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“PRAYER:  GIVING VOICE TO OUR FAITH”

I. Introduction 

A. Why is prayer such an essential part of the Christian life?  

1. There are several ways to answer that question.  

2. For one thing, prayer is one of the key evidences of our conversion.  

3. A Christian’s prayers are the pulse of his faith.  

4. Prayer is also the chief way in which we display our gratitude to 
God. 

5. We cannot express our thanks to God if we fail to pray.  

6. Furthermore, as John Calvin once noted, prayer is the means by 
which “we reach those riches which are laid up for us with the 
Heavenly Father… nothing is promised to be expected from the 
Lord, which we are not also bidden to ask of him in 
prayers.” [Institutes, 3.20.1]  

7. The Christian who neglects prayer is like a person who has been 
told the exact location of a buried treasure, but who cannot be 
bothered to go and dig it up.  

B. Prayer is essential, but it is not easy.  

1. The busyness, cares, amusements, distractions, and 
discouragements of life tend to keep us from devoting much time 
and energy to prayer. 

2. Our Lord knows that prayer is hard for us.  

3. This is why he gave us this portion of Scripture.  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4. As we study this text this morning, we will see how it provides us 
with three encouragements to cultivate a life of prayer.  

II. A Parable about Persistence  

A. The passage begins with a parable about persistence in prayer.  

1. Luke introduces this parable by saying that Jesus “told them a 
parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose 
heart.”  

2. That statement connects this passage with Jesus’s teaching about 
the coming of the kingdom of God in the last part of chapter 17.  

3. In that text, Jesus speaks of “the day when the Son of Man is 
revealed,” terminology that most Christians throughout history 
have understood to be referring to the return of Christ at the end of 
this age.  

4. However, there are some who contend that this refers to the 
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  

5. The reason why they say this is because they believe that the 
church will enjoy a golden age of worldwide triumph before Christ 
returns.  

6. The fact that there is no mention of such a golden age in Luke 17 
makes it necessary for them to propose a different way of 
understanding what Jesus means when he speaks of the coming of 
the Son of Man in this text.  

7. One of the reasons why I and most other interpreters are not 
persuaded by this proposal is because there are other passages that 
contain similar predictions that are unmistakably about Christ’s 
Second Coming. (see Mt. 24:29-31; 2 Thess. 1:5-10; 2:8; Rev. 20:7-10)  

8. Another reason is that the scope and intensity of the description of 
the coming of the kingdom in Luke 17 fit much better with the 
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Second Coming than with the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  

9. That being the case, it is best to understand Jesus’s teaching in Luke 
17 about “the day when the Son of Man is revealed” as referring to 
the day at the end of this present age when he will return in glory 
to consummate the kingdom of God.  

B. Now, the reason why I mention this is because it helps us to understand 
why Jesus would tell a parable to show us that we “ought always to pray 
and not lose heart.”  

1. One of the main things that stands out when we consider the New 
Testament teaching about the Second Coming is that no one knows 
when it will take place.  

2. It can seem like it is something that will only take place far off in 
the distant future.  

3. As we live in this present evil age and wait for the arrival of that 
great and glorious day, there are times when we are tempted to lose 
heart.  

4. This is why Jesus told this parable about the persistent widow.

C. There are two key figures in the parable:  the widow and the judge.  

1. The judge is described as a man who neither feared God nor 
respected man.  

2. The widow is described as someone who was in desperate need of 
justice against her adversary.  

3. In the ancient world, widows who did not have any male relatives 
to watch out for them were in a highly vulnerable position.  

4. This is why the Mosaic law set forth provisions for ensuring that 
widows were protected.  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5. In the situation that Jesus describes in this parable, the judge 
should have leaped into action to ensure that this woman was not 
denied justice.  

6. His failure to do so demonstrated that he was an unjust judge and a 
wicked man.  

D. In spite of this, the widow did not give up.  

1. Day after day she kept coming to the judge and putting her case 
before him.  

2. Eventually, he grew weary of her entreaties and he relented.  

3. Now, he did not give her justice because his conscience got the 
better of him or because he was moved to pity.  

4. We know this because he admits that he neither fears God nor 
respects man.  

5. He is simply tired of being bothered by this widow.  

6. He gives her justice because he feels beaten down by her continual 
coming.  

7. The widow’s persistence paid off.  

8. She wore the judge down.  

9. She finally got what she was looking for. 

E. This parable helps us to see the importance of persistence in prayer.  

1. Like the widow, we are in a vulnerable position as we go through 
this life.  

2. We are engaged in serious warfare against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil.  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3. If we try to fight these battles by relying on our own wisdom and 
strength, we will be overwhelmed by the forces that are arrayed 
against us.  

4. This is another reason why prayer is such an important part of the 
Christian life.  

5. It is by prayer that we show ourselves to be utterly dependent on 
God. 

6. And this parable tells us that the Lord wants us to be determined, 
tireless, and even tenacious in presenting our requests to him.  

7. We find a similar picture in Isaiah 62, where the prophet says this:  
“On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set my watchmen; all the day 
and all the night they shall never be silent.  You who put the LORD 
in remembrance, take no rest, and give him no rest until he 
establishes Jerusalem and makes it a praise in the earth.” (Isa. 
62:6-7)  

8. God wants us to wear him out with our prayers.  

9. Of course, that would not actually be possible, but it is the image 
that God uses to urge us to persevere in prayer.  

10. And notice that the focus in the persistent prayer that is described 
in Isaiah 62 is the establishment of Jerusalem.  

11. This helps us to see that, while the Lord certainly wants us to bring 
all of our needs before him in prayer, he especially wants us to pray 
for the advance of his kingdom.  

III. A Promise for God’s Elect  

A. This brings us to the second encouragement that this passage gives us 
about prayer:  the promise that it gives to God’s elect.  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1. After describing the actions of the unrighteous judge, Jesus then 
uses this image to make an argument from the lesser to the greater.  

2. If the widow’s persistence with the unjust judge caused him to 
relent and give her justice, how much more will our persistence in 
prayer be rewarded by the God who is perfectly just?  

3. Again, the point here is not that we should think that we can wear 
God out or bend him to our will.  

4. The point is simply to highlight the idea of persistence.  

5. God wants us to cry out to him day and night.  

6. He does not call us to do this because he needs persuading.  

7. He calls us to do it because this is one of the principle ways our 
faith is exercised, tested, and strengthened.  

8. We need to learn to wait upon the Lord.  

B. Another thing to take note of is the fact that Jesus refers to believers as 
God’s elect.  

1. The fact that we are the elect of God should be a great 
encouragement to us in our prayers.  

2. We are God’s chosen ones, the ones whom he predestined in love 
for adoption as sons through Christ.  

3. When we call upon the Lord in prayer, we cry out, “Abba!  Father!”  

4. Furthermore, Jesus was speaking of the elect when he said these 
words in John 6:  “this is the will of him who sent me, that I should 
lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last 
day.” (Jn. 6:39)  

5. Christ laid down his life for the sake of our redemption.  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6. Because of his high priestly ministry on our behalf, we can 
confidently draw near to the throne of grace, trusting that we will 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

7. God will never turn a deaf ear to his elect.  

8. He will not delay long, but will give us justice speedily.  

9. From our point of view, it may seem like there is an undue delay of 
justice, but we can be confident that God will bring justice in his 
perfect timing.  

C. Why does Jesus speak of our need for “justice” here?  

1. He does so because the Bible does not promise us a life of ease as 
we follow Christ in this present age.  

2. On the contrary, the Scriptures tell us to expect opposition and 
persecution and mistreatment and ridicule from the world.  

3. Jesus told the disciples, “If they persecuted me, they will persecute 
you… In the world you will have tribulation.  But take heart; I have 
overcome the world.” (Jn. 15:20b; 16:33)  

4. When Paul and Barnabas were giving new believers instruction in 
the faith, they told them, “through many tribulations we must enter 
the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:22)  

5. And Paul told Timothy, “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life 
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted”. (2 Tim. 3:12)  

6. For as long as this present age endures, the day when our faith will 
be vindicated remains somewhere ahead of us, somewhere in the 
future.  

7. This is why we need to keep Paul’s words from Romans 8:16 
constantly on our hearts:  “I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
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revealed to us.” (Rom. 8:18)  

IV. An Admonition to Exercise Faith 

A. We turn now to the third encouragement that this passage gives us about 
prayer:  an admonition to exercise our faith by being a people of prayer.  

1. This is the point that Jesus is making when he asks this question at 
the end of our text:  “Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on the earth?”  

2. As we pointed out earlier, the Old Testament background in Daniel 
tells us that when Jesus speaks of the coming of the Son of Man, he 
is talking about his coming in glory at the end of this age.  

3. Now, in asking this rhetorical question, Jesus is not saying that on 
the day when he returns there won’t be anyone left on the earth 
who has true faith.  

4. We know that our Lord will succeed in building his church.  

5. The gates of hell will not prevail against it.  

6. Christ will gather in all of his elect during the period in between his 
first and second comings.  

7. There most certainly will be a church on earth when Jesus returns.  

B. That being said, our Lord’s words here, paired with the teaching of many 
other passages, indicate that the state of affairs at the time of his second 
coming will be characterized by widespread evil in the world and by 
substantial apostasy in the church.  

1. Here is how the great Dutch Reformed theologian Herman Bavinck 
summarizes the biblical teaching on this:  “In the last days, the days 
that precede the return of Christ, the wickedness of human beings 
will rise to a fearful level.  The days of Noah will return.  Lust, 
sensual pleasures, lawlessness, greed, unbelief, pride, mockery, and 
slander will erupt in fearful ways.  Among believers as well there 
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will be extensive apostasy.  Temptations will be so powerful that, if 
it were possible, even the elect would be caused to fall.  The love of 
many will grow cold, and vigilance will diminish to the extent that 
the wise will fall asleep along with the foolish virgins.  Apostasy 
will be so general that Jesus can ask whether at his coming the Son 
of Man will still find faith on the earth.” [Reformed Dogmatics, vol. 4, 
674]  

2. The Bible does not tell us these things in order to discourage us.  

3. It tells us about them in order to make us vigilant.  

4. The world will always be pressuring believers to be conformed to 
its pattern. 

5. Life’s trials, and sorrows, and uncertainties will always be putting 
our faith to the test.  

6. But we must not lose heart.  

7. We have to remember that this slight momentary affliction is 
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.  

8. We have to look to the things that are unseen rather than to the 
things that are seen.  

9. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 
unseen are eternal.  

C. When we consider the question that Jesus asks in verse 8 in the larger 
context of this passage, we are pointed to the close connection between 
faith and prayer.  

1. Augustine of Hippo explains this connection nicely when he says, 
“When faith fails, prayer dies.  In order to pray, then, we must have 
faith; and that our faith fail not, we must pray.  Faith pours forth 
prayer; and the pouring forth of the heart in prayer gives 
steadfastness to faith.”  



Luke 18:1-8 (a.m.)
Exposition of Luke, #68

Page !  of !10 10 Grace PC, Laconia (7/8/18)
Rev. Andy Wilson

2. There is a symbiotic relationship between faith and prayer.  

3. One of the most important ways for you to exercise and sustain 
your faith is by cultivating a robust prayer life.  

4. If your prayer life is feeble and weak, then the same is probably 
true of your faith.  

V. Conclusion 

A. If you need further motivation to pray, consider these words from the 
epistle of James:  “You do not have, because you do not ask.” (Jas. 4:2)  

B. Who knows what you are missing out on when you fail to pray! 

C. And here is one more thing to consider:  you can be sure that your enemy 
the devil understands the importance of prayer for the Christian life.  

D. That is why he sets his sights on trying to hinder you in your prayers.  

E. With that in mind, I want to conclude by urging you take to heart these 
words from J.C. Ryle:  “Do we ever feel a secret inclination to hurry our 
prayers, or shorten our prayers, or become careless about our prayers, or 
omit our prayers altogether?  Let us be sure, when we do, that it is a direct 
temptation from the devil.  He is trying to sap and undermine the very 
citadel of our souls, and to cast us down to hell.  Let us resist the 
temptation, and cast it behind our backs.  Let us resolve to pray on 
steadily, patiently, perseveringly, and let us never doubt that it does us 
good.”


