
Revelation – Book To The Churches 

Chapter 3 

(June 29. 2017) 

 
To Sardis:  (Spiritually Dead Church)  (Parenthesis added) 

Revelation 3:1-6  (Greeting)  And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; (Descriptive title) 
These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; (Insight) I know 
thy works, (Credit) that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.  2 Be watchful, and 
strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: (Criticism) for I have not found thy 
works perfect before God.  (Warning & instruction) 3 Remember therefore how thou hast 
received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on 
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.  (Final exhortation) 
4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall 
walk with me in white: for they are worthy.  (Promise & assurance) 5 He that overcometh, the 
same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, 
but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.  6 He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

 Seven Spirits of the Lord:   Isaiah 11:2   And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon 

him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 

 Living, but dead:  1 Timothy 5:6, Ephesians 2:1, Luke 15:24, Like 15:32 

 Be watchful:  Matthew 24-25 – 5 times in 29 verses warned to watch & pray 

 Worthy:  2 Thessalonians -1:3-5 (complete chapter) – worthy in service  

 White raiment:  Revelation 19:8 – fine linen of saints 

 Blot out:  Luke 10:20 – names are written in heaven 

 

To Philadelphia:  (Brotherly love)  (Parenthesis added)  (No criticism) 

Revelation 3:7-13  (Greeting)  And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; (Descriptive 
title) These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that 
openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;  (Insight) 8 I know thy 
works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: (Credit) for thou 
hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.  9 Behold, I will 
make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, 
I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.  
(Final Exhortation) 10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee 
from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon 
the earth.  (Instruction) 11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man 
take thy crown.  (Promise & assurance) 12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the 
temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, 
and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of 
heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.  13 He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.  



 He that opens and shuts:   John 10:7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, 

I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.  John 10:9 I am the door: by me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 

 Open door:  1 Corinthians 16:9, 2 Corinthians 2:12, Colossians 4:3-6 – opportunity 

 Jews that are not:  Counterfeits – In this church age the Latter Day Saints, Jehovah 

Witness & Seventh Day religions began – also the revised Bibles began to appear 

 Temptation:  Temptation to follow the world 

 Which cometh down out of heaven:  Revelation 21 

 Take our crown:  2 John 7-8 

 No repentance required:  All other churches (faults) needed  repentance 

 

To Laodicea:  (Lukewarm church)  (Parenthesis added)  (Conquering clergy)  (Civil right of the 

people are more important than the rights of God)  (Works is the context) 
Revelation 3:14-18   (Greeting) And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; 
(Descriptive title) These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of 
the creation of God;  (Insight) 15 I know thy works, (Criticism) that thou art neither cold nor 
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  (Warning) 16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.  17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and 
increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:  (Instruction) 18 I counsel thee to buy of me 
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be 
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with 
eyesalve, that thou mayest see. (Final exhortation) 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: 
be zealous therefore, and repent.  20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  
(Promise & assurance) 21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even  
as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.  22 He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

 Beginning of the creation of God:  Jesus in the subject of creation – not the object 

 Works (I know thy works):   
 Hot – Not satisfied, want to do more or better (wants great not nominal)                
 Cold – Dissatisfied w/ status quo, does not want to go along, senses something                         

wrong (cold shoulder – cold feet) (Notice: Cold is not condemned – verse 15) 

 Lukewarm – Verse 17a defines lukewarm (who they think they are) – have need of 
nothing, not even God.  Verse 17b defines who they really are 

 Satisfied –  Psalms 17:15   As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall 
be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness. 

 God’s challenge (verse 18):  (1) Tried in fire (1 Corinthians 3) (2)White raiment         
(1 Thessalonians 4:1-8) (3)  Anoint thine eyes (Ephesians 1:18) 

 At the door:  Only time in the Bible a church building is mentioned 

 If any man/I will come in to him:  This becomes individual (This may prevent huge 

revival) 
 I also overcame:  Jesus overcame living in the world and not being accepted 

(Pharisees)  
 



 
 

Which Church/Individual Are You? 
(1) Ephesus - the church that had forsaken its first love (2:4). 
(2) Smyrna - the church that would suffer persecution (2:10). 
(3) Pergamum - the church that needed to repent (2:16). 
(4) Thyatira - the church that had a false prophetess (2:20). 
(5) Sardis - the church that had fallen asleep (3:2). 
(6) Philadelphia - the church that had endured patiently (3:10). 
(7) Laodicea - the church with the lukewarm faith (3:16). 

 Jesus is at the door knocking: Revelation 3:20   Behold, I stand at the door, and 

knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me. 

 Do Not Be Left At The Knocking Door:  Matthew 7:21-23   Not every one that 

saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  22 Many will say to me in that 

day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 

devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  23 And then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.   

 Watch & Be Ready:    Matthew 25:10-13   And while they went to buy, the 

bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and 

the door was shut.  11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, 

open to us.  12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.  13 

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 

cometh. 
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Seven churches, described and identified 

 Ephesus  
2:1-7 

Smyrna  
2:8-11 

Pergamum  
2:12-17 

Thyatira  
2:18-29 

Sardis  
3:1-6 

Philadelphia  
3:7-13 

Laodicea  
3:14-22 

Period 
described 

The early 
church, to AD 
100 

The church 
under 
pagan 
persecution, 
to 313  

Paganism 
enters the 
church, to 
500s 

Papal 
supremacy of 
Dark Ages, to 
mid 1500s 

Protestant 
reformation 
and 
fossilization, to 
late 1700s 

Awakening, 
Bibles printed 
and studied, 
to mid 1800s 

The end-
time 
church, 
content but 
sinful, to 
End. 

  

Description 
of Christ 

Holds 7 
stars, walks 
among 7 
lampstands 

First and 
Last, Died 
and came to 
life 

The One 
with two-
edged sword 

Eyes of fire, 
feet like 
brass; 
searches 
minds 

Holds 7 spirits 
and 7 stars 

Holy, true, 
holds 
keys, 
opens and 
shuts 

Amen, true 
witness, 
Beginning of 
creation 

What Christ 
knows 

Works, labor 
patience 

Works, 
trials, 
poverty; 
blasphemy 
of false 
Jews 

Works, living 
where 
Satan's 
throne is 

More works, 
love, service, 
faith, patience 

Works, (and 
see "What you 
have") 

Works Works: neither 
cold nor hot 

Credit Tested false 
prophets, 
perseverance 

Rich in spite 
of poverty 

Held to My 
name & faith 
even in time 
of martyr 

(above) Have a few 
names 
undefiled 

Kept 
command 
to 
persevere 

– 

Criticism Left first love – Ones with 
doctrine of 
Balaam 

Jezebel with 
immorality 
permitted 

Works 
imperfect 

– Lukewarm, 
wretched, 
blind, naked 

Instruction Remember, 
repent, do 
first works 

Do not fear 
suffering 

Repent Hold fast till I 
come 

Watch, 
strengthen 
remainder 

Hold fast, 
preserve 
crown 

Buy gold, 
clothes, eye 
ointment 

Warning Lampstand 
will be 
removed 

– Will fight 
with sword 
of mouth 

Jezebel into 
sickbed, 
children killed 

I will come as 
thief if you do 
not watch 

– I will spit you 
out; rebuke 
and 
punishment 

Exhortation My hatred for 
Nicolaitans 

Tribulation 
coming 

Also have 
ones with 
Nicolaitans 
doctrine 

Rest do not 
have false 
doctrine, not 
Satanic 
depths 

A name as 
alive, but dead 
(and see 
above) 

A little 
strength, 
My word 
and name 

Not what you 
think you have 

Reward for 
overcomers 

Eat from tree 
of life 

Not hurt by 
second 
death 

Hidden 
manna, 
white stone 

Power over 
nations; 
morning star 

Clothed in 
white, name in 
book, 
confessed 

Made 
pillar, 
inscribed 
with new 
name 

Sit on my 
throne 


