
 
THE SELF-RIGHTEOUS RULER 

Luke 18:18-27 

This story is found in 3 gospels and in all 3 it follows the account of parents bringing _______ to Jesus to bless 

This young man is commendable: he asks the right _________ of the right person & sincerely seeks the answer 

I. JESUS FOCUSES ON THE ABSOLUTE _________________ OF GOD 

 A. Jesus challenges the polite flattery of the young man because he asks how to inherit _____________  

  1) Why do you call me good? = Why do you call any human being good? There is ______ that is good 

  2) God is the standard of true __________ and all human beings fall short of that standard (Rom. 3:23) 

 B. Some believe Jesus here admits that He is not sinless or divine, but he actually implies the ________  

  Jesus sets the _________ of how to inherit eternal life within the framework of God-kind-of-goodness 

II. JESUS FOCUSES ON THE CONVICTING _____________ OF GOD 

 A. Jesus does not teach that we can gain eternal life by___________ the Law, but makes 2 other points: 

  1) The 10 Commandments are a definition of true goodness for they reveal the ____________ of God 

  2) The purpose of the Law is to teach that we are law- _______ and need to trust Jesus not ourselves 

 B. Citing the Law does not have the expected effect; this young man claims to have__________ the Law 

  1) This young man misunderstood how to apply the Law: he did not apply it to his thoughts & ______  

  2) He is ____________ : he finds no reason not to depend on his own law-keeping to inherit eternal life 

  3) You don’t have to be holier-than-thou to be self-righteous; you just depend on your own ________  

  4) Jesus ________ the self-righteous—enough to die for their self-righteousness if they will turn from it 

III. JESUS FOCUSES ON THE SHOCKING _______________ OF RICHES 

 A. Jesus uses the issue of riches to demolish the young ______________ self-righteousness  

  1) Do not misunderstand Jesus: we cannot ____________ enough money and stuff to gain eternal life 

  2) Jesus demands that he give it all away in order to convince him that he is breaking the ____ Comm. 

      a) A false god or idol is something or someone that we ___________ more than the true, living God 

      b) A false god or idol is something or someone that we ___________ more than the true, living God 

  3) Jesus demands that he give his riches away in order to highlight what he is ________________ on 

 B. The false god of riches has such a grip on the young ruler that he __________ to obey Jesus’ direction 

  1) Jesus states by means of a ____________ that it is impossible for the rich to be saved 

  2) The premise of the disciples is flawed (riches are a sign of God’s favor) but their conclusion (v. 26)  

       is accurate: it is impossible for any person to be saved IF he is _____________ on himself 

  3) But God has made salvation possible by sending Jesus to die for our sins and sending the Holy  

       Spirit to convict us of our self-righteousness and grant us the faith to depend on __________ alone 

 


