
Rethinking Missions 

Greetings everybody.  We are in the midst of a loosely tied together emphasis on Missions right now.   

In week 1 I taught from Eph 2:10 about how the man, woman, boy or girl who has heard the gospel with 

God given faith is created in Christ for good works.  We are not learning about missions for learning sake 

but for doing sake.  We do not work to become a believer, we work for God because we are believers. 

Believers are God’s work and we are God’s workers.  Paul teaches that we are his bondslaves, , who are 

about our master’s business. 

In week 2 We heard from Alan Duncan, IMB church strategist, who helps churches to connect with our 

field missionaries and help them reach unreached people groups.  We learn about that in the evening 

session and we were taught how to pray for them in the morning session from 2 Timothy 4. 

In week 3 we heard from two couples who are about to head overseas as international missionaries: one 

to Mozambique and the other to Northern Africa.  I think we all got an education about what goes into 

to sending a missionary and the kind of challenges that they have to overcome to reach the field and be 

effective once they get there.  Hopefully we understand that they need people back home like us who 

are behind them and partnering with them in prayer and various other ways.  But there was something 

else that I hope you picked up on:  Perhaps you heard the word “platform”.   

“A Platform” for a missionary is an entry point into the lives of people whereby the missionaries life 

intersects with the people they are trying to reach in a natural way. 

What was Russ and Nicoles Platform: Russ will be a family doctor and Nicole will be working in children’s 

health.  But that is not their mission.  That is their platform from which they will build relationships and 

share the gospel. 

What was Matt and Emily’s Platform: Matt’s was ESL.  And Emily’s was working in a NGO focused on 

women’s health.   

This week the focus is local missions.  And my goal is to really challenge each of you who are followers of 

Christ to rethink missions as you currently understand it.  But before I do that I want us to touch upon a 

few very basic biblical concepts that are at the foundation of the churches missions work.  I’m going to 

take you to a series of scripture passages where we can look with our own eyes at what God has told us 

in His word that forms the underpinnings of the churches mission work. 

The Heavenly Vision: Rev 7:9-12 People from Every tribe nation and tongue worshipping God and 
enjoying him forever in heaven.  

 

Rev. 7:9-12  After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude, which no one could 

count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; 10and they cry 

out with a loud voice, saying, 



"Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 11And all the angels were 

standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on 

their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, 

"Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be 

to our God forever and ever. Amen." (NASB)   
 
The Believers Commission: Matt 28:18-20 Make Disciples of Jesus from people of all nations 

Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given 

to Me in heaven and on earth. 19"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all 

that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." (NASB)  
 
The Believers Message: Matt 24:14 The Gospel of this Kingdom will be proclaimed in the whole world 

Matthew 24:14 "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a 

witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come. (NASB)   
 

What makes up Missions? Proclamation of the Gospel and Discipleship. 

What is the Scope of Missions? All nations 

What is the objective of Missions? People from every nation tribe and tounge among those who 

glorify and enjoy God forever. 

Where do missionaries come from?  The pews of churches just like ours who are fulfilling the 

mission right where they are. 

I read a statement in a book recently that helps us to think about the connection between global 

missions and local missions.  “The light that shines that farthest is the brightest at home.” Johnny Hunt 

Think about this: Do you think that the kind of wonderful folks that the church sends to unreached 

places of the world start their ministry in that capacity?  Or do you think it starts with being active in 

their local churches serving, teaching, and spreading the good news right where they are?   

The Great Commission starts where WE ARE!     

If we ever hope to be sending folks from our own pews to take the Gospel to the nations it will come 

from making disciples of right here where we are.   Sharing the gospel and making disciples right here, 

right now.   

There is really not a lot of difference between the couples that shared with us last week who were going 

to Africa and all of us sitting right here. 



Now lets come back to the idea of Platforms:  Every believer to be a missionary right where we are 

needs and has a platform.  Just like our international missionaries use platforms to connect with lost 

people, build relationships and share the gospel.  So do we.  And guess what?  We already have them. 

And we are called to use that to live out your faith in the midst of a lost world and share the gospel. 

You know what that means?  That means You are a missionary right where you are at.  You are carrying 

the light of Christ and the hope of all humanity and you have a platform maybe many platforms. 

Now platforms can take many forms: your career can be a platform.  Sports leagues can be a platform.   

1) Tim Tebow example.  In fact, Tebow’s Scripture choices were among the Top 10 Google searches in 

the U.S. during nearly every major Florida game in 2009. For the Sept. 19 game against Tennessee, his 

choice of Romans 8:28 was the No. 5 search; for the Oct. 10 game against LSU, 1 Thessalonians 5:18 was 

the No. 7 search; and for the game against Florida State — his final home game — Hebrews 12:1-2 was 

the No. 3 search. His choice of Ephesians 2:8-10 was the No. 4 search for the Jan. 1 Sugar Bowl. The 

Google trend dates back to the 2008 BCS Championship Game, when John 3:16 — Tebow’s verse for that 

game — landed at the No. 1 spot.   

2) My wife Angie as most of you know is a Dental Hygienist.  She works up close and personal will people 

all day every day.  By the 2nd or 3rd appt she and any given patient have some rapport and familiarity 

with each other.  And when people talk together about their lives and stuff and one of them is a 

Christian the gospel eventually becomes unavoidable.  And she gets opportunities to talk to people 

about Christ.  One lady not long ago was all worried about her husband who was dying of cancer and it 

was coming soon… and that led to and opportunity for Angie to talk to her about the importance of faith 

in Christ. 

3) I work out a few times a week at Downtown Fitness.  A few weeks ago I met Fred, a 75 year old man, 

who knows about God but doesn’t know him.  Entering into some conversation with Him it wasn’t long 

before he was explaining to me that his wife knows God but he never really has given God room in his 

life.  I talked to him about his need for Jesus and he appreciated it. 

4) Last night I couldn’t believe my ears when I heard and saw on national television a video clip of a 

store clerk speaking to man calmly and tenderly and confidently about Jesus.  And he was robbing the 

store.   

But get this.  She used her platform for the gospel.  And not only did the man hear about God’s love for 

him in a remarkable way but her witness has been heard by thousands and thousands of people on TV 

and you tube and all kind of things.   

The point is that we need to see these kinds of activities as platforms for higher purposes.  Turn to 2 Cor 

5:17ff 

2 Cor. 5:17-21 Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed 

away; behold, new things have come. 18Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to 
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Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19namely, that God was in 

Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has 

committed to us the word of reconciliation.  
20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we 

beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on 

our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. (NASB)   
 

Once we become followers of Christ the purpose of everything we do changes: 

Examples: Jobs become a more than a means of making money.  Hobbies become more that a way to 

retreat from routine.  Our children’s activities become more than a way to help them develop skills and 

character, and have constructive fun.  Weight watchers becomes more than just a tool for losing weight. 

We are Christ’s ambassadors and representatives carrying the only message of eternal hope that there is 

in the world. 

That is being a missionary and doing missions right where you are at.  Its basically free, you don’t have 

to raise your salary, you don’t have to uproot and move and learn a new language.  All those obstacles 

that international missionaries have to overcome are pretty much out of the way when it comes to local 

missions.   

The obstacle to local missions is none of those things.  The obstacle to local missions our not realizing 

the platforms we have and using them for the Masters commission: the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

 


