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1 Samuel 15  
 
1-3 1 Samuel also said unto Saul, The LORD sent me to anoint thee to be king over his people, over 
Israel: now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of the LORD.  2  Thus saith the 
LORD of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, 
when he came up from Egypt.  3  Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they 
have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel 
and ass.   
 
Amalek was the son of Eliphaz who was the son of Esau, Jacob’s (Israel’s) brother.  
 

Malachi 1:1-4  The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.  2  I have loved 
you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's 
brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob,  3  And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains 
and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness.  4  Whereas Edom saith, We are 
impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate places; thus saith the LORD of hosts, 
They shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, 
and, The people against whom the LORD hath indignation for ever. 

 
God through Samuel commands Saul to destroy the Amalekites completely. To understand why, 
we must go review the history of when the Israelites were with Moses during their forty years in 
the desert. 
 

Exodus 17:8-16  Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim.  9  And Moses 
said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will stand on 
the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand.  10  So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, 
and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.  11  And it 
came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, 
Amalek prevailed.  12  But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, 
and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the 
other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.  13  And 
Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.  14  And the LORD said 
unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of 
Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.  15  
And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi:  16  For he said, Because the 
LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to 
generation. 

 
Deuteronomy 25:17-19  Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye 
were come forth out of Egypt;  18  How he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, 
even all that were feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God.  19  
Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy God hath given thee rest from all thine enemies round 
about, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou 
shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it. 

 
God had prophesied through Moses that Amalek would be destroyed by Israel because they had 
attacked Israel in the desert. 
 
5, 7 5  And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and laid wait in the valley. 7  And Saul smote the 
Amalekites from Havilah until thou comest to Shur, that is over against Egypt.   
 
The indication is given that Saul took immediate action and began to do what God had 
commanded him to do. He took 210,000 men with him to battle against Amalek. 
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But Saul didn’t do everything in the way that God had commanded him to do. 
 
8-9 8  And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with 
the edge of the sword.  9  But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of 
the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly 
destroy them: but every thing that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly.   
 
Saul’s actions make some sense to us: Keep the king alive to inquire of him and get intelligence 
from him to help preserve and further the cause of Israel. Keep the good animals and any other 
good thing for use by Israel. Destroy everyone (except the king) and everything (except the 
useful stuff). But Saul simply didn’t do what God had commanded him to do. He did what he 
thought was best, rather than what God thought was best. 
 

Isaiah 55:8-9  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the LORD.  9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 
God is not like us. We are made in his image. We are subject to him and to all that he commands 
for us to do. To assume that God operates with the thought and emotions of man is to deny the 
sovereignty and power of God. This was Saul’s error: He assumed God would see the wisdom in 
his choices and would change his mind about how the Amalekites should be treated.  
 
10-11 10  Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying,  11  It repenteth me that I have 
set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from following me, and hath not performed my 
commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all night.   
 

Gill on verse 11: “Which is not to be understood of any change of mind, counsel, 
purpose, or decree in God, which is not consistent with his unchangeable nature; but 
of a change of dispensation, and outward dealings, and is spoken after the manner of men, who, 
when they repent of anything, change the course of their conduct and behaviour; and so the 
Lord does without any change of his mind and will, which alters not; and though he 
changes the outward dispensations of his providence, yet he never changes and alters in the 
matters and methods of his grace;” 

 
God responds to Samuel’s prayers and reveals an underlying cause for Saul’s failure: “he is 
turned back from following me”. When we stop following God we will fail to do what is good in 
God’s sight. God is not the god of gray areas. God is the God of absolutes: good vs. evil, black vs. 
white, submission vs. rebellion, truths vs. lies. 
 

Matthew 6:24  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and 
love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon. 

 
Saul’s greeting to Samuel is a lie which Samuel immediately confronts. 
 
13-14 13  And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have 
performed the commandment of the LORD.  14  And Samuel said, What meaneth then this 
bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?   
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Saul’s response to Samuel is also a lie, but knowing the truth of his failure, he begins to place 
blame upon others. 
 
15-16 15  And Saul said, They have brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared the best 
of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God; and the rest we have utterly 
destroyed.  16  Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what the LORD hath said to me this 
night. And he said unto him, Say on.   
 
Samuel continues to question Saul, placing the blame squarely upon him, rather than including 
the people. 
 
17-19 17  And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of 
the tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed thee king over Israel?  18  And the LORD sent thee on a 
journey, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them until they be 
consumed.  19  Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the LORD, but didst fly upon 
the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the LORD?   
 

Galatians 6:4-5  But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing 
in himself alone, and not in another.  5  For every man shall bear his own burden. 

 
Saul continues in his lies and his blame, denying that what he had done was wrong and 
condemning the people for their actions. Saul attempts to substitute what he believes to be good 
for what God says is best. 
 
20-21 20  And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and have gone the 
way which the LORD sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed 
the Amalekites.  21  But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which 
should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in Gilgal.   
 
Samuel confronts Saul and explains the error of his thinking and the result of his sin against 
God. 
 
22-23  And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as 
in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams.  23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from 
being king.   
 

Psalms 51:16-17  For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest 
not in burnt offering.  17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 
 
Proverbs 21:2-3  Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the 
hearts.  3  To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. 
 
Micah 6:6-8  Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? 
shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?  7  Will the LORD be 
pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  8  He hath 
shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 

 
John 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments. 



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
6/4/2017 and 7/24/2022 
1 Samuel 15 “to obey is better than sacrifice” 

4 
 

Finally, when confronted with the truth and the consequences of his actions, Saul perceives and 
confesses his sin. 
 
24  And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed the commandment of the 
LORD, and thy words: because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice.  25  Now therefore, I 
pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship the LORD.  26  And Samuel said 
unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, and the 
LORD hath rejected thee from being king over Israel.   
 
Samuel’s turning away from Saul is symbolic of God’s removing of Saul as king. Saul is desperate 
to demonstrate his repentance out of fear of the consequences. 
 
27  And as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and it rent.  28  And 
Samuel said unto him, The LORD hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given it to 
a neighbour of thine, that is better than thou.  29  And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor 
repent: for he is not a man, that he should repent.   
 

Numbers 23:19  God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that 
he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make 
it good? 

 
Saul’s repentance does not remove the consequences of his sin. No amount of outward action in 
worship will change God’s decree.  
 
30-31  Then he said, I have sinned: yet honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my people, 
and before Israel, and turn again with me, that I may worship the LORD thy God.  31  So Samuel 
turned again after Saul; and Saul worshipped the LORD.   
 
Samuel fulfills the prophecy of God regarding Amalek, showing that God’s decrees will be done 
in one way or another. God demonstrates his sovereignty to Saul and all of Israel. 
 
32-33  Then said Samuel, Bring ye hither to me Agag the king of the Amalekites. And Agag came 
unto him delicately. And Agag said, Surely the bitterness of death is past.  33  And Samuel said, As thy 
sword hath made women childless, so shall thy mother be childless among women. And Samuel hewed 
Agag in pieces before the LORD in Gilgal.   
 
34  Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house to Gibeah of Saul.  35  And Samuel came 
no more to see Saul until the day of his death: nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul: and the 
LORD repented that he had made Saul king over Israel. 
 
Does God repent that he has adopted you as his child? Do you blame others or your 
circumstances for your sins? Do you take responsibility for your actions? Do you accept the 
consequences of your actions? Is God your God or are you your god? Do you obey him out of 
duty or fear or obey him because you love him with your heart? The story of Saul’s failure and 
consequent removal from the throne should be a reminder to us of this:  
 

Romans 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 
 

Ephesians 2:4-10  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,  5  Even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)  6  And hath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:  7  That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.  8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  10  For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 


