
 

 

Lk 22:47-65 

The Cross Is Our Only Hope (Pt 1)  

 

Intro: If I were to ask you what biblical truth initially drew you to faith, you probably have different answers. 

For me, it was the truth of the cross. I remember looking at a picture in a children’s Bible when I was very 

young and seeing Jesus hanging on the cross. Something stirred in my heart. Years later, when my mother took 

me to visit an evangelical Bible church, it was the cross that drew me. Something hit me saying: the cross is my 

only hope.  

 

 (1 Cor 2:2) “For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”  

 

The cross is central. No Christian, or church body, grows beyond the cross. We don’t evolve or progress to 

greater things. The cross always has, and always will, hold the most prominent place.  

 

As we come to the home stretch of Luke, our focus will be on the cross. The reoccurring theme we will see is 

the cross is our only hope. All the momentum moves rapidly toward the cross and we see specific events: 

betrayal, rejection, suffering. In these we can learn a few things about discipleship, but more importantly, have 

our hearts moved to a Savior who bleeds and dies on the cross for us.  

 

1. The darkness of betrayal and rejection (47-53) 

 

A. Betrayal (47-48) 

• Throughout the gospel we’ve seen crowds flock to Jesus to hear teaching and receive healing. This is a 

different type of crowd—a mixture of Jewish leaders and Roman soldiers (Jn 18:3), led by Judas to arrest 

Jesus.  

• We need to remind ourselves that Judas is not just a character in a fiction story. He is a real flesh and blood 

soul. He’s a real disciple who fell away.  

 

Illus: What does Judas have to teach us? At one level, he is unique. No one else can repeat his action of 

betraying Jesus to death. But he is an example, warning of how any disciple can fall away.  

 

“One of the twelve”  

 



 

 

I was saddened to hear of a Christian leader who, by his own admission, fell away recently. Some of you may 

know the name Joshua Harris. He was a major figure in the Christian sexual purity movement of the late 90’s. 

He wrote the book I Kissed Dating Goodbye. When I was in seminary he preached in chapel. I sat a stone’s 

throw away soaking in his teaching from God’s Word. God used Joshua Harris in my own life. I never 

questioned his sincerity or thought he was a fraud.  

 

Recently he went public that he and his wife are divorcing. The tip of the iceberg he posted on Instagram:  

“The information that was left out of our announcement is that I have undergone a massive shift in regard to my 

faith in Jesus…the biblical phrase is “falling away” By all the measurement I have for defining a Christian, I am 

not a Christian. Many people tell me that there is a different way to practice faith, and I want to remain open to 

this, but I’m not there now.” (Instagram post, 7/26/2019).  

 

I want us to be very cautious with this info. We need to be deeply saddened, not cast judgment, or try to figure 

out where the deficit was in his life or teaching. He stands before the Lord as Judge, as we all do. I share this 

only to remind us: any disciple can fall away…including any of us. **We all have the same world, flesh, and 

devil assaulting us. Remember that, Christian friends…so we will remain friends into eternity.  

 

Let’s take to heart the warnings from one pastor: 

“The older I become, the more I see the threats and hazards in the Christian experience. Not everyone who 

starts well finishes well. The dangers of backsliding and the warning against apostasy are real.” (Brian G. 

Hedges Watchfulness)  

 

B. Rejection (52-53) 

• Is 53:3 foretells this moment, “He was despised and rejected by men.” 

• Here are men—chief priests, temple police, elders—ironically called to do God’s work—all rejecting God.  

 

Jesus states the reality: This is your hour and the power of darkness.  

 

Apply: Rejecting Christ means living in darkness. That’s how the Bible describes the spiritual state of all who 

reject Jesus. Darkness.  Darkness describes satanic influence. You don’t need to have a sword or club in your 

hand and have lived 2000 years ago. You can simply say in your heart: I don’t need Jesus. I don’t want Jesus.   

If that’s true, Satan is the chief influencer in your life.  

 



 

 

Salvation is described in terms of turning from darkness to light.  

(Acts 26:18)—Paul recounts his conversion and calling to Agrippa.  

18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they 

may receive forgiveness of sins. 

 

2. The brokenness from a failed disciple (54-62) 

• This is a classic story and people familiar with their Bibles know it.  

• One preacher got it right, “Peter’s sheer humanity makes him everyone’s teacher” (Hughes). 

• Even though this was such a painful fall, it was probably the most teachable night of his life.  

 

We get a good picture of Peter’s problem (v54) - “and Peter was following at a distance.”  

 

**Nothing really good comes from our livse when we follow Jesus at a distance.  

It reminds me of a bumper sticker I saw once: it had the simple words: Are you following Jesus this closely?  

In other words, there is a safe distance to follow another vehicle, yet discipleship is not about following Jesus at 

a safe distance.  

 

—A distant following leads to Peter’s denial.  

• The narrative is really dramatic.  

• First, Peter is brought into the light (v56) “as he sat in the light”  

—It reminds us of the opportunity Jesus says his follower have to bear witness.  

 

Next, Peter is “charged” simply with being around Jesus…and 3 times he lies about it.  

—He goes even further, saying “I do not know him.”  Knowing Jesus is the very essence of being a disciple!  

• This is Peter’s sifting as Jesus predicted (v31), if only he took to heart Jesus’s words: “pray that you may not 

enter into temptation”. 

• Vs 60, just as Jesus predicted, a rooster crows after the 3rd denial.  

But then something miraculous happens. Something we don’t see in Judas but see in Peter: Repentance.  

 

—There is a world of difference with how humans respond to moral failure. We either have godly sorrow or 

worldly sorrow.  



 

 

(2 Cor 7:10) “For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief 

produces death.” 

 

Here is the basic difference:  

—Worldly grief: just concerned with getting caught and consequences.  “What will people think of me?” “What 

does this cost me?” 

—Godly grief: so saddened that God’s honor, glory and reputation has been offended. “What does God think of 

me?” “What will people think of God?” 

 

• So what’s the difference between a Judas and a Peter?  

• There are a lot of powerful images in 61-62: Like the conviction when Jesus stares at Peter, the power of 

Jesus’s Word, the bitter weeping.  

• But at the heart of Peter’s repentance is indeed his heart. The type of heart described in Lk 5, that cares most 

about what God thinks.  

 

(Lk 5:8)—Peter falls before Jesus “saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.’” 

This is a heart with a profound sense of need. It doesn’t care what others think.  

**That’s a person Jesus can pick up and use again.  

 

He is a broken man. Broken people know how much they need the mercy of the cross. They know the cross is  

their only hope.  

Decades later, Peter is able to reflect back as helooks at the meaning of Christ on the cross and writes this:  

(Pet 2:24) “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to  

righteousness…” 

 

Apply: After a painful failure, Peter learned what is so central: the cross in my only hope.  

We’ve spent enough time on disciples and failures. Let’s turn our attention now to the Lord Jesus, who is 

worthy of our worship.   

 

3. The undeserved mercy in a humble King (63-65)  

• Scattered throughout the crucifixion narrative are acts of mercy from Jesus.  



 

 

• We think of his earth-shattering words towards the ones naming him to the cross “Father, forgive them for 

they know not what they do.” (23:34)  

• The main act of mercy here is what Jesus does for a servant of the high priest (50).  

• In an act of misguided zeal (50) a guy lost his right ear. I’ve not known anyone who has had that specific 

injury, but I have a hunch that it hurts.  

• Yet here Jesus does something that highlights his very life, ministry, mission and purpose.  

• V51 “He touched his ear and healed him”. 

 

**Sometimes something from the Bible will really hit us hard and sink in—an image, truth, story, or promise. 

This image did it to me this week. I thought over and over about it.  A sheer act of mercy, love, and 

compassion...giving an enemy what he does not deserve.  

 

Jesus lives out his own teaching 

(Lk 6:27) “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you.”  

(Lk 6:36) “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”  

 

• The High Priest’s servant is not an innocent bystander. He is helping to arrest Jesus.  

In fact, the way Jesus acts might seem confusing to us: He rebukes his friends and heals his foes.   

Jesus displays mercy to undeserving enemies. That’s getting at the heart of the gospel and the meaning of the 

cross. Jesus came into enemy territory, and mercifully gives his life to heal enemies.  

 

If you remember nothing else today, remember this: Jesus mercifully makes enemies whole. He gives enemies 

what they don’t deserve.  

•  The display of that love, and the fulfillment of scripture (Is 53) is further found in our closing verse 63-65. 

Jesus suffers abuse to make enemies whole and give what they don’t deserve. 

• Reminds us of (Rom 5:6-8)  

“6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a 

righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for 

us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 

Conclusion: The only right way to respond to the truth of the cross is with faith. Or, have it as your only hope. 

Is the cross your only hope today? The saddest part about Josh Harris’s story—and every story like his— is that 



 

 

he says he no longer needs the cross in his life. He might word it a hundred different ways, but it boils down to 

that.  

 

Friends, the main thing about being a Christian is that we need the truth of the cross in our life...every day. We 

desperately need it. Let every day be a day we say: The cross is my only hope.  

 

 

 

 


