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Psalm	17:1–15	Hear	a	just	cause,	O	Lord;	attend	
to	my	cry!	Give	ear	to	my	prayer	from	lips	free	of	
deceit!	2	From	your	presence	let	my	vindication	
come!	Let	your	eyes	behold	the	right!	3	You	have	
tried	my	heart,	you	have	visited	me	by	night,	you	
have	tested	me,	and	you	will	find	nothing;	I	have	
purposed	that	my	mouth	will	not	transgress.	4	
With	regard	to	the	works	of	man,	by	the	word	of	
your	lips	I	have	avoided	the	ways	of	the	violent.	
5	My	steps	have	held	fast	to	your	paths;	my	feet	
have	not	slipped.	6	I	call	upon	you,	for	you	will	
answer	me,	O	God;	incline	your	ear	to	me;	hear	
my	words.	7	Wondrously	show	your	steadfast	
love,	O	Savior	of	those	who	seek	refuge	from	
their	adversaries	at	your	right	hand.	8	Keep	me	
as	the	apple	of	your	eye;	hide	me	in	the	shadow	
of	your	wings,	9	from	the	wicked	who	do	me	
violence,	my	deadly	enemies	who	surround	me.	
10	They	close	their	hearts	to	pity;	with	their	
mouths	they	speak	arrogantly.	11	They	have	now	
surrounded	our	steps;	they	set	their	eyes	to	cast	
us	to	the	ground.	12	He	is	like	a	lion	eager	to	
tear,	as	a	young	lion	lurking	in	ambush.	13	Arise,	
O	Lord!	Confront	him,	subdue	him!	Deliver	my	
soul	from	the	wicked	by	your	sword,	14	from	
men	by	your	hand,	O	Lord,	from	men	of	the	
world	whose	portion	is	in	this	life.	You	fill	their	
womb	with	treasure;	they	are	satisfied	with	
children,	and	they	leave	their	abundance	to	their	
infants.	15	As	for	me,	I	shall	behold	your	face	in	
righteousness;	when	I	awake,	I	shall	be	satisfied	
with	your	likeness.	
	
I.	The	Argument	of	Innocence	(v1-5)	
A.	David’s	righteousness	is	by	faith.	
	
Romans	4:3–8	For	what	does	the	Scripture	say?	
“Abraham	believed	God,	and	it	was	counted	to	
him	as	righteousness.”	4	Now	to	the	one	who	

works,	his	wages	are	not	counted	as	a	gift	but	as	
his	due.	5	And	to	the	one	who	does	not	work	but	
believes	in	him	who	justifies	the	ungodly,	his	
faith	is	counted	as	righteousness,	6	just	as	David	
also	speaks	of	the	blessing	of	the	one	to	whom	
God	counts	righteousness	apart	from	works:	7	
“Blessed	are	those	whose	lawless	deeds	are	
forgiven,	and	whose	sins	are	covered;	8	blessed	
is	the	man	against	whom	the	Lord	will	not	count	
his	sin.”	
Psalm	51:3–5	For	I	know	my	transgressions,	and	
my	sin	is	ever	before	me.	4	Against	you,	you	only,	
have	I	sinned	and	done	what	is	evil	in	your	sight,	
so	that	you	may	be	justified	in	your	words	and	
blameless	in	your	judgment.	5	Behold,	I	was	
brought	forth	in	iniquity,	and	in	sin	did	my	
mother	conceive	me.	
Psalm	32:1–5	Blessed	is	the	one	whose	
transgression	is	forgiven,	whose	sin	is	covered.	2	
Blessed	is	the	man	against	whom	the	Lord	
counts	no	iniquity,	and	in	whose	spirit	there	is	
no	deceit.	3	For	when	I	kept	silent,	my	bones	
wasted	away	through	my	groaning	all	day	long.	4	
For	day	and	night	your	hand	was	heavy	upon	me;	
my	strength	was	dried	up	as	by	the	heat	of	
summer.	Selah	5	I	acknowledged	my	sin	to	you,	
and	I	did	not	cover	my	iniquity;	I	said,	“I	will	
confess	my	transgressions	to	the	Lord,”	and	you	
forgave	the	iniquity	of	my	sin.	Selah	
	
B.	David’s	righteousness	is	doing	the	right	thing.	
	
Ephesians	2:8–10	For	by	grace	you	have	been	
saved	through	faith.	And	this	is	not	your	own	
doing;	it	is	the	gift	of	God,	9	not	a	result	of	works,	
so	that	no	one	may	boast.	10	For	we	are	his	
workmanship,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	for	good	
works,	which	God	prepared	beforehand,	that	we	
should	walk	in	them.	



Titus	2:11–14	For	the	grace	of	God	has	appeared,	
bringing	salvation	for	all	people,	12	training	us	
to	renounce	ungodliness	and	worldly	passions,	
and	to	live	self-controlled,	upright,	and	godly	
lives	in	the	present	age,	13	waiting	for	our	
blessed	hope,	the	appearing	of	the	glory	of	our	
great	God	and	Savior	Jesus	Christ,	14	who	gave	
himself	for	us	to	redeem	us	from	all	lawlessness	
and	to	purify	for	himself	a	people	for	his	own	
possession	who	are	zealous	for	good	works.	
2	Corinthians	13:5	Examine	yourselves,	to	see	
whether	you	are	in	the	faith.	Test	yourselves.	Or	
do	you	not	realize	this	about	yourselves,	that	
Jesus	Christ	is	in	you?—unless	indeed	you	fail	to	
meet	the	test!	
1	Corinthians	11:28	Let	a	person	examine	
himself,	then,	and	so	eat	of	the	bread	and	drink	
of	the	cup.	
Psalm	66:18	&	19	If	I	had	cherished	iniquity	in	
my	heart,	the	Lord	would	not	have	listened.	19	
But	truly	God	has	listened;	he	has	attended	to	the	
voice	of	my	prayer.	
Isaiah	59:1	&	2	Behold,	the	Lord’s	hand	is	not	
shortened,	that	it	cannot	save,	or	his	ear	dull,	
that	it	cannot	hear;	2	but	your	iniquities	have	
made	a	separation	between	you	and	your	God,	
and	your	sins	have	hidden	his	face	from	you	so	
that	he	does	not	hear.	
James	4:3	You	ask	and	do	not	receive,	because	
you	ask	wrongly,	to	spend	it	on	your	passions.	
	
II.	The	Argument	of	Covenant	Love	(v6-9)	
A.	God’s	covenant	character.	
	
Exodus	15:11–13	“Who	is	like	you,	O	Lord,	
among	the	gods?	Who	is	like	you,	majestic	in	
holiness,	awesome	in	glorious	deeds,	doing	
wonders?	12	You	stretched	out	your	right	hand;	
the	earth	swallowed	them.	13	“You	have	led	in	
your	steadfast	love	the	people	whom	you	have	
redeemed;	you	have	guided	them	by	your	
strength	to	your	holy	abode.	
Deuteronomy	32:10	&	11	“He	found	him	in	a	
desert	land,	and	in	the	howling	waste	of	the	
wilderness;	he	encircled	him,	he	cared	for	him,	
he	kept	him	as	the	apple	of	his	eye.	11	Like	an	
eagle	that	stirs	up	its	nest,	that	flutters	over	its	
young,	spreading	out	its	wings,	catching	them,	
bearing	them	on	its	pinions,	
	
B.	God’s	covenant	promises.	

	
Joshua	1:5–7	No	man	shall	be	able	to	stand	
before	you	all	the	days	of	your	life.	Just	as	I	was	
with	Moses,	so	I	will	be	with	you.	I	will	not	leave	
you	or	forsake	you.	6	Be	strong	and	courageous,	
for	you	shall	cause	this	people	to	inherit	the	land	
that	I	swore	to	their	fathers	to	give	them.	7	Only	
be	strong	and	very	courageous,	being	careful	to	
do	according	to	all	the	law	that	Moses	my	
servant	commanded	you.	Do	not	turn	from	it	to	
the	right	hand	or	to	the	left,	that	you	may	have	
good	success	wherever	you	go.	
2	Corinthians	1:20	For	all	the	promises	of	God	
find	their	Yes	in	him.	That	is	why	it	is	through	
him	that	we	utter	our	Amen	to	God	for	his	glory.	
Psalm	138:2	I	bow	down	toward	your	holy	
temple	and	give	thanks	to	your	name	for	your	
steadfast	love	and	your	faithfulness,	for	you	have	
exalted	above	all	things	your	name	and	your	
word.	
Jeremiah	33:3	Call	to	me	and	I	will	answer	you,	
and	will	tell	you	great	and	hidden	things	that	you	
have	not	known.	
James	1:5–8	If	any	of	you	lacks	wisdom,	let	him	
ask	God,	who	gives	generously	to	all	without	
reproach,	and	it	will	be	given	him.	6	But	let	him	
ask	in	faith,	with	no	doubting,	for	the	one	who	
doubts	is	like	a	wave	of	the	sea	that	is	driven	and	
tossed	by	the	wind.	7	For	that	person	must	not	
suppose	that	he	will	receive	anything	from	the	
Lord;	8	he	is	a	double-minded	man,	unstable	in	
all	his	ways.	
	
III.	The	Argument	of	Danger	(v10-12)	
A.	The	enemies	have	no	pity.	
	
Romans	3:10	&	11	as	it	is	written:	“None	is	
righteous,	no,	not	one;	11	no	one	understands;	
no	one	seeks	for	God.	
Romans	3:15–18	“Their	feet	are	swift	to	shed	
blood;	16	in	their	paths	are	ruin	and	misery,	17	
and	the	way	of	peace	they	have	not	known.”	18	
“There	is	no	fear	of	God	before	their	eyes.”	
	
B.	The	enemies	speak	arrogantly.	
	
Romans	3:13	&	14	“Their	throat	is	an	open	
grave;	they	use	their	tongues	to	deceive.”	“The	
venom	of	asps	is	under	their	lips.”	14	“Their	
mouth	is	full	of	curses	and	bitterness.”	



Jeremiah	48:29	&	30	We	have	heard	of	the	pride	
of	Moab—	he	is	very	proud—	of	his	loftiness,	his	
pride,	and	his	arrogance,	and	the	haughtiness	of	
his	heart.	30	I	know	his	insolence,	declares	the	
Lord;	his	boasts	are	false,	his	deeds	are	false.	
	
C.	The	enemies	have	tracked	me	down.	
	
1	Peter	5:8	Be	sober-minded;	be	watchful.	Your	
adversary	the	devil	prowls	around	like	a	roaring	
lion,	seeking	someone	to	devour.	
Ephesians	6:10–12	Finally,	be	strong	in	the	Lord	
and	in	the	strength	of	his	might.	11	Put	on	the	
whole	armor	of	God,	that	you	may	be	able	to	
stand	against	the	schemes	of	the	devil.	12	For	we	
do	not	wrestle	against	flesh	and	blood,	but	
against	the	rulers,	against	the	authorities,	against	
the	cosmic	powers	over	this	present	darkness,	
against	the	spiritual	forces	of	evil	in	the	heavenly	
places.	
	
IV.	The	Argument	In	Conclusion	(v13-15)	
A.	Arise,	O	Lord!	
	
Numbers	10:35	And	whenever	the	ark	set	out,	
Moses	said,	“Arise,	O	Lord,	and	let	your	enemies	
be	scattered,	and	let	those	who	hate	you	flee	
before	you.”	
Psalm	10:12	Arise,	O	Lord;	O	God,	lift	up	your	
hand;	forget	not	the	afflicted.	
Psalm	9:19	Arise,	O	Lord!	Let	not	man	prevail;	let	
the	nations	be	judged	before	you!	
Romans	8:32	He	who	did	not	spare	his	own	Son	
but	gave	him	up	for	us	all,	how	will	he	not	also	
with	him	graciously	give	us	all	things?	
	
B.	Plea	for	deliverance.	
	
Genesis	32:11	&	12	Please	deliver	me	from	the	
hand	of	my	brother,	from	the	hand	of	Esau,	for	I	
fear	him,	that	he	may	come	and	attack	me,	the	
mothers	with	the	children.	12	But	you	said,	‘I	will	
surely	do	you	good,	and	make	your	offspring	as	
the	sand	of	the	sea,	which	cannot	be	numbered	
for	multitude.’	”	
Exodus	3:8	and	I	have	come	down	to	deliver	
them	out	of	the	hand	of	the	Egyptians	and	to	
bring	them	up	out	of	that	land	to	a	good	and	
broad	land,	a	land	flowing	with	milk	and	honey,	
to	the	place	of	the	Canaanites,	the	Hittites,	the	

Amorites,	the	Perizzites,	the	Hivites,	and	the	
Jebusites.	
Deuteronomy	32:39	“	‘See	now	that	I,	even	I,	am	
he,	and	there	is	no	god	beside	me;	I	kill	and	I	
make	alive;	I	wound	and	I	heal;	and	there	is	none	
that	can	deliver	out	of	my	hand.	
	
C.	David’s	confidence	for	prayer	is	in	hope	of	the	
ressurection.	
	
1	John	3:1–3	See	what	kind	of	love	the	Father	has	
given	to	us,	that	we	should	be	called	children	of	
God;	and	so	we	are.	The	reason	why	the	world	
does	not	know	us	is	that	it	did	not	know	him.	2	
Beloved,	we	are	God’s	children	now,	and	what	
we	will	be	has	not	yet	appeared;	but	we	know	
that	when	he	appears	we	shall	be	like	him,	
because	we	shall	see	him	as	he	is.	3	And	
everyone	who	thus	hopes	in	him	purifies	himself	
as	he	is	pure.	
Romans	8:28–31	And	we	know	that	for	those	
who	love	God	all	things	work	together	for	good,	
for	those	who	are	called	according	to	his	
purpose.	29	For	those	whom	he	foreknew	he	also	
predestined	to	be	conformed	to	the	image	of	his	
Son,	in	order	that	he	might	be	the	firstborn	
among	many	brothers.	30	And	those	whom	he	
predestined	he	also	called,	and	those	whom	he	
called	he	also	justified,	and	those	whom	he	
justified	he	also	glorified.	31	What	then	shall	we	
say	to	these	things?	If	God	is	for	us,	who	can	be	
against	us?	


