
Systematic Theology
A study of the major doctrines of Scripture

Topic 2 – The Doctrine of God

Lesson 35 – The Attributes of God: Wrath 
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Wrath, Holiness, Justice

• God’s wrath means that He intensely hates all sin. – Grudem, pg. 206

• God loves all that is right and good, and all that conforms to His moral 
character, then it should not be surprising that He would hate everything that 
is opposed to His moral character.

• God’s wrath directed against sin is closely related to His holiness and justice.

• Words for wrath in Scripture refer to anger, indignation, fury, and displeasure.

• John 3:36 He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does 
not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

• Romans 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness,



Holy Anger

• Romans 2:5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart 
you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who “will render to each one according 
to his deeds”: 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing 
good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; 8 but to those who are self-
seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation 
and wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of 
the Jew first and also of the Greek; 10 but glory, honor, and peace to 
everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 
For there is no partiality with God.



Holy Anger

• Deut. 9:7 “Remember! Do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath 
in the wilderness. From the day that you departed from the land of Egypt until you 
came to this place, you have been rebellious against the Lord. 8 Also in Horeb you 
provoked the Lord to wrath, so that the Lord was angry enough with you to have 
destroyed you.

• Deut. 29:23 ‘The whole land is brimstone, salt, and burning; it is not sown, nor does 
it bear, nor does any grass grow there, like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Admah, and Zeboiim, which the Lord overthrew in His anger and His wrath.’

• 2 Kings 22:13 “Go, inquire of the Lord for me, for the people and for all Judah, 
concerning the words of this book that has been found; for great is the wrath of the 
Lord that is aroused against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the words of 
this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us.”



Holy Anger

• God is slow to anger.

• Psalm 103:8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding 
in mercy. 9 He will not always strive with us, Nor will He keep His anger 
forever.

• Romans 2:4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and 
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 
repentance?



Jesus’ Anger

• Mark 3:4 Then He said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do 
good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they kept silent. 5 
And when He had looked around at them with anger, being 
grieved by the hardness of their hearts, He said to the man, 
“Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his hand 
was restored as whole as the other. 6 Then the Pharisees went out 
and immediately plotted with the Herodians against Him, how 
they might destroy Him.



Delivered from the Wrath to Come

• Ephesians 2:1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 
2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 
disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were 
by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

• 1 Thess. 1:9 For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry 
we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the 
dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.



Delivered from the Wrath to Come

• Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is 
revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the 
righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who 
believe. For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation 
by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 
forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 
26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be 
just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.



Communicable – Our Anger

• Give proper place to wrath. Romans 12:19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, 
but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will 
repay,” says the Lord.

• Be angry, without sin. Ephesians 4:26 “Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let 
the sun go down on your wrath,

• Put Off. Colossians 3:8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, 
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to 
one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have 
put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of 
Him who created him

• Be Slow to Wrath. James 1:19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be 
swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not 
produce the righteousness of God.



Wrongful Wrath

• Put wrath away. Ephesians 4:31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and 
evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.

• Works of the Flesh. Galatians 5:19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, 
which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, 
hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 
dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; 
of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those 
who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.



Wrongful Wrath

• 2 Corinthians 12:20 For I fear lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I 
wish, and that I shall be found by you such as you do not wish; lest there be 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, backbitings, 
whisperings, conceits, tumults; 21 lest, when I come again, my God will 
humble me among you, and I shall mourn for many who have sinned before 
and have not repented of the uncleanness, fornication, and lewdness which 
they have practiced.

• Psalm 37:8 Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; Do not fret—it only causes 
harm.


