 

• Size and antiquity  - how could so many be so wrong for so long 

Let me finish reading you something about the titles used in the RCC to refer to 

their hierarchy.  


