
Riches of His Grace -- For the Riches of His Glory 

Grace is God giving what we do not deserve -- Mercy is God not doing what we do deserve 
(July 19, 2020)  (Ephesians 1-3) 

 

Word of God is powerful -- not prayer: 
● Word of God is powerful:  Hebrews 4:12 KJV   For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful, 

and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
● Romans 1:16 KJV   For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 

unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
● The real Lord’s Prayer is in John 17 KJV:  Matthew 6:9-13 KJV  is a prayer outline given by Jesus 
● Apostle Paul’s outline as he ceases not to give thanks and prays:  Ephesians 1:17-23 KJV   That 

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him: (18) The eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance in the saints, (19) And what [is] the exceeding greatness of his power to 
us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, (20) Which he wrought in 
Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set [him] at his own right hand in the heavenly 
[places], (21) Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: (22) And hath put all 
[things] under his feet, and gave him [to be] the head over all [things] to the church, (23) Which 
is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
● That -- verse 17:  “spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him” 
● That -- verse 18:  “understanding being enlightened” 
● What -- verse 19:  “exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe” 
● The prayer is for knowledge; understanding; application -- appeal to God’s grace for 

learning 
● Apostle Paul’s second outline as he bows to his “knees unto the Father”:  Ephesians 3:16-19 

KJV   That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner man; (17) That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, (18) May be able to comprehend with all saints what [is] 
the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; (19) And to know the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 
● That -- verse 16: “ he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 

strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man” 
● That -- verse 17:  “Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith” 
● That -- verse 17-18:  “May be able to comprehend . . . . breadth, and length, and depth, 

and height” 
● That -- verse 19:  “that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God” 
● The prayer is for strength; indwelling; comprehend in love; be filled -- help to live prayer  

Prayer outlines are appealing to the grace of God: 
● Riches of His glory:  Ephesians 1:18 KJV;  Ephesians 3:16 KJV 
● Riches of His grace:  Ephesians 1:7 KJV;  Ephesians 2:7 KJV;  Ephesians 3:7-8 KJV; 

Ephesians 3:7-8 KJV 
● Grace defined:  Free unmerited love and favor of God;  Favorable influence of God; Divine 

influence or the influence of the spirit, in renewing the heart and restraining from sin;  Love and 
mercy given to us by God because God desires us to have it, not necessarily because of anything 
we have done to earn it 



● Paul opens and closes his Epistles with the idea of grace;  Peter opens and closes his Epistles 
with grace;  John closes the Bible with:  Revelation 22:21 KJV   The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ [be] with you all. Amen. 

Grace examined -- starter phase: 
● GRACE: God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense -- God’s riches/salvation/eternal live at Christ’s 

expense 
● Phrase “found grace” 18 times in OT -- “find grace” 10 times in OT:  Old Testament is about 

finding “grace” -- New Testament is about “grace” finding us 
● We start with salvation:  Romans 3:24 KJV   Being justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  and  Ephesians 2:8-9 KJV   For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: (9) Not of works, lest any man should 
boast. 

● We transition into doers:  James 1:22-25 KJV   But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own selves. (23) For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like 
unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: (24) For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his 
way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. (25) But whoso looketh into the 
perfect law of liberty, and continueth [therein], he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of 
the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 

God’s grace -- concept of born again:  
● First introduced -- Jesus to Nicodemus:  John 3:3 KJV   Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, 

verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
● Paul introduces Jesus Christ:  Colossians 1:3 KJV   We give thanks to God and the Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 
● The first born of God:  Colossians 1:15 KJV   Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 

of every creature: 
● The firstborn of the dead:  Colossians 1:18 KJV   And he is the head of the body, the church: who 

is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all [things] he might have the 
preeminence. 
● Hebrews 1:5-6 tells “I begotten thee”; I am “a Father”; he is “a Son”; “worship Him” 

● The only way out of the dead:  John 3:5 KJV   Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and [of] the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

● No biggie -- marvel not:  John 3:7 KJV   Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
● Born again of God:  John 1:12-13 KJV   But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 

become the sons of God, [even] to them that believe on his name: (13) Which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

● Now walk:  Colossians 2:6 KJV   As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, [so] walk 
ye in him: 

GRACE: God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense: 
● He was rich and became poor for us to become rich:  2 Corinthians 8:9 KJV   For ye know the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be rich. 

● God gives grace for us to do good works:  2 Corinthians 9:8 KJV   And God [is] able to make all 
grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all [things], may abound to 
every good work: 

● God’s gives “Riches of His glory” and “Riches of His grace”:  2 Corinthians 9:11 KJV   Being 
enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 

● Why did God do it -- For His good pleasure:  Revelation 4:11 KJV   Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure 
they are and were created. 

 



 


