
Sermon Notes and Daily Devotional  Elder Gil Emery 

First Congregational Church of Woodstock July 23rd, 2023 
 

9:30 Morning Worship Service:  John 17:20-26 

 

Living a Life to Honor Christ 

1. Why would I desire to honor Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why should I desire to honor Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How do I honor Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: As I consider what Jesus Christ has done for me, I must 

understand that God made me an ambassador of Christ, a joint heir to live in 

gratitude. God has given me the same Holy Spirit that indwelt Christ, leading 

him into the wilderness and guiding him through the wilderness, and will lead 

us through the wilderness in which we live. We are included in answering the 

High Priestly prayer of Jesus Christ – “25 O righteous Father, even though the 

world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent 

me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, 

that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

 

  



John 10:27-28 
7 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them 

eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 
 

Philippians 2:12-16 
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 

presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure. 
14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless and 

innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 

generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast to the 

word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or 

labor in vain. 
 

Romans 8:12-17 
12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put 

to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of 

God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into 

fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 

Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 

God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 

Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
 

1 John 1:7-10 
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have 

no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he 

is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word 

is not in us. 
 

James 1:22-25 
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if 

anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently 

at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once 

forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of 

liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be 

blessed in his doing. 


