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2 Peter 3:8-18 8  But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9  The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 10  But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 11  
Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all 
holy conversation and godliness, 12  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat? 13  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. 14  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be 
diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 15  And account that 
the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the 
wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 16  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of 
these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. 17  Ye therefore, 
beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of 
the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
 
8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
 
Scripture does not say “one day is a thousand years” or “a thousand years are a day”. It 
says “as a thousand years” and “as one day”. Peter is giving perspective: God is 
everlasting. A thousand years is a long period of time, but to God, who exists outside of 
time, it is no matter at all. 
  
David gives his explanation of how the everlasting God views time in Psalm 90. 
 

Psalm 90:2-4 2  Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed 
the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 3  Thou 
turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye children of men. 4  For a thousand 
years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the 
night.  

 
Peter is writing that when some say “Where is the promise of his coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation”, 
their willful ignorance of God is made evident. They do not know that he is everlasting 
and exists in eternity, not in time, and therefore they wish to place the mortal constraint 
of time upon him. 
 
9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but 
is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance. 
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Peter is writing that God is not delaying the coming of Jesus Christ (or the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the punishment of the Jews) because he is late or slow. He is 
purposefully delaying so that those that remain will repent of their sins. 
 

Matthew 3:1-2 1  In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness 
of Judaea, 2  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
 
Matthew 4:13-17 13  And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, 
which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: 14  That it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 15  The land of 
Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of 
the Gentiles; 16  The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which 
sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 17  ¶From that time Jesus 
began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
 
Mark 1:13-15 13  And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; 
and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him. 14  Now after that 
John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God, 15  And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 
 

It is also important to note here that Peter’s epistles are not addressed to the entire 
world (Jews and Gentiles or regenerate and unregenerate), but they are addressed to 
“strangers scattered”, “elect”, “them that have obtained like precious faith with us 
through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ”, and “beloved”. And 
here, in verse 9, he uses “us-ward”, redirecting the focus upon the elect. Repentance is 
expected of the elect of God. The non-elect have no ability to repent. 
 
10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 
 
Peter then turns to the event: “the day of the Lord” in which the earth and the heavens 
will be destroyed by fire. The Lord will come when it is dark (either literally or 
figuratively).  
 
Carbon, the most common of the solid elements in the galaxy, melts at 6,332 °F. 
Magma, molten rock, varies in temperature between 1,300 °F to 2,400 °F. But the 
difference here is that “the elements shall melt” but then “shall be burned up”. The core 
temperature of the sun is estimated to be 27,000,000 °F. That, then is “fervent heat”. 
There will be no more earth, nor will there be heavens, when the Lord returns. 
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Revelation 6:12-17 12  And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, 
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and 
the moon became as blood; 13  And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, 
even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 14  And 
the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain 
and island were moved out of their places. 15  And the kings of the earth, and the 
great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every 
bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the 
mountains; 16  And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the 
face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17  For the 
great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 
 
Isaiah 34:4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens 
shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf 
falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree. 
 
Joel 2:31  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, 
before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come. 
 
Matthew 24:29-31 29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun 
be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall 
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 30  And then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. 31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other.  
 

11  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12  Looking for and hasting 
unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 
 
Peter is not trying to scare us. He is not putting forth an ultimatum to the elect. He is 
simply saying that it is a given that all things are going to be completely changed and 
therefore if all things (both heavenly and earthly) “shall be dissolved”, why shouldn’t we 
live as though that day, which “will come as a thief in the night” is nigh? We should not 
be surprised to see the coming of the Lord, just as the Christian Jews should not have 
been surprised to see the destruction of Jerusalem. 
 
13  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 14  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye 
look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without 
spot, and blameless. 
 

Isaiah 65:17  For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the 
former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.   
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Hebrews 11:13-16 13  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but 
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14  For they that say 
such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 15  And truly, if they had 
been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had 
opportunity to have returned. 16  But now they desire a better country, that is, an 
heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath 
prepared for them a city.  
 

That is who we are: “strangers and pilgrims on the earth”. We “desire a better country”. 
And so, we “look for new heavens and a new earth” and are to be “diligent” to be found 
“in peace, without spot, and blameless” at the coming of Jesus Christ. The true elect of 
God will persevere. 
 
John Gill “…these phrases are to be understood literally, as the heavens and the earth are in 
every passage in the context; and designs not new heavens and earth for substance, but for 
qualities; the heavens and elements being melted and dissolved, and so purged and purified by 
fire, and the earth and its works being burnt up with it, and so cleared of everything noxious, 
needless, and disagreeable, new heavens and a new earth will appear, refined and 
purged from everything which the curse brought thereon for man's sin: and such 
heavens and earth the saints look for by faith and hope, and earnest expectation, 
and with desire and pleasure; and therefore are not distressed, as they have no 
reason to be, with the burning of the present heavens and earth, as awful as these 
things will be; and they expect them not upon their own fancies and imaginations, or the vain 
conjectures and cunningly devised fables of men, but according to the promises of God recorded 
in the above passages, and in which they may be confirmed by the words of Christ, and by the 
vision of John…” 
 
We are not distressed by his promises because he has told us that we “shall never 
perish”. 
 

John 10:27-30 27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand. 29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 30  I and my Father 
are one.  
 

We, his sheep, follow him because we have confidence in him that he has done and will 
do what he has said while keeping us safe for all eternity all of the while. The true elect 
of God will be perserved and are to be ready for his second coming. 
 

Matthew 24:42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 
 
Matthew 25:13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein 
the Son of man cometh. 
 
Mark 13:35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house 
cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 
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Luke 21:36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of 
man. 
 
1 Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch 
unto prayer. 

 
15  And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved 
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 16  As also in 
all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 
scriptures, unto their own destruction.  
 

Psalm 86:15-17 15  But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and 
gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth. 16  O turn unto me, 
and have mercy upon me; give thy strength unto thy servant, and save the son of thine 
handmaid. 17  Shew me a token for good; that they which hate me may see it, and be 
ashamed: because thou, LORD, hast holpen me, and comforted me.  
 

17  Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, 
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 18  
But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To 
him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Philippians 3:7-16 7  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for 
Christ. 8  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 9  And be found in him, not having 
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God by faith: 10  That I may know him, and the power of 
his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his 
death; 11  If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 12  Not as 
though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, 
if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ 
Jesus. 13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, 14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus. 15  Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. 
16  Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us 
mind the same thing.  


