
Jude 1:17-21 (LD 22)  “The Waiting for Eternal Life”

For the Children: Have you ever had someone make fun of you?  Sometimes it is just good-natured humour.  
When it is nasty, it can make you feel very small.  When people make fun of what we believe as God’s people, 
that might also make us feel small and stupid.  But we should remember that God is not small.  He knows and 
has planned all things.  People may make fun of the Bible’s teaching about the final judgement, heaven and hell.
But God has assured us that both His promises and warnings are true.  We should not listen to those who mock 
these truths.  Questions: Why do people mock the truth of the Bible?  How can we strengthen ourselves to 
stand against this ridicule?  Should we be anxious about the Day of Judgement?

Introduction: 
First Point: The Problem of Mockers
1) The Nature of Mockery: Mockery is making fun of someone or something.  It is a terrible thing when 

someone ridicules deep, precious and sober truths from God’s Word. 

2) The Apostolic Warning: The Lord doesn’t need us to defend Him for His sake; it is for our sake!  That is 
why the Lord has repeatedly warned through the apostles that mockery will come in the Last Days/Time.
See also 2 Tim. 3:1f; 1 Jn. 2:18; 2 Pet. 3;3.  The warning helps us to defend against it.  It also reminds 
us that the Lord expects mockery and is prepared for it.

3) What Mockers Pick On: Mockers seem to react especially to hard truths, humbling truths and miraculous
events.  See 2 Pet. 3.  Some in NT times also reacted to any doctrine that attached importance to the 
body.  Often, the mockery was to cover their own evil behaviour.

4) The Effect of Mockery: Indeed, the mockers are described as following after their own evil lusts; they are
worldly-minded; and they cause divisions – especially by encouraging those who agree with them to see
themselves as superior, more spiritual than their more conservative brethren – though they are, in fact, 
devoid of the Spirit.

Second Point: How to Deal with the Problem
1) By Love: Vss. 20-21 tell us how to deal with mockery and error.  The main method is by keeping 

ourselves in the love of God.  God’s love and grace come before our efforts in this (vss. 1,2).  We are 
saved by grace (“mercy,” v. 21).  But we are called to respond to that grace by striving to remain in the 
sphere of God’s love.

2) By Faith: The remaining parts of vss. 20-21 tell us how to remain in God’s love.  One way is by building 
ourselves up on the holy faith – “faith” in the objective sense, which means study of God’s Word.  This is 
a major part of the “armour of faith” (Eph. 6:10f).

3) By Prayer: Prayer is another part of the armour of God (Eph. 6:18-19).  We should pray that God will 
teach us to resist error in all its forms – and to know how to answer mockery in the best way; and that 
the church will not be harmed by such things.

4) By Hope: Hopelessness undermines love; hope reinforces it.  Hope reminds us that God’s love will 
triumph; the gracious reward that awaits us also spurs us on.

Third Point: The Importance of Hope
1) The Anxious Wait: Hope is also stressed in 2 Pet. 3:12,13,14.  Yet we may feel anxiety at times as we 

contemplate what lies ahead of us – especially the final judgement.  However, “waiting anxiously” (v. 21) 
actually means waiting with an expectation of acceptance!  The certainty comes from the mercy of 
Christ.

2) The Comfort of Waiting: Both questions of LD 22 therefore see our confession of what lies ahead to be a
comfort.  We are also comforted by the fact that already in this life we have a “beginning of eternal joy” 
as a gift from God.

Conclusion: 


