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To Ponder . . . 

Questions to ponder as we prepare to hear from Luke 14:7-24.

1. How do people act who are full of themselves?

2. What is the better principle than being self-centered?

3. What does “others-centeredness” look like?

4. What did the comment, "Blessed is everyone who will eat bread
in the kingdom of God!" mean?

5. Compare the excuses given for not attending the banquet with
excuses in our day for not coming to Christ.

BANQUET STORIES
Luke 14:7-24

Most of you are familiar with Aesop’s Fables, a collection of
fables credited to an ancient Greek named Aesop. He was a slave and
storyteller believed to have lived in ancient Greece between 620 and
564 B.C. His fables is a collection of stories that teach important
lessons which many parents tell or read to their children.

Initially the fables were addressed to adults and covered
religious, social, and political themes. They were also put to use as
ethical guides, and from the Renaissance onwards were particularly
used for the education of children. Their ethical dimension was
reinforced in the adult world through depiction in sculpture, painting,
and other illustrative means, as well as adaptation to drama and song.
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Apollonius of Tyana, a 1st-century CE philosopher, is recorded
as having said about Aesop: “Like those who dine well off the
plainest dishes, he made use of humble incidents to teach great truths,
and after serving up a story he adds to it the advice to do a thing or
not to do it. Then, too, he was really more attached to truth than the
poets are; for the latter do violence to their own stories in order to
make them probable; but he by announcing a story which everyone
knows not to be true, told the truth by the very fact that he did not
claim to be relating real events.” —Philostratus, Life of Apollonius of
Tyana, Book V:14.

In many ways, Jesus used that same kind of teaching to drive
home truths that hit their target and often made the target quite
uncomfortable. A major difference between Jesus’ teaching method
and the stories Aesop created is that Jesus spoke absolute truth from
heaven. When Jesus told  parables, like the two Luke recorded in our
text, everyone knew that He made up the stories. They were not true
events. But they were events that could happen, and probably in many
cases did happen in that culture. 

Though the stories are not about actual events, the truth Jesus
conveyed through the stories has to hit with great conviction. These
stories still sound the alarm for natural-born sinners. We are still
convicted that we often do nice things, good works, out of rotten,
self-centered motives (the parable about self-exaltation). Sinners
should still be convicted about making excuses for not accepting the
Lord’s invitation to come and dine with Him. While Jesus aimed
these stories directly at the very religious hypocrites who were always
looking for a chance to humiliate Him, they also should resonate with
us as we study through them.

The Last Shall be First (vv.7-14).

Jesus taught through a story how it is important to wait to be
exalted (vv.7-10). It is a story about a rather expected practice. The
setting behind the parable is quite important. Now he told a parable
to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places
of honor (v.7). We need to remember from the beginning of this
chapter, that while Jesus was at this meal hosted by a Pharisee, the
other Pharisees and critics were watching Jesus (v.1). It is interesting
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to read now that while they were watching Jesus, Jesus was watching
them.

Jesus observed how the hypocrites picked out the places of
honor. Most likely this was a “U”-shaped table where the host or
most dignified guest would sit at the head table in the center. On
either side of that person would be the next level of distinguished
guests, and so on around both sides of the “U.”

That is the setting. Now consider the story Jesus told. He was
saying to them, “When you are invited by someone to a wedding
feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more
distinguished than you be invited by him, and he who invited you both
will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then
you will begin with shame to take the lowest place” (vv.8-9). 

The story could apply to you if someone invites you to a
significant dinner. This is not just a lunch at your friend’s house. This
is a dinner where there are seats reserved for the honored guests. This
banquet would be similar to our modern wedding reception where a
sit-down meal is offered. At such a reception for the new bride and
groom, the bride’s parents will typically invest hundreds, if not
thousands of dollars if they provide a full-blown meal. At those
meals, you know there are some tables reserved for the bride and
groom, the wedding party and probably the parents. There might be
tables reserved for other guests. Would you be foolish enough to find
a table near the table of the bride and groom, ignore the name tag at
that place, and sit down as if you belonged there?

What lesson did Jesus seek to teach? The authority who invited
the bold person will embarrass him by asking him to get out of the
seat which was intended for the more distinguished person. It is very
likely that if you were so bold, you would be asked to leave the table
and go sit near the back with the rest of the commoners. The sad
reality is that there are some real wedding crashers who would not be
embarrassed if asked to move. They are as presumptuous as the
people who buy cheap seats at the baseball game and then come and
sit in front you in reserved seats hoping the actual owner of those
seats does not show up while they are getting drunk.

Jesus directed the story to the religious hypocrites who were
wrapped up in themselves. They loved to hear people greet them
respectfully in the market place (Luke 11:43). They loved the chief
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seats in the synagogue (Luke 20:46). They loved the way people
noticed the way they gave to the poor (Matthew 6:2). They loved for
people to take notice of their lengthy, ostentatious prayers (Matthew
6:6). Their lives were consumed with a game of self-exaltation. That
is what Jesus was aiming for when He let the arrow of this story go.

Having explained the inevitable embarrassing situation, Jesus
went on to give us the better principle. “But when you are invited, go
and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say
to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be honored in the
presence of all who sit at table with you. For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted”
(vv.10-11).

The principle here is quite easy to understand. We need to be
honest about who we are. If you were the honored guest, you would
know it. But at the Lord’s banquet, we are a long way from being the
honored guest by nature. In fact, we are all sinners by nature, and
children of God only by His matchless grace. By nature, we are
sitting in the back. And by grace, we sit at Jesus’ table. Therefore, it
is wise to intentionally view ourselves as less important than others
say we are. Solomon concluded the same truth centuries before Jesus
taught it. Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand
in the place of the great, for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble (Proverbs 25:6-7).

But Jesus was not just teaching how important it is to have an
honest self-assessment. He did not simply give a trite principle by
which to live a successful life. This story flows out of the underlying
problem uncovered in the whole context. The Pharisees were quite
sure that only the Jews would get into God’s kingdom. According to
their opinions, they would get into the kingdom by keeping man-
made laws about God’s law. And of all who get in, the Pharisees were
sure they would be the chief citizens. They loved to exalt themselves
and refused to humble themselves (v.11). Jesus intended for this story
to open the eyes of the religious hypocrites to their deep-seated pride
and arrogance that they might humbly submit to God. It didn’t
happen.

Furthermore, Jesus capitalized on the situation to teach another
very important truth. Be kind to the lowly (vv.12-14). It is a way of
teaching that we must be careful not to let our good be evil spoken of.
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“He said also to the man who had invited him,‘When you give a
dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or
your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return
and you be repaid’” (v.12).

At this point in the banquet, Jesus uncovered the hypocrisy of
His host by addressing him directly. It was obvious that the guy
invited friends, relatives, rich neighbors. Was there something wrong
with that? Yes, because the motive was to put those people who could
return the favor in debt to him. It was still part of the hypocritical
game of getting honor for self by honoring the right kind of people.

Jesus taught that it is wiser for us to invest in the future rather
than in the present relationships that can benefit us. That is what He
meant when He said, “But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the
crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they
cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the
just” (vv.13-14). The better practice is to show kindness to those who
cannot repay it. This would indicate a pure motive. This was a way
to acquire blessing. This was investing in the future when those who
are justified will be rewarded by King Jesus.

Jesus’ lesson is a reminder that the day is coming when even the
followers of Christ will have our works tested for sincerity or
genuineness. For no one can lay a foundation other than that which
is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw – each one's work
will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be
revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has
done. If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he
will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer
loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire (1
Corinthians 3:11-15).

And of course the religious hypocrites would capitalize on that
truth by twisting it. They would conclude that Jesus meant that by
doing good deeds for the needy, they could earn eternal life.
Presuming a sinner can be justified by doing good works is the error
of nearly all false religions. The reality is that the person is justified
when through God’s grace, he or she embraces Christ’s work of
redemption by faith. Then because we are justified, we do works that
are in keeping with Christ-followers.
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Rejected Invitation (vv.15-24).

Who is really blessed? (v.15). That question is driven by a
comment one of the guests at the banquet made. The speaker was
“one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things”
(v.15a). Remember that up to this point in the meal, Jesus had
insulted the Pharisees by healing a man (14:1-6). He was at this
dinner hosted by a Pharisee on the Sabbath. Things were tense from
the beginning because the Pharisee had invited Jesus in order for
fellow Pharisees to watch Him in an attempt to catch Him breaking
the law of God (14:1b “they were watching Him carefully”). By
exposing their hypocrisy, Jesus silenced the guests at the meal.

Jesus had insulted the guests further by exposing their desires
to take the chief seats, to exalt themselves instead of humbling
themselves (vv.7-11). And Jesus had insulted the host of the dinner
by exposing his practice to show kindness only to those who can
show kindness in return (vv.12-14). To say that one could have cut
the tension with a knife might be an understatement.

In that kind of environment, someone blurted out that kingdom
citizens are blessed. More precisely he said, “Blessed is everyone who
will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” (v.15b). One of the guests,
probably desiring to disperse the tension, offered a statement that the
other Pharisee-kind-of-guests would have agreed with. The statement
was kind of a toast. Essentially he said, “People like us are blessed
because we will dine in the kingdom of God.” And everyone except
Jesus no doubt responded, “Hear, Hear, so be it, Amen!” 

The toast was a direct contradiction to what Jesus had just tried
to help the poor sinners understand. They could not perceive that their
much effort at keeping their man-made laws turned them into
inconsistent hypocrites (vv.1-6). They could not perceive that they
had not entered through the narrow door, that they had not agonized
through dying to self, in order to enter the kingdom of God (13:24).

In response to that contradiction, Jesus told a story about men
who made excuses for rejecting kingdom invitations (vv.16-24). To
illustrate how the religious hypocrites rejected God, Jesus told
another story. Again this was not an actual event. It was a story about
very common practices that illustrated the problem. It was a story
about an invitation. But he said to him, “A man once gave a great
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banquet and invited many. And at the time for the banquet he sent his
servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything
is now ready’” (vv.16,17).

That Jesus called it a great banquet to which many were invited
indicates that this was big. It would be like a banquet a wealthy father
might throw for his son’s wedding (Matthew 22:1-14). The formal
invitation would have gone out weeks ahead of time. However, unlike
modern invitations, the exact time of the event would not be
specified. The time of the banquet would depend on when food and
drink were available, as well as other variables.

The privileged people who were invited should have planned,
as much as they could, on attending whenever the event actually took
place. When the food  was finally ready and everything was in place,
the Master sent the final invitation by his messengers. This is exactly
the picture of the coming of Jesus Christ. God had sent the
preliminary invitations to the Jewish people for many years through
His prophets. When Jesus arrived, all of the Jews were invited to
come to Him. Instead of accepting the invitation with joy, they made
excuses. 

The excuses sound reasonable, until we think about them.  One
guy said, “I need to look at my new real estate.” “But they all alike
began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field,
and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused’”(v.18). It is a
sorry excuse because the land would still be there after the banquet.
It would be different if he was buying the land and needed to get
ahead of the competition. We wonder if this could be a veiled appeal
to the law that allowed a person to forego public service for a year if
he purchased a new house or planted a new vineyard. The Pharisees
were infamous for stretching the law.

Another as to be excused claiming he needed to inspect his
recent purchase for his farm. “And another said, ‘I have bought five
yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me
excused’”(v.19). Would he not have tried out the oxen before he
purchased them? Five yoke of oxen would indicate that the man had
servants who would probably know more about oxen than the
wealthy man. He just didn’t want to go to the banquet.

A third invitee begged off with the excuse, “I have a new wife.”
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“And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot
come’” (v.20). This is surely an appeal to the law in Deuteronomy
25:4 which allowed, When a man is newly married, he shall not go
out with the army or be liable for any other public duty. He shall be
free at home one year to be happy with his wife whom he has taken
(Deuteronomy 24:5). The excuse is especially ridiculous because 1st

century Jewish women were considered of such a low class they
never told their husbands what to do.

All of these excuses were as foolish as the excuses people give
today for not accepting Christ’s invitation. He invited sinners, saying,
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 

All sinners are laboring in the guilt of sin. All sinners are under
an incredibly heavy burden. All sinners need the Savior to forgive
their sins. Why do they make excuses when He is so gentle, so
loving, and offers rest for their souls. Common excuses range from,
“Not now, but maybe later,” to “Religion is a crutch for weak
people,” to “I don’t want to leave my fun.”  Life as a sinner is not
fun! It is labor, it is a heavy burden. Such excuses are like a starving,
homeless person who rejects an invitation to a sumptuous banquet
because he needs to go back to the bridge and make sure his tent is
okay.

What was the master in the story to do? He would offer new
invitations. First, the bad news is that the master became quite angry.
“So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then
the master of the house became angry” (v.21a). The master who
threw the banquet was justifiably angry. He had offered kindness and
goodness to the people he invited. They rejected the master’s grace
and mercy. So, too, God in love offers such incredible grace to
sinners. The price to offer that grace was the life blood of His
precious Son. To reject the invitation to come to Christ and be saved
is to slam and humiliate your Creator.

But because of the wicked people’s rejection, there is some
really good news. The master “said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to
the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled
and blind and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded
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has been done, and still there is room.’ And the master said to the
servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to
come in, that my house may be filled’” (vv.21b-23).

In this story the people who originally received the invitation
and rejected it were the Jewish people and especially their leaders.
But the really good news is that the poor, crippled, blind and lame
people in this story are you and me. Remember Jesus’ description of
our condition when God invites us to feed on His banquet, when He
draws us to salvation:
3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5 "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied.
7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  (Matthew
5:3-11)

That is good news. But there is also some really bad news. Jesus
concluded the story by saying, “For I tell you, none of those men who
were invited shall taste my banquet” (v.24). No person who rejects
Christ’s invitation to come to Him will ever get into heaven. As a
whole, the nation of God’s chosen people rejected and have been left
out. A remnant has been saved, is being saved, and will be saved. But
the great invitation as gone to the spiritually destitute, and we have
rejoiced to be included.

You have been invited to the Master’s banquet. Have you
accepted and showed up? Have you come to Jesus to receive His
blessing of salvation? Or have you made excuse after excuse for why
you need to reject the invitation to salvation?
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