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Nehemiah 6:1-9 
 
The enemy’s distractions. 
 
1  Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and 
the rest of our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no 
breach left therein; (though at that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates;) 
2a  That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in 
some one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. 
 
Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem are enemies that Nehemiah has encountered previously. 
 

Nehemiah 2:10  When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, 
heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly that there was come a man to seek the welfare 
of the children of Israel. 
 
Nehemiah 2:19  But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, 
and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, 
What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king?  
 
Nehemiah 4:1-9 1  But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the wall, 
he was wroth, and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews. 2  And he spake before 
his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify 
themselves? will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will they revive the stones out of 
the heaps of the rubbish which are burned? 3  Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he 
said, Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even break down their stone wall. 4  Hear, 
O our God; for we are despised: and turn their reproach upon their own head, and give them for a 
prey in the land of captivity: 5  And cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out 
from before thee: for they have provoked thee to anger before the builders. 6  So built we the wall; 
and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work. 7  
But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, 
and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that the breaches began 
to be stopped, then they were very wroth, 8  And conspired all of them together to come 
and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it.  

 
These enemies wanted Nehemiah to stop working, and, when he continued working, they were 
angry, they mocked, they accused, and they threatened the Jews. Nehemiah responded by 
setting a watch (4:9), arming the people (4:13), and continuing on in the work of rebuilding the 
walls and gates of Jerusalem (4:15).  
 
The wall is now nearly rebuilt, but the gates are not yet rebuilt and rehung upon the wall, so the 
enemies of Nehemiah and the Jews are desperate. If the walls and the gates are completely 
restored, Jerusalem will no longer be vulnerable, and the enemies of the Jews will no longer be 
able to oppress the Jews by fear. Fear of loss of life, liberty, or property is a powerful tool in the 
toolbox of an oppressor. They do not need to do anything physical to harm those they wish to 
oppress; they only need to cause them to fear. Fear is paralyzing and stops the oppressed from 
proceeding toward their goals. This is what Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem desired: to stop the 
Jews from completing the walls and gates of Jerusalem. 
 

Lamentations 3:55-57 55  I called upon thy name, O LORD, out of the low dungeon. 56  
Thou hast heard my voice: hide not thine ear at my breathing, at my cry. 57  Thou drewest 
near in the day that I called upon thee: thou saidst, Fear not. 
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Matthew 10:28  And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
 
Luke 12:31-32 31  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be 
added unto you. 32  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom. 

 
God’s people ought not to be a fearful people. They are commanded to “fear not” over and over 
in the scriptures and they are given the way to counteract any fear of mankind that may arise by 
fearing God only, and keeping his commandments, rather than the commandments and 
traditions of mankind. Ecclesiastes 12:13 reminds that “this is the whole duty of man”. 
 
2b That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in some one of 
the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. 
 
The enemies of the kingdom of God do not usually want to physically harm God’s people at first. 
Physical violence comes as a last resort. No, they only need to distract them mentally and 
spiritually from their work of growing and building the kingdom. Fear is perhaps the greatest 
tool of distraction in the toolbox of tyrants. Fear of mankind, of loss, harm, or death, is based 
upon lies. These enemies of Nehemiah desired, through deception, to draw Nehemiah away 
from Jerusalem where the work was underway and to either imprison or kill him, putting fear 
into the hearts of the Jews, and stopping them from completing the wall.  
 

Psalms 37:12 The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his 
teeth. 

 
Psalms 37:32 The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him. 

 
Proverbs 26:24-26 24  He that hateth dissembleth with his lips, and layeth up deceit 
within him; 25  When he speaketh fair, believe him not: for there are seven abominations in 
his heart. 26  Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be shewed before the 
whole congregation. 

 
The remedy to fear is to rely upon what God has said, rather than upon what mankind says.  
 

Matthew 10:16  Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore 
wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 
 
James 3:17-18 17  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy. 18  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that 
make peace. 

 
Nehemiah provides an example of the practical application of godly wisdom in his response to 
his enemies. 
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3a  And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I 
cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you? 
 
Nehemiah’s answer is “no”. He followed James 5:12: “let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest 
ye fall into condemnation”, knowing that he was accountable to God rather than men for what 
he and the other Jews were doing. God’s people must be willing to stand upon truth, to reject 
lies, and to say “we will not comply” when their enemies attempt to deceive them. 
 
3b  And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come 
down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you? 
 
The work, the mission, the goal must always be priority. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God” has 
no other options. It is a definitive command, as is the commission given to all of God’s people 
under the gospel dispensation: 
 

Matthew 28:18-20 18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. 19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20  Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 
The enemies of God and God’s people desire to stop the work of the kingdom of God on earth: 
discipling, baptizing, and teaching. Deception, distraction, and fear are their primary tools. 
 
4  Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort; and I answered them after the 
same manner.  
 
The enemy’s threats. 
 
5  Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with an 
open letter in his hand; 6  Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, 
and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou 
buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words. 7a  And 
thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, There is 
a king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to these words. Come now 
therefore, and let us take counsel together. 
 
Since Nehemiah employed godly wisdom and thus saw through the deceit of his enemies, they 
turn from distracting him to threatening him. But the threat is subtle and deceitful as well, 
implying through the phrase “it is reported among the heathen” that there was widespread 
understanding of Nehemiah’s and the Jews’ plot to rebel against the Persians. This was the “fake 
news” of Nehemiah’s day. This was a lie that was intended to instill fear in Nehemiah and the 
Jews. 
 
Matthew Henry: “It is common for that which is the sense only of the malicious to be falsely 
represented by them as the sense of the many.” 
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7b  And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, There is a 
king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to these words. 
Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together. 
 
The threat was not so much the accusations of usurpation in the letter, but the statement “it 
shall be reported to the king”. This statement was another lie that was intended to cause 
Nehemiah and the Jews to fear the civil government of Persia even though Nehemiah and the 
Jews were rebuilding and restoring their congregation in Jerusalem under the authority of the 
Persian king. The deceit of their enemies was twofold: to lie to them and cause them to fear and 
to lie to the civil government and cause it to doubt. This is happening today: 
 
U.S. Constitution, Amendment I: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.” 
 
Establishment of religion (institutional and doctrinal) and exercise of religion (practical) are 
under attack from both the secular world and the civil government. Deceitful “laws” are being 
put before the people’s representatives in Congress that attempt to force Christians and 
congregations to concede the doctrinal and practical aspects necessary for them to complete the 
work Jesus Christ set before them in the great commission: discipling, baptizing, and teaching 
through speaking, writing, and assembling. God’s people are being told (and oftentimes 
believing) the lie that secular influence and civil government have the authority to modify or 
stop them from accomplishing their work. The civil government is being told (and is acting 
upon) the lie that the Christian commission is detrimental to the success of the nation. Neither 
could be farther from truth. The truth is that God’s government is over all and therefore the 
commission given to God’s people stands as it is written in scripture until it is fulfilled when 
Jesus Christ returns and all the kingdoms of mankind bow before him. The truth is that the 
more Christianity spreads (as the commission is accomplished) the more blessed and therefore 
successful the nation will become. True freedom is found in following and obeying Jesus Christ, 
the king of kings and lord of lords, to whom all power and authority has been given in heaven 
and in earth. It is in Jesus Christ where truth is found. 
 

John 8:31-32 31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free. 
 
John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me. 
 

Christians “must obey God rather than men”, which means continuing to do their work and 
living their lives as the free disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
7c  And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, There is a king 
in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to these words. Come now 
therefore, and let us take counsel together. 
 
Sanballat makes a last attempt to distract and threaten Nehemiah: he offers his counsel. 
 

James 4:4b Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy 
of God. 
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2 Corinthians 6:14a Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? 

 
God’s people (Christians) are in, but not of, the world. Therefore, they must reject the secular 
world and the civil government when any attempt is made by those entities to “take counsel 
together” with them. 
 

Psalms 64:2  Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from the insurrection of 
the workers of iniquity: 

 
8  Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest, but 
thou feignest them out of thine own heart. 
 
Nehemiah speaks truth to expose the lies of his enemies: it was not “reported among the 
heathen” nor was it going to be “reported to the king”. When confronted with the knowledge and 
wisdom of God, the lies of the enemy exposed as nothing, and they are condemned because of 
them.  
 

Proverbs 19:5  A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall 
not escape. 
 
Proverbs 19:9  A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall 
perish. 

 
Though truth be spoken to them, they will not believe it. Christians should have no expectation 
that either the deceived secular world or the deceived civil government will accept what the say 
as truth because their “truth” is Satanic. 

 
John 8:43-45  43  Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my 
word. 44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father 
of it. 45  And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 

 
9a  For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the 
work, that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands. 
 
The intent of the enemies of Nehemiah and the Jews (God’s congregation) in Jerusalem was to 
stop them from doing the work of rebuilding the walls and restoring the gates. The intent of the 
enemies of God’s congregations today is to stop them from doing the work of discipling, 
baptizing, and teaching the nations wherein they live. God’s people (Christians) must identify 
their enemies and respond to them with the truth revealed in God’s word, the scriptures, and 
they must pray to God against their enemies for the success of their work, as Nehemiah gives 
them an example. 
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9b  For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, that it be 
not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands. 
 
Matthew Henry: “In the midst of his complaint of their malice, in endeavouring to frighten him, and so 
weaken his hands, he lifts up his heart to Heaven in this short prayer: Now therefore, O God! strengthen 
my hands. It is the great support and relief of good people that in all their straits and 
difficulties they have a good God to go to, from whom, by faith and prayer, they may fetch 
in grace to silence their fears and strengthen their hands when their enemies are 
endeavouring to fill them with fears and weaken their hands. When, in our Christian work and 
warfare, we are entering upon any particular services or conflicts, this is a good prayer for us to put up: “I 
have such a duty to do, such a temptation to grapple with; now therefore, O God! strengthen my hands.” 
Some read it, not as a prayer, but as a holy resolution (for O God is supplied in our translation): Now 
therefore I will strengthen my hands. Note, Christian fortitude will be sharpened by opposition. 
Every temptation to draw us from duty should quicken us so much the more to duty.” 


