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Timothy has been given a sacred trust by God, therefore he is to guard and use it well. 

There is a famine in the land. ‘Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, but rather for hearing 

the words of the Lord’ (Amos 8:11) 

 

As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command 

certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer or to devote themselves to myths and 

endless genealogies. Such things promote controversial speculations rather than advancing 

God’s work—which is by faith. The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure 

heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. Some have departed from these and have turned 

to meaningless talk. They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are 

talking about or what they so confidently affirm. (1 Timothy 1:3-7) 

 
 Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies once made 

about you, so that by recalling them you may fight the battle well, holding on to faith and a 

good conscience, which some have rejected and so have suffered shipwreck with regard to the 

faith. Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to be 

taught not to blaspheme. (1 Timothy 1:18-20) 

 

Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, if I am 

delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is 

the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. (1 Timothy 3:14-15) 

 

Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both 

yourself and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:16) 

 

Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when 

you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the sight of God, who 

gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the 

good confession, I charge you to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing 

of our Lord Jesus Christ… (1 Timothy 6:12-14) 

 

I. Timothy is to protect and promote God’s Truth in the church. (v. 20a) 

(Gr. Paratheke, par-ath-ay'-kay) 3x - a deposit, a trust or thing consigned to one's faithful 

keeping. Used of the correct knowledge and pure doctrine of the gospel, to be held firmly and 

faithfully, and to be conscientiously delivered unto others.  

 



Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt 

compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s 

holy people. (Jude 1:3) 

 

II. Timothy is to avoid empty and fruitless discussions with the ungodly… (v. 20b) 

Godless (Gr. Bebelos, beb'-ay-los) 5x (3- 1 Tim., 1-2 Tim., Heb.)  accessible, lawful to be 

trodden (as in the court of the Gentiles), profane, unholy, common, heathen, wicked. 

 

But reject those myths fit only for the godless and gullible, and train yourself for godliness. (1 

Timothy 4:7) 

 

And see to it that no one becomes an immoral or godless person… (Hebrews 12:16) 

 

Chatter: (Gr. kenophonea, ken-of-o-nee'-ah) 2x (2 Tim.) empty discussion of vain and useless 

matters that are devoid of the truth. 

 

III. Timothy is to refuse to discuss ideas that are not grounded in Scripture. (v. 20c) 

Opposing: (Gr. Antithesis, an-tith'-es-is) 1x 

Falsely called: (Gr. Pseudonumos, psyoo-do'-noo-mos) 1x false or fake name 

Knowledge: (Gr. Gnosis, gno'-sis) 29x 

 

The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it? 

(Jeremiah 17:9) 

 

Sanctify them by the truth; your Word is truth. (John 17:17) 

 

Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of this age, you 

should become “fools” so that you may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is 

foolishness in God’s sight. As it is written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” and again, 

“The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” (1 Corinthians 3:18-20) 

 

My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the 

full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, 

Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. I tell you this so that no 

one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. For though I am absent from you in body, I 

am present with you in spirit and delight to see how disciplined you are and how firm your faith 

in Christ is. So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in 

him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing 

with thankfulness. See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 

philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world 

rather than on Christ. For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and in 

Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 

(Colossians 2:2-9) 



 

“Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You 

yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering.” (Luke 11:52) 

 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both 

now and forever! Amen. (2 Peter 3:18) 

 

IV. Embracing worldly knowledge will lead people away from true faith and salvation. (v. 

21a) 

For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their 

own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching 

ears want to hear. (2 Timothy 4:3) 

 

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among 

you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who 

bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their depraved 

conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. In their greed these teachers will exploit 

you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their 

destruction has not been sleeping… These people are springs without water and mists driven by 

a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by 

appealing to the lustful desires of the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those 

who live in error. They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity—

for “people are slaves to whatever has mastered them.” If they have escaped the corruption of 

the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are 

overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. It would have been 

better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to 

turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. Of them the proverbs are 

true: “A dog returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns to her wallowing in the 

mud.”  (2 Peter 2:1-3, 17-22) 

 

For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to 

deceive, if possible, even the elect. (Matthew 24:24) 

 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 

the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) 

 

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen me and still you 

do not believe. All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will 

never drive away. For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of 

him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he 

has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks 



to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 

(John 6:35-40) 

 

Examine yourselves to see if your faith is really genuine. Test yourselves. If you cannot tell that 

Jesus Christ is among you, it means you have failed the test. (2 Corinthians 13:5 NLT) 

 

V. It is only the grace of God that keeps anyone on the straight and narrow path. (v. 

21b) 

Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be 

strengthened by grace, not by eating ceremonial foods, which is of no benefit to those who do 

so. (Hebrews 13:9) 

 

Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of 

believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all 

grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will 

himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and 

ever. Amen. (1 Peter 5:8-11) 


