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1 Peter 2:5b ...an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now 
the people of God: which had not obtained mercy , but now have obtained mercy .  
 
In part 1, we discussed what a priest is, what the roles of the Aaronic and Levitical priests were, 
and how we are similar to the Levitical priests in our priesthood in service to Jesus Christ. 
 
In part 2, we discussed what it means to be both a holy and a royal priesthood and how that 
differs from the Aaronic and Levitical priesthood. 
 
In part 3, we will discuss our royal priesthood and the service we offer to God through Jesus 
Christ. 
 
5b ...an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Consider the work of our high priest, Jesus Christ. Our works are only acceptable to God 
through him.  
 

Hebrews 9:1-8 1 Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a 
worldly sanctuary. 2 For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and 
the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. 3 And after the second veil, the 
tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; 4 Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the 
covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and 
Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; 5 And over it the cherubims of glory 
shadowing the mercy seat; of which we cannot now speak particularly. 6 Now when these things 
were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing 
the service of God. 7 But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, 
not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people: 8 
The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made 
manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: 

 
Matthew 27:50-51 (Also Mark 15:38 and Luke 23:45) 50 Jesus, when he had cried 
again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 

 
The veil that was torn was the second veil. 
 
The second veil... 
...separated God, the priests, and the people. 
...was only passed through by the high priest.  
...was very thick (some say a hand’s breadth). 
...was torn from the top to the bottom upon the death of our Lord.  
 
The tearing of the second veil may symbolize... 
...the end of the Aaronic/Levitical priesthood. 
...God’s grief at the suffering and death of His Son. 
...the piercing of Jesus’ body and the tearing of his flesh 
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Most certainly the tearing of the veil indicated a change in the relationship between God and his 
elect children through His eternal royal high priest who is after the order of Melchizedek, Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 
Hebrews describes the change in the relationship between God and his elect children by the 
sacrificial work of the royal high priest, Jesus Christ. 
 

Hebrews 10:8-14 8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and 
offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 9 
Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may 
establish the second. 10 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and 
offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: 12 But this man, after he 
had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; 13 From 
henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 14 For by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified.  

 
Hebrews 10:15-22 15 Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had 
said before, 16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I 
will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 17 And their sins and 
iniquities will I remember no more. 18 Now where remission of these is, there is no more 
offering for sin. 19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 And having an high priest over the house of God; 22 
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an 
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.  

 
“...there is no more offering for sin”. The high priestly work of Jesus Christ was finished when he 
proclaimed it is finished (John 19:30). His perfect blood and body were a satisfactory sacrifice 
so that no further physical or material sacrifice would ever be required by God. His sacrifice 
enables us to have boldness “to enter into the holiest...through the veil”. We can now draw near 
to God without fear of punishment and death. 
 
Because of this, we no longer need another man to intercede on our behalf.  Not apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; (Ephesians 4:11). No, 
It is Christ that died , yea rather, that is risen again , who is even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us (Romans 8:34). 
 
Charles Hodge (19th century Presbyterian theologian and philosopher) in his commentary on 
Romans: Christian ministers are not priests, i.e., they are not appointed to "offer gifts and sacrifices for 
sins." It is no part of their work to make atonement for the people; this Christ has done by the one offering 
up of himself, whereby he has for ever perfected them that are sanctified, A priest, according to the 
Scriptures, is one appointed for men who have not liberty of access to God, to draw nigh to him in their 
behalf, and to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sin. In this sense Christ is our only Priest. The 
priesthood of believers consists in their having (through Christ) liberty of access unto God, 
and offering themselves and their services as a living sacrifice unto him. In one aspect, the 
fundamental error of the church of Rome is the doctrine that Christian ministers are priests. This assumes 
that sinners cannot come to God through Christ, and that it is only through the intervention of the priests 
men can be made partakers of the benefits of redemption. This is to put the keys of heaven into the hands 
of priests. It is to turn men from Christ to those who cannot save. 
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If we are now an holy priesthood and a royal priesthood by the finished work of our royal high 
priest, Jesus Christ, what is our work of service to God? We have the Levitical example, which 
was a type and shadow of what would come in the fullness of time: an eternal, royal, priesthood 
of believers. The Levites served God by service to the high priest and to the people.  
 

Titus 3:4-7 4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared , 5 
Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7 That being justified by his grace, we should be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 
5b …an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Peter describes our sacrifices as spiritual, meaning that the new priesthood is no longer 
obligated to offer physical or material sacrifices of blood and and flesh and that the Holy Ghost 
is the force behind such sacrifices. If that is so, what do we sacrifice? (What follows is an 
incomplete list.) 
 
We offer sacrifices of... 
 
Our self-governance. 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 

 
1 Samuel 15:22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams.  

 
Our service to sin. 

Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might 
be destroyed , that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

 
Our affections and lusts. 

Galatians 5:24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections 
and lusts. 

 
Our self-righteousness and worldliness. 

James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

 
Matthew 9:10-13 10 And it came to pass , as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold , many 
publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees 
saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? 12 But 
when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that 
are sick. 13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth , I will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  

 
Hosea 6:6 For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than 
burnt offerings. 
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Our bodies, minds, and pride. 
Romans 12:1-4 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, 
to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of 
faith.  
 

Our personal preferences. 
Romans 14:16-23 16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of: 17 For the kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 18 
For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. 19 Let us 
therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one 
may edify another. 20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it 
is evil for that man who eateth with offence. 21 It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink 
wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. 

 
Our praise. 

1 Peter 2:9b that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light: 

 
Hebrews 13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 

 
Our good works. 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

 
Hebrews 13:16 16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased. 

 
The priesthood of believers and their sacrifices are for one purpose alone: to glorify the Father 
and the son. 
 

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

 
Revelation 1:6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Summary:  
The priesthood of believers... 
...Is only possible through the sacrifice of our high priest, Jesus Christ. 
...Is only possible by the renewing power of the Holy Ghost. 
...Requires spiritual sacrifices, not physical or material sacrifices of blood and flesh. 
...Is for the glory of God. 
 


