
July 24th, 2022PM – Pastor Kevin Olivier 
WCF 25, sec 3 – “The Great Commission” 

Matthew 28:16-20 
 
A. There is an older hymn from Philip Bliss (1838-1876) that has the following words: 

“Free from the law, O happy condition, Jesus hath bled, and there is remission; 
Cursed by the law and bruised by the fall, Grace hath redeemed us once for all.” 

B. Yes, there are ways in which Christians— saved by faith in Christ— are free from the law: 
a. We are free from the curse of sin which is our failure to keep the law of God. 
b. Christians are free from law-keeping as the standard by which we are judged. 
 1. Christ has paid for the believer’s failure to keep the law. 
 2. He has perfectly obeyed the law for those who put saving faith in Him.  

C. We are not free from the law as a standard of holiness as Jesus said in His Great Commission. 
     → Look again at Mat 28:18f, especially v20 
 
WCF 25, Sec 3 takes the Great Commission seriously, especially when Jesus said the church is to be 
about “teaching them [the disciples] to observe all that I commanded you.”  Sec 3 says “Unto this 
catholic visible church Christ hath given the ministry, oracles, and ordinances of God, for the 
gathering and perfecting of the saints, in this life, . . .”   
A. The “gathering… of the saints” is what Jesus talked about when he said, “Go therefore & make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father & the Son & the Holy Spirit.” 
 1. The call to preach the gospel is to all nations, tribes, and peoples. 

2. We are to long for & endeavor to see Habakkuk 2:14 come to pass: “For the earth will be  
     filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 
3. Rom 11:25-26a “For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so  
    that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened  
    to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 26 & so all Israel will be saved… ” 
 a. Some Reformed Presbyterians have come up with a convoluted interpretation of this 

prophecy in Rom 11.  They say it is already fulfilled by a remnant of Jews coming in to 
the church throughout history. This is a pessimist interpretation. 

 b. WLC 191 shares my optimistic interpretation of the text when it seeks to answer the   
      question, “What do we pray for in the 2nd petition?” 

                           Answer: “In the 2nd petition (which is, Thy kingdom come), acknowledging ourselves & 
          all mankind to be by nature under the dominion of sin & Satan, we pray, that the  
          kingdom of sin & Satan may be destroyed, the gospel propagated throughout the  
          world, the Jews called, the fullness of the Gentiles brought in; …” 

 
B. After disciples are gathered, the church is to devote herself to “perfecting of the saints, in this life.” 
 1. Mat 28:20 says this involves: “teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; …” 
 2. Jesus explained this earlier in His ministry. → Turn to Mat 5:17-20, v48  & then Mat 7:21-23. 
 3. The call for “perfecting of the saints, in this life” is one of sanctification.     

a. Sanctification is the “work of God's free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole   
    man after the image of God, & are enabled more & more to die unto sin, & live unto     
    righteousness” (WSC 35).  
b. No one is ever to say that they have ever “arrived” in this gospel call of sanctification. 



WCF 25, sec 3 tell us what God has given the church for the purpose of gathering & perfecting the 
saints: “Unto this catholic visible church Christ hath given the ministry, oracles, and ordinances of 
God. 
 
A.  The “ministry” includes offices such as pastors (gospel ministers), ruling elders, & deacons.  
      This also includes the gifts He has given each member of the body of Christ. 
 
B. The “oracles … of God” include the Scriptures of the OT and NT. 
 
C. The “ordinances of God” refers to that which Christ commanded. 

1. This primarily includes the sacraments of the baptism & Lord’s Supper.    
2. It also includes other means of grace such as prayer; singing praise to God is a form of    
    prayer.   
3. Jesus also commanded church discipline in Mat 18.  This is another true mark of the visible  
    church.  

 
D. Christians ought to pursue churches that exercise “the ministry, oracles, and ordinances of God.” 
 1. No church does these 3 areas perfectly, yet each should zealously endeavor to.  

2. Each church ought to earnestly seek the help of God to exercise these means “for [the  
    purpose of] the gathering and perfecting of the saints, in this life.” 
3. WCF 25, sec 3 goes on to tell us how Christ “doth, by His own presence and Spirit, according  
    to His promise, make them effectual thereunto.” 
 a. Most of us truly love the hymn “Abide with Me.” 
 b. Each of us should earnestly pray for Christ to abide with us on an individual level, yet  
     please pray that Christ, “by His own presence and Spirit, according to His promise”  
     would abide in this church as a whole. 
  1) In our elders, deacons, & pastor 
  2) In our members to receive the Word & seek to grow by this means of grace. 
 

 


