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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TABERNACLE 

ESV Exodus 25:1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Speak to the people of 
Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From every man whose 
heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for me. 3 And this 
is the contribution that you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and 
bronze, 4 blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, 
goats' hair, 5 tanned rams' skins, goatskins, acacia wood, 6 oil for the 
lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 7 onyx 
stones, and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece. 
[The gifts of God’s people are involved in the decoration and furniture 
of God’s tabernacle-tent.  The offerings of the people out of gratitude 
for what God has done is taken to build God’s tabernacle-tent.  These 
gifts were God’s provision from Egypt, Exodus 12:36]. 
 
8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. 9 
Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of 
all its furniture, so you shall make it. [v.8: The tabernacle-tent is so 
that God may dwell in the midst of his people (the “Immanuel 
Principle”); v.9: The pattern of the tabernacle-tent must be exactly as 
God teaches them because it is a type of the heavenly reality; it is a 
copy or shadow as Hebrews 10 teaches us]: 
 
ESV Hebrews 8:1 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high 
priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 
a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For 
every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this 
priest also to have something to offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a 
priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 They serve 
a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the 
tent, he was instructed by God, saying, "See that you make everything according to 
the pattern that was shown you on the mountain." 
 
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT 
10 "They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits and a half shall 
be its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and a half its 



height. 11 You shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and outside shall 
you overlay it, and you shall make on it a molding of gold around it. 12 
You shall cast four rings of gold for it and put them on its four feet, 
two rings on the one side of it, and two rings on the other side of it. 13 
You shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 14 
And you shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to 
carry the ark by them. 15 The poles shall remain in the rings of the 
ark; they shall not be taken from it. 16 And you shall put into the ark 
the testimony that I shall give you. [The ark carried or housed the 
Book of the Covenant to remind the people of God’s holy presence and 
their need to be obedient to the covenant made in Exodus 19 and 24]. 
 
17 "You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half 
shall be its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth. [A mercy seat 
where God will sit on his typological throne]. 
 
18 And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall 
you make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. 19 Make one 
cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece 
with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its two ends. 20 
The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the 
mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to another; toward the 
mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubim be. 21 And you shall put the 
mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the 
testimony that I shall give you. [Cherubim guarding the entrance to 
God’s heavenly presence as in the Garden of Eden; the way to God 
permanently dwelling with him and he in the midst of his people would 
only be through blood and death of a substitute that God provided, 
offered on the mercy seat at his feet]: 
 
Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us in 
knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the 
tree of life and eat, and live forever-" 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out 
from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He 
drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the 
cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the 
tree of life. 
 
22 There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from 
between the two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will 
speak with you about all that I will give you in commandment for the 
people of Israel. [God will speak and lead the people from his portable 
throne]. 
 



23 "You shall make a table of acacia wood. Two cubits shall be its 
length, a cubit its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 24 You 
shall overlay it with pure gold and make a molding of gold around it. 25 
And you shall make a rim around it a handbreadth wide, and a molding 
of gold around the rim. 26 And you shall make for it four rings of gold, 
and fasten the rings to the four corners at its four legs. 27 Close to the 
frame the rings shall lie, as holders for the poles to carry the table. 28 
You shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold, 
and the table shall be carried with these. 29 And you shall make its 
plates and dishes for incense, and its flagons and bowls with which to 
pour drink offerings; you shall make them of pure gold. 30 And you 
shall set the bread of the Presence on the table before me regularly. 31 
"You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall be 
made of hammered work: its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and 
its flowers shall be of one piece with it. 32 And there shall be six 
branches going out of its sides, three branches of the lampstand out of 
one side of it and three branches of the lampstand out of the other 
side of it; 33 three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx 
and flower, on one branch, and three cups made like almond 
blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on the other branch- so for the 
six branches going out of the lampstand. 34 And on the lampstand 
itself there shall be four cups made like almond blossoms, with their 
calyxes and flowers, 35 and a calyx of one piece with it under each pair 
of the six branches going out from the lampstand. 36 Their calyxes and 
their branches shall be of one piece with it, the whole of it a single 
piece of hammered work of pure gold. 37 You shall make seven lamps 
for it. And the lamps shall be set up so as to give light on the space in 
front of it. 38 Its tongs and their trays shall be of pure gold. 39 It shall 
be made, with all these utensils, out of a talent of pure gold.  
 
40 And see that you make them after the pattern for them, which is 
being shown you on the mountain. [God stresses the importance of 
the tabernacle-tent representing a heavenly reality on earth as a copy 
and shadow of the good things to come (Heb. 8)]. 
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Introduction 
Question: What would a replica of heaven look like if one wanted to 
make one here on earth?  How would you go about designing it in 
order that it is truly “fit for the King of Kings himself”?  
 
God calls Moses to build one of these replicas of heaven.  What 
would it look like and how would it- - how could it be a place that 
reveals where God Almighty dwells? 
 
Answer: A tent.  Well, it’s more than a tent, but it is basically a tent 
like all the other people live in but it’s “fit for a king”- -no, it’s fit for 
THE KING! 
 
Question: But can we afford the place where God will live? 
Alright, pull together your resources, and give out of a grateful heart, 
but we’re going to need quite a bit for God’s tent!  You’re a people 
now, corporately called to be one, so work together as a body, one 
nation under God, to build this tent. 
 
(By the way, this is NOT a sermon on raising money for a building- - 
who said that?!) 
 
Question: What’s needed for the building of this royal tent? 
 
Answer: (1) Metals: Gold, silver, and bronze; (2) Weaving 
Materials: Colored yarns like Pharaoh and his court would wear 
(even blue and scarlet- -expensive stuff!!), fine linen like rich, 
important  Egyptian’s wear, and the hair of goats; (3) Skins of 
Animals: Sea cows (dolphins from Red Sea); (4) Acacia wood; 
(5) Oil and Spices 
 
How much is this going to cost us you ask- - and what is the estimate 
for the materials and labor? 
 



Cost of the Construction? By the time the Tabernacle-Tent is 
completed (Exodus 38:21-31), approximately one ton of gold, four 
tons of silver and two-and-a-half tons of bronze were used to make 
the Tabernacle and its furnishings. (T. D. Alexander, ‘From Paradise…’, 
pg. 100). 
 
Question: What IS the reason we are building this tent? 
 
Answers: Three Reasons: (1) God wants to live with us and we need 
his presence as our Creator and Redeemer; (2) God wants to be 
worshipped by us because this is the reason we were created “to 
glorify God and to enjoy him forever”; and (3) God is our King, and he 
will rule over us allowing his will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
I. What was the Tabernacle-Tent?  
 

a. A Tent: It is also called the “Tent of Meeting” (Exodus 38:8, 
30). 

 
 Hebrew (mishkan)-Tabernacle-Tent 
 Hebrew verb (shakan)- “To dwell” 

 
• God would accommodate himself graciously to his 

people by dwelling with them (his transcendence and 
immanence revealed here). 

 
• God would meet and direct his people according to 

his word. 
 

• God would create a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation by being present as Creator and Redeemer. 

 
ESV Exodus 29:45-46: I will dwell among the people of Israel and will 
be their God. 46 And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, 

who brought them out of the land of Egypt that I might dwell among 
them. I am the LORD their God. 

 
Application: God would live with and speak to his people.  His 
presence would be “with them” (the “Immanuel Principle”), 

and a partial fulfillment of  
 

“I will be your God, and you shall be my people.” 
 



b. A Sanctuary (Place where God dwells): It was an ornate, 
holy, temple-like structure (Exodus 26; 38:9-20), for the 
express purpose of worship of God. 

 
It was a holy place because God was its occupant who sat on the 
throne in the Most Holy Place, enthroned upon the Ark whose feet 
rested at the cherubim of glory. (Heb. Mikdash-sanctuary). 

 
ESV Exodus 25:8-9: And let them make me a sanctuary 
(mikdash), that I may dwell (shakan) in their midst. 9 Exactly as 
I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its 
furniture, so you shall make it. 
 

God’s transcendent holiness and his immanence with his 
people! 

 
Application: God would live with his people so that they 

might worship him and him alone.  In God they would find all 
of their needs met with great joy in worshipping him! 

 
c. A Royal Residence: It was portable and as a portable throne 

for God. (A “Porto-Throne” or a “Port-o-Tentie”).  Yet even 
though God dwells with his people in tents, his tent is the most 
costly, reminding them of the great holiness and transcendence 
of their Creator and Redeemer. 

 
• God will dwell with his people, but in all of his royal 

holiness and transcendence! 
• The King may dwell with man, but when he is on the 

march with his people, he desires to take the heavenly 
throne room with him (and the comforts of this royal 
and holy throne room!) 

 
Application: God would live and rule over his people as King 

and Divine Warrior against Israel’s enemies. 
 

d. The Tabernacle-Tent eventually becomes a Temple (with more 
permanence, once there is peace in the land and David reigns 
on the throne, cf. 2 Samuel 7). 

 
God asks: 2 Samuel 7:5-6: "Go and tell my servant David, 'Thus says 
the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not lived 
in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from 



Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for 
my dwelling. 
 

• Temple actually houses the Tabernacle; the temple does 
not ultimately replace it. 

 
• Enns- Most likely the Temple (because of the scant details 

on how it should be built and what it would look like) was 
built using the guidelines and instructions for the 
Tabernacle (cf. 1 Kings 5-8).  The temple used different 
materials (stone and cedar), and was much bigger 
however. 

 
• We should see this close relationship between the 

Tabernacle-Tent and the Temple; one is portable, while the 
other is more permanent once Israel dwells in the land. 

 
e. The People of God long for God to again dwell with his people: to 

see the majesty and glory of God in types and shadows was 
what God provided at this point in Redemptive-History. 

 
f. Beauty and Expense of the Tabernacle-Tent: People are to 

give offerings to the LORD for the building of his house (Exodus 
25:1ff).  The materials are the best “money can buy”, the 
most beautiful representations of creation.  

 
[Notice degrees of costliness and beauty from bronze to solid gold 
in the metals, materials (dyes and linens), animal skins, and 
gemstones (Exodus 25:3-7)as you approach the Most Holy Place]. 

 
• The offering is a “love gift” or gift from the heart to 

God!- Let it be a gift from a “willing heart” literally!  God 
has given redemption-salvation from slavery, how can the 
people of God NOT give back gratefully to our LORD, 
Maker and King?! 

 
• Where did they get the materials? Exodus 3:22, 11:2, 

and 12:36 teach us: 
 

ESV Exodus 3:22 but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, 
and any woman who lives in her house, for silver and gold 
jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your sons and 
on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians." 

 



ESV Exodus 11:2 Speak now in the hearing of the people, that 
they ask, every man of his neighbor and every woman of her 
neighbor, for silver and gold jewelry." 
 
ESV Exodus 12:36 And the LORD had given the people favor 
in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have what 
they asked. Thus they plundered the Egyptians. 

 
g. Measurement of the Tabernacle-Tent: The entire Tabernacle 

was approximately 15 feet wide by 45 feet long.  The Holy Place 
was a rectangle 15 by 30 feet, and the Most Holy Place, or the 
Holy of Holies was a perfect cube measuring 15 by 15 by 15.  
You may notice the mathematical precision as you 
approach the Most Holy Place. 

 
II. Symbolism of the Tabernacle-Tent: “What did the 
Tabernacle “DO” for Israel?” (Enns) 
 
a. Interpretation Guidelines: Remember when interpreting the 

significance of the Tabernacle to be careful of fanciful 
interpretations where everything means one specific thing, or 
finding meaning in something that may not have meaning.   

 
Examples: 
 The wood in the Tabernacle points to the cross. 
 The seven candles on the menorah must represent 

the seven known planets (Philo). 
 
b. Ask first: “What did the Tabernacle-Temple” teach about 

God?” (to the 1st Readers in Israel) and second: “What does 
the Tabernacle-Temple teach about Christ and His Work 
(to the 1st Readers in Israel and the 2nd Readers in the Church 
today). 

 
c. Mount Sinai “Flattened” and became “Portable” as the 

Dwelling Place of God. 
 
d. A New Eden: Eden restored in the Tabernacle-Tent. 

 
e. Entrance faced Eastward: reminding the people that to return 

to paradise restored, or Eden regained, the way is west into the 
most holy place by blood and death. 

 
f. The Place where Earth touched Heaven. 



 
a. Where is heaven? What is heaven? Heaven is the place 

where God dwells.  The Tabernacle-Tent was to be God 
bringing heaven itself to earth.  It was a return to the 
Edenic Ideal of God dwelling or tabernacle-ing with man.   

 
Enns writes that the Tabernacle is “a piece of holy ground 

amid a world that has lost its way.” 
 

An earthly tabernacle-tent that was designed specifically by 
God to show forth and point to heavenly realities… 

 
The pattern of the tabernacle-tent must be exactly as God teaches 
them because it is a type of the heavenly reality; it is a copy or 
shadow as Hebrews 10 teaches us]: 
 
ESV Hebrews 8:1 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high 
priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 
a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For 
every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this 
priest also to have something to offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a 
priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 They serve 
a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the 
tent, he was instructed by God, saying, "See that you make everything according to 
the pattern that was shown you on the mountain." 

 
b. Heb. 8:5- It was symbolic of the heavenly sanctuary 

where God dwells with innumerable angels serving him 
and he sits on his throne (think if imagery of the layers of 
sheets with cherubim and blue- -like heaven itself!). 

 
g. Five Levels of Access, or Degrees of Access-Locations in the 

Tabernacle-Tent (“Lesser to greater degrees of holiness”- Enns): 
 

 “Outside the camp”-Gentiles and all the unclean, 
unholy sinners in the world. 

 
 “In the camp”-Israel’s camp set up around the 

Tabernacle-Tent with God in the middle (like other 
ANE kings of that time). 

 
 “In the courtyard”- The people could bring to the 

Levites and Priests their offerings (this was as near 
to God’s presence-throne that the people could 
come). 



 
 “In the Holy Place”-Priests and Levites 

 
 “In the Most Holy Place (or “Holy of Holies”)-One 

High Priest and only once a year on the Day of 
Atonement (Lev. 16). 

 
 Most Israelites could not go into the Tabernacle-

Tent itself all of their lives- -they had 
representative Priests who would go in to meet God 
on their behalf.   

 
Teaching them that they were sinners who could 

draw near only through a Mediator. 
 
It was like knowing the most important Being in the 
universe actually dwelled in your midst, but you were 
denied full access to seeing and knowing him.  You 
could only approach him on HIS terms! 
 

h. The Tabernacle was a Microcosm of the Universe: (Ryken, 
pg. 850): Inside was heaven, and outside was earth, with God at 
the center of it all.  God reigned in glory over the heavens and 
the earth. 

 
God rules over both Heaven and the earth.  Inside the 

Tabernacle-Tent is the very Creator of Heaven and Earth! 
 
How Else Does the Tabernacle-Tent Teach Us About Christ? 
1) In Christ the fullness of God dwelled bodily (Colossians 2:9). 
 
2) In the fullness of the times, God “immanuelled” himself, or came 

to dwell or tabernacle [verb-eskenosen/noun-skene or 
“tabernacle”]in our flesh (John 1:14). 

 
• It should be noted that John is saying that Jesus is the 

True and Eternal Tabernacle-Temple, the fulfillment of 
all that has come before him in Redemptive-History, 
that served a purpose of pointing God’s people to Christ 
alone by faith. 

 
• Enns says about John 1:14: “To talk like this does more 

than simply add a bit of drama to shock John’s readers. 



The intention is that Jesus be seen as the new- -and 
improved- -tabernacle/temple.” (pg. 555). 

 
• We have “beheld the glory” in the Person of Jesus Christ 

(the same glory that was above the Ark in the Most 
Holy Place, and the glory that was only seen by the 
High Priest once a year on the Day of Atonement). 

 
ESV Zechariah 2:10 Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for behold, I 
come and I will dwell in your midst, declares the LORD. 11 And many 
nations shall join themselves to the LORD in that day, and shall be 
my people. And I will dwell in your midst, and you shall know that 

the LORD of hosts has sent me to you. 
 

3) Christ says that his body is the true tabernacle-temple (John 
2:19ff). 

 
• Tabernacle-Temple 1.0 (Moses’ Tent of 

Meeting) 
• Tabernacle-Temple 1.5 (Solomon’s Temple) 
• Tabernacle-Temple 2.0 (Post-exilic Temple: 

“Second Temple Period”) 
• Tabernacle-Temple XP or 3.0?? (Jesus 

Christ) 
 

4) God dwells in those who are “in Christ”, united to him by faith, 
these people become a holy dwelling place, tabernacle-temple (1 
Cor. 3:16-17; 2 Cor. 6:14-17; Ephesians 2:19-21; Hebrews 3:1-
6). 

 
5) In John’s revelation of Christ, he does not see a tabernacle-

temple because God dwelled in the midst of his people without 
separation or distance (Revelation 21:22). 

 
Access to God is found in Jesus Christ alone!  Freedom from 
guilt; freedom from sinful tyranny; freedom to live for God in 

his grace, joy, and peace! 
 
Hebrews 10:19-25: 
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy 
places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he 
opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and 
since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 



pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how 
to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

 
Final Questions to ask: 

 
 Do you long for the presence of God in a sinful 

world? The Israelites were kept at a distance, 
but we are encouraged to draw near in Christ. 

 
 Do you long to worship God “in Christ” in 

spirit and in truth?  The Israelites could only 
worship God in copies and shadows, in a 
typological tent, but we worship God fully 
tabernacled in Christ! 

 
 Do you know that God rules over us as a King, 

who happens to be our father? The Israelites 
knew God was their sovereign king, but did 
not fully understand their heavenly adoption 
where they might call God Almighty, “Abba, 
Father”.



THE TABERNACLE-TENT-PART TWO 
 

II. Symbolism of the Tabernacle-Tent: “What did the 
Tabernacle “DO” for Israel?” (Enns) 
 
i. Interpretation Guidelines: Remember when interpreting the 

significance of the Tabernacle to be careful of fanciful 
interpretations where everything means one specific thing, or 
finding meaning in something that may not have meaning.   

 
Examples: 
 The wood in the Tabernacle points to the cross. 
 The seven candles on the menorah must represent 

the seven known planets (Philo). 
 
j. Ask first: “What did the Tabernacle-Temple” teach about 

God?” (to the 1st Readers in Israel) and second: “What does 
the Tabernacle-Temple teach about Christ and His Work 
(to the 1st Readers in Israel and the 2nd Readers in the Church 
today). 

 
k. Mount Sinai “Flattened” and became “Portable” as the 

Dwelling Place of God. 
 
l. A New Eden: Eden restored in the Tabernacle-Tent. 

 
m. Entrance faced Eastward: reminding the people that to return 

to paradise restored, or Eden regained, the way is west into the 
most holy place by blood and death. 

 
n. The Place where Earth touched Heaven. 

 
a. Where is heaven? What is heaven? Heaven is the place 

where God dwells.  The Tabernacle-Tent was to be God 
bringing heaven itself to earth.  It was a return to the 
Edenic Ideal of God dwelling or tabernacle-ing with man.   

 
Enns writes that the Tabernacle is “a piece of holy ground 

amid a world that has lost its way.” 
 

An earthly tabernacle-tent that was designed specifically by 
God to show forth and point to heavenly realities… 

 



The pattern of the tabernacle-tent must be exactly as God teaches 
them because it is a type of the heavenly reality; it is a copy or 
shadow as Hebrews 10 teaches us]: 
 
ESV Hebrews 8:1 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high 
priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 
a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For 
every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this 
priest also to have something to offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a 
priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 They serve 
a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the 
tent, he was instructed by God, saying, "See that you make everything according to 
the pattern that was shown you on the mountain." 

 
b. Heb. 8:5- It was symbolic of the heavenly sanctuary 

where God dwells with innumerable angels serving him 
and he sits on his throne (think if imagery of the layers of 
sheets with cherubim and blue- -like heaven itself!). 

 
o. Five Levels of Access, or Degrees of Access-Locations in the 

Tabernacle-Tent (“Lesser to greater degrees of holiness”- Enns): 
 

 “Outside the camp”-Gentiles and all the unclean, 
unholy sinners in the world. 

 
 “In the camp”-Israel’s camp set up around the 

Tabernacle-Tent with God in the middle (like other 
ANE kings of that time). 

 
 “In the courtyard”- The people could bring to the 

Levites and Priests their offerings (this was as near 
to God’s presence-throne that the people could 
come). 

 
 “In the Holy Place”-Priests and Levites 

 
 “In the Most Holy Place (or “Holy of Holies”)-One 

High Priest and only once a year on the Day of 
Atonement (Lev. 16). 

 
 Most Israelites could not go into the Tabernacle-

Tent itself all of their lives- -they had 
representative Priests who would go in to meet God 
on their behalf.   

 



Teaching them that they were sinners who could 
draw near only through a Mediator. 

 
It was like knowing the most important Being in the 
universe actually dwelled in your midst, but you were 
denied full access to seeing and knowing him.  You 
could only approach him on HIS terms! 
 

p. The Tabernacle was a Microcosm of the Universe: (Ryken, 
pg. 850): Inside was heaven, and outside was earth, with God at 
the center of it all.  God reigned in glory over the heavens and 
the earth. 

 
God rules over both Heaven and the earth.  Inside the 

Tabernacle-Tent is the very Creator of Heaven and Earth! 
 

Experience of Israel or STORY Visualized in the Tabernacle-
Tent 

A. Bronze Altar: the Passover Event that became 
a memorial to the people because life-blood 
saved them from death (cf. Exodus 12:11-14). 

 
B. Laver: the Red Sea when Israel passed 

through the waters of judgment and were 
saved, while their enemies were defeated.  
Listen to the sacramental language used by the 
Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:1-13: 

 
ESV 1 Corinthians 10:1 I want you to know, 
brothers, that our fathers were all under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all 
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and 
all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank 
from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and 
the Rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of 
them God was not pleased, for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness. 6 Now these things 
took place as examples for us, that we might not 
desire evil as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters as 
some of them were; as it is written, "The people 
sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play." 8 
We must not indulge in sexual immorality as 
some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell 
in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the 
test, as some of them did and were destroyed by 
serpents, 10 nor grumble, as some of them did 



and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11 Now 
these things happened to them as an example, 
but they were written down for our instruction, 
on whom the end of the ages has come. 12 
Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands 
take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has 
overtaken you that is not common to man. God is 
faithful, and he will not let you be tempted 
beyond your ability, but with the temptation he 
will also provide the way of escape, that you may 
be able to endure it. 

 
C. Lampstand: Israel was to be a light to the 

nations, showing forth God’s righteousness and 
law, and God protected Israel with fire by night 
and cloud by day (probably a reference with 
fire and light to the Theophanic-Glory-Cloud). 

 
D. Bread of Presence: Israel ate manna provided 

by God in the wilderness. 
 

E. Incense: Israel was to offer sweet smelling 
sacrifices for their sins (Leviticus), and were to 
be a prayerful people utterly depending upon 
God. 

 
F. Curtain and Entrance into the Holy of Holies: 

Israel needed One Mediator to go into the 
presence of God on their behalf (Exodus 24:1-
4: Moses alone shall ascend to the top). One 
High Priest who would go once a year on the 
Day of Atonement, pointing to a final offering 
and sacrifice by a Greater and Permanent High 
Priest (Heb. 5-8). 

 
G. Holy of Holies: God would bring Israel into the 

land, the type of the New Heavens and the 
New Earth where God would dwell with his 
people! 

 
 Fulfillment in Christ 
 

 Christ says that his body is the true tabernacle-
temple (John 2:19ff). 

 



• Tabernacle-Temple 1.0 (Moses’ Tent of 
Meeting) 

• Tabernacle-Temple 1.5 (Solomon’s Temple) 
• Tabernacle-Temple 2.0 (Post-exilic Temple: 

“Second Temple Period”) 
• Tabernacle-Temple XP or 3.0?? (Jesus 

Christ) 
 
1) Bronze Altar and Laver: On the cross, the Apostle John swears 

under oath and testifies that he sees the blood and the water, 
referring I believe to the bronze altar and the laver (John 
19:31ff) 

 
ESV John 19:31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that 
the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for 
that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their 
legs might be broken and that they might be taken away. 32 So 
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the 
other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came 
to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break 
his legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, 
and at once there came out blood and water. 35 He who saw it 
has borne witness- his testimony is true, and he knows that he 
is telling the truth- that you also may believe. 36 For these 
things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: "Not one 
of his bones will be broken." 37 And again another Scripture 
says, "They will look on him whom they have pierced." 

 
2) Lampstand in Tabernacle-Tent: John records that Jesus is the 

Light of the World (John 8:12). 
 

ESV John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. 
 
ESV John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life." 



 
ESV John 9:5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world." 
 
ESV John 12:36 While you have the light, believe in the light, 
that you may become sons of light." When Jesus had said these 
things, he departed and hid himself from them. 
 
ESV John 12:46 I have come into the world as light, so that 
whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. 
 
ESV Revelation 21:23 And the city has no need of sun or moon 
to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is 
the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the 
earth will bring their glory into it, 
 
ESV Revelation 22:5 And night will be no more. They will need 
no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and 
they will reign forever and ever. 

 
3) Bread of the Presence: John records that Jesus is the Bread of 

Life, the True Manna from Heaven (John 6:31-51). 
 
ESV John 6:33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world." 
 
ESV John 6:35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; 
whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in 
me shall never thirst. 
 
ESV John 6:48 I am the bread of life. 
 
ESV John 6:51 I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And 
the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh." 

 
4) Incense: John records that Jesus prayed to the Father as the 

Great High Priest before he goes to the cross on behalf of his 
people (John 17:1-5; cf. Incense and prayers in Rev. 5:8, 8:3). 

 
ESV John 17:1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up 
his eyes to heaven, and said, "Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have 
given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they 
know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work 



that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your 
own presence with the glory that I had with you before the 
world existed. 
 
ESV Revelation 5:8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four 
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, 
which are the prayers of the saints. 
 
ESV Revelation 8:3 And another angel came and stood at the 
altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense to 
offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before 
the throne, and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of 
the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. 

 
5) Incense: Hebrews teaches us that Christ ever intercedes for his 

people (Heb. 7:24-28). 
 

ESV Hebrews 7:22 This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better 
covenant. 23 The former priests were many in number, because 
they were prevented by death from continuing in office, 24 but 
he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues 
forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost 
those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives 
to make intercession for them. 26 For it was indeed fitting that 
we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, 
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He 
has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first 
for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did 
this once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For the law 
appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of 
the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who 
has been made perfect forever. 

 
6) Curtain Entrance into the Most Holy Place: Hebrews teaches 

us that we come boldly to God and draw near to him in worship 
through Christ’s flesh, which is the curtain of the Tabernacle-
Tent, or way into the Most Holy Place or Holy of Holies (Heb. 
10:19ff). 

 
ESV Hebrews 10:19 Therefore, brothers, since we have 
confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by 
the new and living way that he opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 



23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir 
up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

 
7) Curtain Entrance into the Most Holy Place: The Gospels 

teach us that when Jesus cried out “It is finished” in the cross, 
the veil of the curtain to the Holy of Holies was ripped in two, 
symbolizing the way was now opened through Christ into the 
presence of God (Matt. 27:51; Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45; cf. 
Hebrews 6:19). 

 
The synoptic gospels all record this important detail on the cross: 
 

ESV Matthew 27:50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud 
voice and yielded up his spirit. 51 And behold, the curtain 
of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the 
earth shook, and the rocks were split. 
 
ESV Mark 15:38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. 
 
ESV Luke 23:45 while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two. 

 
ESV Hebrews 6:19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor 
of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the 
curtain... 

 
• We have “beheld the glory” in the Person of Jesus Christ 

(the same glory that was above the Ark in the Most 
Holy Place, and the glory that was only seen by the 
High Priest once a year on the Day of Atonement). 

 
ESV Zechariah 2:10 Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for behold, I 
come and I will dwell in your midst, declares the LORD. 11 And many 
nations shall join themselves to the LORD in that day, and shall be 
my people. And I will dwell in your midst, and you shall know that 

the LORD of hosts has sent me to you. 
 

ESV Revelation 15:1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, 
seven angels with seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath 
of God is finished. 2 And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled 
with fire- and also those who had conquered the beast and its image and the 
number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in 



their hands. 3 And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the 
song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God 
the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations! 4 Who will 
not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations 
will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed." 5 
After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was 
opened, 6 and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven 
plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden sashes around their chests. 
7 And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden 
bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever, 8 and the sanctuary 
was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one 
could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were 
finished. 


